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GAME PLAN 


Anew quarterback is in place, and the schemes have changed. 
The plan has been outlined. Can the Huskers take it to the field? 
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GEAR UP FOR GAME DAY 


From the seats to the screens, and everything in between, Nebraska Furniture Mart 
has it all in one store, with game-winning savings to match. 
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JOURNAL STAR FILE PHOTO 


Mike Riley is entering his third season at Nebraska, though his program has a fresh look heading into the first game against Arkansas State, 


ROLLING OUT A NEW LOOK 


here is some suspense to the 2017 Nebraska football 
season, wouldn’t you say? 
First, the Huskers will be trotting out a new quar- 
terback. Some new wideouts will be hauling in catches 
(You'll see plenty of No. 1 and No. 10). 
Then, of course, there is Bob Diaco’s defense. It will look and 
feel different. , é 
In many ways, Nebraska is drawing up new plans, and coach 
‘Mike Riley is the architect. The third-year coach brought in an 
' impact recruiter in Donte Williams, and then Diaco to restore 
Nebraska’s intensity on defense. 


- SECTION CREDITS 
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Schlotterbeck, Timothy Weber 


“T don’t know how that narrative sounds in general,” Riley 
said at Big Ten Media Days. “But that’s where we are, but I do 
have a lot of faith and am very interested in what this is going 
to look like going forward” 

Fans are very interested, too. ' 

So that brings us to the theme attached to the Journal Star’s 
60-page special section. Designing a new game plan. 

There has been plenty of talk. Plenty of hype. Plenty of 
buildup. Plenty of discussion about the vision of success. How 
will it look? 

We're about to find out. 


Design: Diane Cunningham, 

Lee Design Center 

Special thanks to the Nebraska Athletic 
Department, including Keith Mann and Scott 
Bruhn, for their help with the section. 


INSIDE THE SECTION 
The blueprint 


Mike Riley made some big changes 
during the offseason. How fast can those 
changes translate into making a move 
on the national scene? Pages 8-9 


The QB design 

Coaches believe Tanner Lee has all 
the tools to succeed on and off the 
field at Nebraska. Pages 12-14 


Drawing up the 3-4 
What makes the 3-4 defense click? We 
asked a defensive guru. Page 16 


Drawing up Tunnel Walk 


How did one of the most exciting entrances 
in college football come together? Page 17 


Husker floor plan 


Check out storylines, players to watch 
and the depth chart. Pages 18-21 


The architects 
Which Huskers hold the building plans 
for a big season? Pages 22-29 : 


Drawing up the playbook 

How players and coaches have 
adapted to the digital age in 
studying playbooks. Pages 32-34 
Drawing up the look 

Nebraska's iconic look has stayed 
in place for a reason. Page 35 
Schedule breakdown 


Steven M. Sipple breaks down all 
12 games. Where do the Huskers 
have an edge? Pages 36-37 


The opponents 

Chris Basnett takes a closer look at 
each Husker foe. Pages 38-41 

Big Ten floor plan 

Check out storylines and 
games to watch. Page 42 
The Top 25 

Who sits atop the Journal Star’s 
preseason Top 25? (You won't 

be surprised.) Pages 44-45 

The national floor pian 

The storylines, games and players 
to watch. Pages 46-47 
Conference breakdowns 


Schedules and players to watch for 
all 11 conferences. Pages 48-57 
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NEBRASKA'S CLEAR 
BAG POLICY KICKS IN 


Beginning this season, Nebraska will imple- 
ment a new clear bag policy for all Huskers 
events, including football games. 


Each fan will be allowed to enter the stadium 
with one clear plastic bag. 


What qualifies? 


@ Bags that are clear plastic, vinyl or PVC and 
do not exceed 12-by-6-by-12 inches. 

@ One-gallon clear plastic freezer bag (Ziploc 
bag or similar). > 

B Small clutch bags, approximately the size 
of a hand, with or without a handle or strap 
can be taken into the venue with one of the 
clear plastic bags. The bag cannot be larger 
than 4¥2-by-6¥ inches. 

@ Exceptions will be made for approved med- 
ical needs items after proper inspection. 


What doesn’t qualify? 


Prohibited items include, but are not limited 
to: Purses larger than a clutch bag, coolers, 
briefcases, backpacks, fanny packs, solid 
drawstring bags, luggage of any kind, com- 
puter bags, camera bags, binocular cases, 
diaper bags, any bag larger than the permis- 
sible size; and nonapproved seat cushions and 
‘chairbacks. 


Of note 


Blankets are allowed. Fans are asked to carry 
them over a shoulder or’arm upon arrival at 
the stadium gates. Binoculars and/or cameras 
around the necks or in hand are allowed. 


PROHIBITED ITEMS 


Alcoholic beverages, concealed weapons, 
controlled substances, backpacks, large bags, 
coolers, chairbacks, noise makers, glass 
bottles, cans, video cameras, banners/flags 
on poles and open umbrellas. 
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PARKING, SHUTTLES 


Gameday parking for all lots directly sur- 
rounding Memorial Stadium is reserved for 
Athletic Department donors. 


Fans are encouraged to use the StarTran 
shuttle service. Shuttle service to and from 
East Stadium operates two hours before kick- 
off until 45 minutes before kickoff. Shuttles 
will return to the lots immediately after the 
game. Shuttle rides cost $5 each way or $10 
roundtrip. Season passes are $50. For more 
information on the Big Red Express, search 
the keyword “StarTran” at lincoln.ne.gov. 


The pickup and drop-off points are: 


@ The city Municipal Service Center, North- 
west 12th and West Bond streets (Interstate 
80 exit 399, east of McDonald's). 

@ Southeast Community College, 88th and O 
streets. 

@ Holmes Lake, 70th Street and Normal Bou- 
levard. 

@ Gateway Mall, 61st and O streets. 

@ SouthPointe Pavilions, 27th Street and Pine 
Lake Road. 

® Lincoln North Star High School, 5801 N, 
33rd St. (I-80 exit 403, east on Folkways 
Boulevard). 


GAMEDAY SCHEDULE 


@ 7 a.m.: Stadium Drive closed to vehicle 
traffic. 

@ Four hours before kickoff: Ticket office opens 
(three hours before any 11 a.m. games). 

B Three hours before kickoff: Husker Nation 
Pavilion and West Stadium lobby open; 
Gates 19 and 21 open for club and suite 
tickets only. 

B 2'/ hours before kickoff: Football team ar- 
rives for Unity Walk. 

B 90 minutes before kickoff: Stadium gates 
open. 

B 45 minutes before kickoff: Band marches 
to stadium. 


@ First aid 
‘ @ Gate 
Visitor section 
~~ Student section 
Band 
~ Wheelchair seating 
© Mobility-impaired seating 


BEFORE THE GAME 


The Husker Nation Pavilion, on the football 
practice fields north of Ed Weir Track, opens 
three hours before kickoff of home games. 
Admission is free. 


The Traditions Lobby and The Nebraska Expe- 
rience Room will be open to the public four 
hours before kickoff. Videos and guided tours 
are not available on gameday. 


ENTERING THE STADIUM 


Fans are encouraged to enter the stadium 

at the gate printed on their tickets; fans can 
enter Gates 1-23 to access the East, North and 
West stadiums. 


TEXT MESSAGING UNL POLICE 


In case of emergency or to report a distur- 
bance in your area, send an SMS text mes- 
sage to 69050, keyword UNLPD. Then type in 
your complaint and location. 
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‘it does feel, 

in asense, like 
starting over,’ 
Riley says of 2017 


REVISING 
THE BLUEPRINT » 


Me Riley arrived at Nebraska in late 2014 with 


ee 


a blueprint for how he wanted to improve the 
Husker football program. 
Since that time, he has crumpled up much of the 
plan and tossed it into the proverbial waste bin. 
“Tt does feel, in a sense, like starting over,’ Riley said 


IPGSIRATION BY CLARK recently. 

ELL, JOURNAL STAR tee oe 

F Consider: Only one original member of Nebraska’s 
2015 defensive staff remains. 


Meanwhile, Bob Diaco, since his arrival in January, 
: has taken Lincoln by storm, a 44-year-old bundle of 
: energy with a cocksure nature that seems to appeal 


8 © SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017 © 2017 HUSKER EXTRA PREVIEW 


Pal 


to his players. They seem 
to have wholeheartedly 
bought in to the new de- 
fensive coordinator’s 3-4 
scheme — a significant 
change from Mark Bank- 
er’s 4-3 system. 

However, some Nebraska 
fans cringe when they hear 
Riley say “starting over,’ 
mindful of the Huskers’ 
unsightly 17-year stretch 
without a conference 
championship. 

How much longer will 
it last? 

Thing is, many Husker 
fans seem confident in 
Riley’s blueprint revisions. 
The patience of those fans 
is admirable, considering 
Riley’s 15-1] record at NU. 

Trying to predict where 
Riley’s revised overall plan 
will take the Huskers this 
season can be a challeng- 
ing exercise. With so many 
unknowns, the safe answer 
is seven to 10 wins in the 
regular season. 

“The other part of it 
is the quarterbacking 
change,” Riley said. “So, 
new defense, new quar- 
terback. It feels like, ina 
way, starting over. But the 
beauty of it is we’re not. 
We've been with many of 
these kids for two years. 
That’s the fun part of being 
acoach, is building that 
trust, those relationships, 
the culture, the values that 
you want in a program. 

“Tt’s personal when you 
get an opportunity to do 
that. You have a vision. 
You have more time to do 
it. It’s important to be able 
to establish those things.” 

It appears Riley’s vi- 
sion for the offense finally 
can come to fruition now 
that he has the type of 
quarterback that best fits 
his system. In that regard, 
it’s hard to overstate the 
importance of Tanner 
Lee, the 6-4, 225-pound 
transfer from Tulane who 
has captured the imagina- 
tion of fans with his strong 
arm, efficient release and 
calm demeanor. 


Tt also helps sinters that 
Lee enthusiastically be- 
lieves in the Riley/Danny - 
Langsdorf offensive blue- 
print. 

“The style of offense, 

I think it clearly suits to 


what I do best — you know, ' 


throwing the ball around,” 
Lee said. 

He describes a rather 
complex blueprint. 

“T would say it’s a pic- 
ture that includes a pro- 
style offense and spread 
and some West Coast 
in there,” he said. “It’s a 
melting pot of an offense. 
Coach Langsdorf and 
Coach Riley have worked 
with so many different 
people — such an enor- 
mous coaching tree. It’s 
kind of just pull from here, 
pull from there.” 

The conversation inevi- 
tably shifts to a Nebraska 
offensive line that returns 
five players who started 
at least four games last 
season. As Riley said last 
month during Big Ten Me- 
dia Days in Chicago, that 
O-line “is a focal point to 
our success.” 

“My expectations are 
that this group will play 


-well, and frankly they need 


to,” he said. “We need to 
run the ball, and we need 
to protect the quarterback. 
And we also need to pro- 
tect the offensive line. We 
need to be very smart in 
the approach. To go in and 
say we're going to drop- 
back pass 40 times a game 
and put that burden on 

the offensive line to block 
every pass stunt and pass 
rush and blitz that’s known 
to man, which is what 
happens when you don’t 
have a mobile quarterback, 
you're going to see the 
kitchen sink. 

“And so to think that 
you're just going to go 
drop-back pass and every- 
thing’s going to be good, 
because you have a good 
quarterback and some 
good receivers, that this is 
going to be a good thing, 


ee 
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GWYNETH ROBERTS, JOURNAL STAR 


Defensive coordinator Bob Diaco directs the defense to drills 
during a recent practice at Memorial Stadium. Diaco brings a 


new scheme to Lincoln. 


you're wrong. It’s going to 
be hard.” 

When Riley says “pro- 
tecting the line” he means 
having a good screen game, 
a good draw game and 
good quick-passing game. 

Plus, know this: Riley’s 
blueprint since, well, for- 
ever has been to try to be 
a balanced offense — 50 
percent run, 50 percent 
pass is the objective. But 
Nebraska ran the ball 56.7 
percent of the time year. 

Said Langsdorf, the 
play-caller: “If we can 
have a good balance witha 
good run game, with play- 
actions off of it, that’s 
when we do our best. If we 
get too one-dimensional 
either way, it’s not very 
good.” 

Speaking of not very 
good, Banker’s 4-3 system 
faltered badly in the final 
two games last season. Ri- 
ley said it was in the days 
immediately after review- 
ing video of the Dec. 30 
Music City Bowl, in which 
his team dropped a 38-24 


decision to Tennessee, that 


he made the decision to 
fire Banker, his longtime 


- defensive coordinator. 
Enter Diaco, who in 2012 - 


at Notre Dame won the 
Broyles Award as the na- 
tion’s top assistant coach 
after helping lead the Irish 
to the national champion- 
ship game. 

But how well will Ne- 
braska’s key linemen and 
linebackers — players such 
as Mick Stoltenberg, Car- 
los Davis, Dedrick Young 
and Marcus Newby — fit in 
Diaco’s scheme? 

And how well will the 
young corners react when 
they’re picked on inces- 


rs 


November 2016: Bruce Read is dismissed as Nebraska spe- 
~ cial teams coach. 


December 2016: Nebraska hires Donte Williams, a highly 
regarded recruiter, as cornerbacks coach. 


January: Nebraska parts ways with defensive coordinator 
Mark Banker, who worked with Mike Riley for nearly 
20 years. Safeties coach Brian Stewart leaves to become 


, defensive coordinator at Rice. 


- January: Nebraska hires Bob Diaco as defensive coordinator; 


he brings with him the 3-4 defense. 
February: Nebraska hires Bob Elliott as safeties coach. 


: March: Nebraska hires Scott Booker as a special-teams analyst. 
June: Elliott steps away from full-time position for health 


reasons; Booker takes over as a full-time assistant. Elliott 


. later dies after a battle with cancer. 


santly, because they willbe winning traditions — and 


picked on incessantly? 

Even Riley sounds in- 
trigued to see how well 
certain defenders fit in the 
new system. 

“You look at a 4-3 team, 
and then you take those 
guys and you put them 
into a3-4... It’s actually 
kind of fun to see how 
the pieces work” he said. 
“I think there have been 
some good fits.” 

Diaco’s passion for the 
sport seems a good fit for 
Nebraska. He told BIN he’s 
aligned himself “with one 
of the greatest traditions in 
college football history — 


AMPBELL 


KITCHEN CABINETS 
4001 S. 8th Street Lincoln Ne 68502 
402.477.4003 © campbeliskitchensdesign.com 


in particular the defensive 
tradition of the Blackshirts. 
To be apart of that, and 
have an opportunity to lead 
that, is almost too much to 
pass up. 

“And then you couple 
that with Coach Riley, 
andthe man Coach Riley 
is, and my opportunity to 
learn from him and take 
the next step in my de- 
velopment, was just a no- 
brainer.” 


Reach the writer at402-473- 
7440 or ssipple@journalstar. 
com. On Twitter 
@HuskerExtraSip. 
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SHAPING UP A SEASON 


- 


7 


it’s always difficult to forecast how a college football season will play out, especially 
for a Husker team with a new look. But our staff — Chris Basnett (CB), Clark Grell 
(CG), Clint Robus (CR) and Steven M. Sipple (SS) — give it their best shots. 


SEPT. 2 : 
ARKANSAS STATE 
CB: Nebraska 42-14 
CG: Nebraska 34-17 
CR: Nebraska 38-21 
SS: Nebraska 44-23 


SEPT. 23 
RUTGERS 
CB: Nebraska 45-17 
CG: Nebraska 40-21 
CR: Nebraska 28-14 
SS: Nebraska 38-24 


wooebe esos napenennensen os seesensansccssssaenevesseniceresenansvensoresen 


OCT. 14 
OHIO STATE 
_CB: Ohio State 42-21 
CG: Ohio State 34-24 
CR: Ohio State 31-24 
SS: Ohio State 35-27 


NOV. 11 
AT MINNESOTA 
CB: Nebraska 26-12 
CG: Nebraska 28-21 
CR: Nebraska 27-24 
SS: Nebraska 24-21 


BIG TEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


CB: Ohio State 40, Nebraska 23 
CG: Ohio State 35, Wisconsin 21 
CR: Ohio State 28, Wisconsin 23 
SS: Ohio State 28, Wisconsin 21 


SEPT.9 
AT OREGON 
CB: Oregon 38-31 
CG: Nebraska 28-26 
CR: Oregon 31-27 
SS: Oregon 37-31 


SEPT. 29 
AT ILLINOIS 
CB: Nebraska 37-13 
CG: Nebraska 24-7 
CR: Nebraska 24-13 
SS: Nebraska 34-20 


OCT. 28 
AT PURDUE 
CB: Nebraska 48-28 
CG: Nebraska 36-27 
CR: Nebraska 24-20 
SS: Nebraska 38-34 


NOV. 18 
AT PENN STATE 
CB: Penn State 40-30 
CG: Penn State 42-28 
CR: Penn State 31-17 
SS: Penn State 45-24 


NEBRASKA’S BOWL 
DESTINATION 


CB: Outback (LSU 27, 
Nebraska 24) 


CG: Pinstripe (Nebraska 
28, Virginia Tech 24) 


CR: Holiday (Nebraska 
38, UCLA 35) 


§S: Holiday (Stanford 
31, Nebraska 21) 


site erenenamentamnteenaee cme teeteeentenstvnsrvnssvenee my serenseteeees 


SEPT. 16 
‘NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
CB: Nebraska 50-20 
CG: Nebraska 56-14 
CR: Nebraska 42-20 
SS: Nebraska 34-24 


OCT. 7 
WISCONSIN 
CB: Nebraska 24-21 
CG: Wisconsin 20-16 
CR: Wisconsin 21-13 
SS: Nebraska 27-24 


NOV. 4 
NORTHWESTERN 
CB: Nebraska 30-23 
€G: Northwestern 30-27 
CR: Nebraska 28-27 
SS: Northwestern 31-28 


NOV. 24 
IOWA 
CB: Nebraska 28-23 
CG: Nebraska 21-13 
CR: Nebraska 24-21 
SS: Nebraska 27-24 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PLAYOFF 


CB: Ohio State 45, USC 35; 
Alabama 31, Florida State 10 


CG: Alabama 31, Auburn 24; 
USC 28, Ohio State 23 


“CR: USC 45, Ohio State 38; 
Alabama 27, Florida State 24 


SS: Ohio State 31, Okla. State 
27; Alabama 37, USC 24 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


CB: Ohio State 30, 
Alabama 24 


CG: USC 34, 
Alabama 31 


CR: Alabama 28, 
USC 21 


SS: Alabama 41, 
Ohio State 17 


Husker Visa® debit cards, exclusively from The Bank of Husker Nation. 


Ail you need to show your team pride is a First National Free Checking account. Visit a 
branch and join us in supporting the Huskers with your free Husker Visa® debit card today. 


First National Bank 
The Bank of Husker Nation. 


Member FDIC 
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THE BUILDUP 


The first draft is written; 
now it’s up to Lee to 
start construction 


Tanner Lee was named scout team MVP by the Huskers last year. Now he’s ready to take the reins. 


CHRIS BASNETT 
Lincoln Journal Star 
et’s be completely honest 
with each other here. 
There isn’t much of 
the Tanner Lee story that 
hasn’t been told. 

We’re all waiting for the next 
chapter to be written; for Lee to 
be the architect of whatever this 
season may hold for a Nebraska 
football team still in search of that 
elusive next step back toward the 


upper echelon of college football. 
But the guy is going to start at 
quarterback for the Huskers. And 
just like the guy building your 
house, all eyes will be on No. 13 
in red to make sure the walls are 
straight and the roof doesn’t fall 
off. 

But when was the last time the 
hype was like this? 

There have been the curiosities 
— Taylor Martinez, then Tommy 
Armstrong. 
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There was excitement with 
those two, sure. But when was the 
last time Nebraska had a player 
at the quarterback position who 
seemed like a sure thing? 


Martinez gave us_ blinding: 


flashes of brilliance. Armstrong 
inspired with his toughness. But 
who was the last Nebraska quar- 
terback to play at a high level over 
an entire season? Was it Joe Ganz 
in 2008? Was it Eric Crouch in 
2001? 


SCOTT BRUHN, NEBRASKA COMMUNICATIONS 


Has it really been that long? 
Will Lee break the drought? 
Listen to those who have seen 
him up close — and there’s been 
plenty of talk from those who have~ 
seen him up close — and you start 
to believe that Lee might be able 
to do this, might be able to make 
the jump from struggling through 
two years at Tulane to making the 
Nebraska football machine hum. 
We’ve heard it since the begin- 
ning, when Bill Devaney, NU’s 


executive director of player per- 
sonnel, shared the now infamous 
story over the winter. It’s become 
as well-known and retold among 
Husker fans as most anything 
that’s happened on the field in 
recent years. 

Talking to Archie Manning after 
the Manning passing Academy in 
Louisiana, Devaney got a glowing 
report. Lee was the best player at 
the camp. Better than Jared Goff, 
who would go on to be a No. 1 


NFL Draft pick. Better than 
anyone at acamp run by the 


ing. 


“There is a boy down at |” 
Tulane named Tanner Lee,” | 
Manning told Devaney “You [| 


have to keep your eye on this 
boy from Tulane” 

And the hype train was 
headed down the tracks. 

Brandon Reilly is getting 
paid to catch passes now, 
working as arookie with the 
Buffalo Bills. He was a key 
figure in some of Nebraska’s 
biggest plays the last couple 
seasons. He also saw Lee’s 
work when no one else out- 
side the team could. 

“He’s just a stud. There’s 
no way around it,” Reilly 


said last winter. “I’ve seen 


him work on the scout team. 


first family of quarterback- | 


... Histiming andthrowsare | 


perfect almost all the time” 

Lee doesn’t need to be 
perfect at Nebraska, though 
perfection has been hard to 
find from an NU quarter- 
back over the last decade 
Or so. 


Lee, on paper, was far 


from perfect in his two 
seasons at Tulane. The 
Statistical struggles are 
well-documented — 3,601 
yards, 23 touchdowns, 21 


interceptions and a 53 per- | ~~ 


cent completion rate — over 
19 games as a starter. 

It’s also known that those 
numbers didn’t all fall on 
Lee. Tulane went 3-9 when 
Lee was a freshman and 
repeated the record when 
he was a sophomore. The 
talent level was low. The 
Green Wave were behind 
a lot. Lee was often play- 
ing catch-up. And it could 
have been worse, according 
to Eric Price, Lee’s offensive 
coordinator at Tulane. 

“We asked the quarter- 
back to do everything, make 
all the calls. He had to be 
Drew Brees for us in order 
for us to be successful. He 
was just right out of high 
school, we threw him in 
there?’ Price told the Jour- 
nal Star in February. “We 
weren’t a very good team 


a ae 


Sie se i | no pushover in the season 


i opener. The Red Wolves 
| have a defensive end who 
| will play on Sundays. If 


Nebraska sputters, if Ar- 
kansas State takes a lead, 
all the praise and all the fun 


| and all the anticipation can 
| turn into pressure quicker 


than Lee zips an out route. 
“If you're asking if he 
can handle the stage, abso- 
lutely he’ll be able to handle 
the stage ... because he’ll 
be prepared to handle the 
stage,’ said Wayde Keiser, 
Lee’s high school coach. 


' “And that’s what he does 


the best: He gets himself 
prepared. The preparation 
is flawless.” 

The polish Lee shows on 
the field also shows up in 
front of the media. For a guy 
who has yet to take an offi- 
cial snap in a Nebraska uni- 
form, Lee has spent more 
than his fair share of time 
staring down the cameras 
and microphones of one 


i college football’s largest 


reporter throngs. 
And he’s at ease. He 


OS handles it like a pro. Lee 


Quarterback Tanner Lee (left) watches a replay of the action 
alongside offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf during the 
Red-White Spring Game at Memorial Stadium on April 15. 


and we were playing against 
better talent all the time. A 
lot of his stats and the things 
that look bad on paper really 
weren’t his fault. He prob- 
ably did the best he could 
under the circumstances” 

Price then added perhaps 
the most telling line: 

“I think if we had some- 
one else, he would have 
done a lot worse.” 

Lee passed his first test 
in Lincoln, dazzling 78,000 
or so in April’s spring game. 
The touchdown pass he laid 
in to JD Spielman remains 
his signature moment. You 


just smiled thinking about - 


it, didn’t you? 
"Things get real soon 
enough. Arkansas State is 


doesn’t have the brash- 
ness of a Johnny Manziel 
or the bravado of a Cam 
Newton. His answers are, 


: ms = to be honest, pretty va- 
GWYNETH ROBERTS, JOURNAL STAR FILE PHOTO 


nilla. He’s certainly very 
polite and engaging, but if 
you’re looking for some- 
thing juicy, you’ll have to 
look somewhere else. 

It’s a quality his coaches 
probably don’t mind one 
bit. 

“It just kind of comes 


with it,’ Lee said after a re- 
cent practice. “I just kind 
of take it in stride. Like I’ve 
said, I’ve just been enjoy- 
ing it. It’s a great opportu- 
nity. I’m looking forward to 
working hard and just mak- 
ing the most of it” 

The hard work has come 
mostly away from the spot- 
light. Lee toiled on the scout 
team for a year, with the 
only eyes on him belonging 
to his teammates, coaches 
and other closely involved 
with the program. 

He earned scout team 
MVP honors in 2016 after 
working against NU’s top 
units and scrimmaging dur- 
ing Sunday practices. 

But when the calendar 
turned to 2017, Lee stepped 
into the pressure cooker. 
In four months’ time, he 
locked up the starting job. 
His grip on that spot has 
only strengthened in fall 
camp. 

It helped, Lee said, having 
teammates that were ready 
to go to work in the summer 
after the hype of spring had 
died down, if just a little. 

“T didn’t have to get them 
up there or anything. They 
were getting me up there. 
So it’s nice to have guys 
that want to work?” Lee said. 
“It’s been a lot of fun. Last 
year I was still learning and 
wasn’t getting a lot of reps, 
obviously, having to sit out. 
So this has just been great. 
It’s an unbelievable oppor- 
tunity, so I’ve just been en- 
joying it every day.” 

There’s that level-head- 


edness again. 

Lee will have his bad mo- 
ments this season. When 
you’re building a house, 
something always pops up. 

But Lee, for all intents and 
purposes, seems to have the 
tools for the job. 

“Tanner’s definitely the 
best passer in the Big Ten, 
at least that I’ve seen.” 
Nebraska receivers coach 
Keith Williams said earlier 
this spring. “The thing is, 
he’s got to go out and show 
it on Saturdays and handle 
the pressure and the crowds 
and all that goes into it. But 
if you brought all the quar- 
terbacks in the Big Ten onto 
a field and just said, ‘throw 
the ball? he’d be the best 
passer.” 

That’s sure fun to listen 
to. But Lee’s arm, strong 
as it may be, won’t carry 
this team through the cold 
winter. Plenty of the same 
experts who love Lee’s abil- 
ity also think Nebraska will 
take a step back this season, 
no matter how good the 
Cornhuskers’ quarterback 
might be. 

That’s where Lee’s role as 
a leader will be just as im- 
portant as his ability to zip 
a throw. 

“Are we going to let that 
happen?” Lee * recently 
asked rhetorically. “Or are 
we going to do something 
about it?” 


Reach the writer at 402-473- 
7436 or cbasnett@journal- 
star.com. On Twitter 
@HuskerExtracs. 


BUY ANY DOZEN DOUGHNUTS AND 
GET A SECOND DOZEN OF 
ORIGINAL GLAZED DOUGHNUTS FREE 


when you eates in this coupon 


6410 O St., 
Lincoln, NE 68510 


(402) 817-7923 


DOUGHNUT S5 
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RELEASE 
Being strong is nice. Being 


quick is just as good. With a 
flick of the wrist, Lee is able 


to get the ball out on time 
and on target. Huge when 


Pass protection breaks down. 


— COMPILED BY 
CHRIS BASNETT 


ARM 

Like speed for a-wide receiver 
or leg strength for a'run- 

ning back, a strong armisa 
prerequisite for a pro-style 
QB. And Lee has a cannon. 
Slants, deep outs, posts, 


play-action: They all require 
zip on the ball. Lee has it, and 


. it comes naturally. “You'd 


like to say that he was this 


HEAD 


Lee had a full year to learn Ne- 


braska’s playbook, and already 


had a head start by coming froma 
similar offensive system at Tulane. 
His knowledge of what Langsdorf 
wants dictates much of what 
Nebraska will run. Expect a more 
“traditional” looking pro-style at- 
tack based solely on how well Lee 


6-4,220 lbs. 


understands those concepts. 


~ EVES 


You gotta find the open 
man, whether he’s streak- 
ing downfield, or releas- 
ing into the flat. And you 
have to do it quickly while 
seeing what the defense 

is throwing at you. “He’s 
really smart and able to 
see Coverages and get 

us in the right plays,” 
Langsdorf said. “He’s been. 
great in the run game and 
in the check-with-mes, and 


terrible thrower (when he got F f = 
here) and now he’s great,” row! ; cirscting trafticas wel: 
Langsdorf joked. “But he 
definitely has come in with 
some talent,” 


: ee, j | FOOTWORK 
DESIGNING ict } Nebraska quarterbacks have long been known for be- 
‘ ate a iY ee |i i | ing able to get the job done with their legs. Lee won't 
“ A PRO-STYLE { ~ — _ run for 800 yards this year, but his feet will still be 


Critical. Taking the proper drop, squaring his body, 


QUARTERBACK \ getting out on bootlegs: ali key pieces ina pro-style 
: - ree —= eo |. attack.“‘It’s really important for the timing. That’s.a 
Every offensive system needs its quarterback, and” | huge part of it,” Langsdorf said. “And if his feet are 
~ every quarterback needs system. Sojustwhatare | bad, it’s not going to time up with the receivers. So the 
Nebraska offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf | : : eon t of : is huge, and we do things maybe a 
st ; ae K . 2 ittle bit differently than he had in the past, but he’s 
_ and head coach Mike Riley looking for in their signal really worked hard through the summer,” 
‘callers? We've gotten a better picture of that over : eS) = : 
_ the years. And Tanner Lee, both coaches have said, x 
‘checks the same boxes as the best they've coached. 


— ILLUSTRATION BY CLARK GRELL, JOURNAL STAR 


If you or someone you 
know needs help 
because of problem 
gambling, contact 


Choices 


Treatment Center 
24/7 Helplines: 
402-476-2300 

Nebraska Helpline 


Scooter Mart... honday-Friday<'8:s0anr5:s0pr eee ae 


problemgambling.nebraska.gov 


Deb’s Hotdogs & Burgers 


Serving Husker Fans for over 30 years! 


Featuring the Original “Stadium Dog” 


A Healthy SMILE 1s A 
Beautiful SMILE 


We Want You To Feel Great About Yeur Smile! 
Fremont, NE Yo Find A Location Nearest You Visit... 


eine? sael www.familyfirsidental.com 
IC re ' Ee Je core to visit Our Wedeile vie a Pe 4 ‘ 
402.673.4200 fa at, Wirt eee Visit us Before, During, and After the Game at the 


Southwest corner, near Gate 2, Memorial Stadium 
Petal FAMILY 1ST DENTAL || [etesmonprpbpembnntan 


AG EQUIPMENT SEASON FOR $1.00 OFF YOUR ORDER! 


“Restrictions ait see your local Butler store for details. y "Where Your Family Comes Pirst!" 
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WE HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE 3-4 
DEFENSE, AND AL 
GROH HAS ANSWERS 


— is 
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STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Lincoln Journal Star 

Al Groh is considered to be aleading expert on the 3-4 
defense. 

Just ask Bob Diaco. 

The first-year Nebraska defensive coordinator worked 
under Groh as alinebackers coach at Virginia from 2006 
through 2008. During his introductory news conference 
at NU in January, Diaco referenced Groh, describing him 
as a “great teacher.” 

Groh was Virginia’s head coach from 2001-09. Before 
that period, he worked for four NFL teams from 1989 
to 2000 — the Giants, Browns, Patriots and Jets — and 
coached some of the league’s best defensive players, in- 
cluding Lawrence Taylor, Andre Tippett, Carl Banks and 
Willie McGinest. 

Groh speaks highly of Diaco. 

“Lots of energy,’ Groh said. “Lots of passion for foot- 
ball. Very organized.” 

Groh isn’t familiar with how Diaco’s 3-4 defense has 
evolved in recent years. But Groh can take you through 
the key elements of a 3-4, especially the Bill Belichick/ 
Bill Parcells model that he learned — whichis essentially 
the system currently used by Alabama. 

“Which is basically a two-gap system with downhill 
inside linebackers and big, versatile outside lineback- 
ers,’ Groh said. 

Retired from coaching and living right outside Bos- 
ton, the 73-year-old Groh was gracious enough to answer 
some of our basic questions. 


Question: You like to say outside linebackers in a 3-4 
are like the 3-4-5 hitters in a baseball lineup. What do 
you mean by that? 
Groh: In baseball, those are the major run pro- 
ducers. In the 3-4, the outside linebackers are 
the guys who are supposed to get the RBIs — in 
other words, make the big plays in the offensive 
backfield, in the run game and in coverage. It 
requires a lot of attributes to fulfil] all the 
aspects of the job description. It takes size. 
It takes athletic ability. It takes instincts. 
It takes a very versatile game to be atrue 
outside linebacker. The guy can’t be a 
one-trick pony. Certainly an integral 
part of the position is to be a dynamic 
pass rusher. But if all he is is a dy- 
namic pass rusher, then what he 
teally is is a defensive end. 
A true outside linebacker has 
to be able to dominate the tight 
end area against the run, rush 
the passer and continuously 
disrupt the pocket, but also 
be an effective pass defender. 
If that outstanding pass rusher 
can’t also be an outstanding 
pass defender, then the 3-4 de- 
fense loses its versatility of being 


DESIGNING THE 3-4 —————> 


able to rush any one of four linebackers to create your 
basic four-man rush. 


Q: Why is the 3-4 typically considered a good pass-rush 
system? 

Groh: With any defense — 3-4, 4-3, nickel, whatever it 
might be — your basic core pass rush is a four-man rush. 
So, ina 3-4, which one of those four linebackers is going to 
join the down three (linemen) to create the fourth rusher? 
There’s a deceptive aspect in that, which has alot to do with 
the success of, for instance .., You might be familiar withthe 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ fire-zone concept under (former defen- 
sive coordinator) Dick LeBeau. So much of that was‘based 
on putting together a variety of rush schemes in which the 
offense had to figure out, after the snap of the ball, which 
one of the four linebackers were going to come in on the pass 
rush. Or sometimes two of those four linebackers will join 
the three linemen to create a five-man rush. When you take 
away that versatility (of an outside linebacker) — because 
the guy is a one-trick pony — then you’re not really a true 
3-4. You line up like a 3-4 team, but you don’t really play 
like a3-4 team. 


Q: Would you characterize the outside linebackers as the 
most important pieces of a 3-4 defense? 

Groh: I wouldn’t say “most important” because it takes 
all the parts working together to really create the effective 
3-4. For example, it’s not a glamour position like we talk 
about with the outside linebackers being your cleanup 
hitters, but it’s hard to be areally good 3-4 defense with- 
out a really good nose tackle. That guy must have good 
lateral quickness as well as leverage, power and explosion. 


Q: Why is lateral quickness important for a nose tackle? 

Groh: Because that center rarely, if ever, during the 
course of a game or season is going to come off the ball 
straight ahead. He’s always coming off at essentially a 
45-degree angle to the side of the play. Ifthe nose tackle 
has what most people associate as prototypical nose- 
tackle size, but he can’t move laterally, then he’s imme- 
diately cut off. 


Q: What is prototypical nose-tackle size? 
Groh: Six-foot-2 to 6-foot-4, 295 pounds or there- 
abouts. The player has to be able to play with leverage. 


Q: Are the jobs of the defensive backs in a 3-4 system 
much different than in a 4-3? 

Groh: No. Coverage is coverage, regardless of what 
front scheme you choose ... There is no typical 3-4 cov- 
erage. It all depends on the philosophy and style of what 
that coach wants to play in the secondary. 


Q: One last thing: is there anything in particular that 
distinguishes Alabama’s 3-42 
Groh: (Chuckling) Yeah, the players. 


Reach the writer at 402-473-7440 or ssipple@journaistar. 
com. On Twitter @HuskerExtraSip. 


TUNNELWALK 


BRENT C. WAGNER, Lincoln Journal Star 


JOURNAL STAR FILE PHOTO 


ooking back now, you could say that the first Tunnel Walk for Nebraska football games wasn’t much, compared with how it looks now, with historical and current 

video clips and a microphone in the locker room as the players chant the “Husker Prayer.” It really was something, though. It allowed fans to see and feel a part of 

something that only the fans who lined the path to the field had before: the team leaving the locker room right before the game started and running onto the field. The 
installation of the large HuskerVision video screens in Memorial Stadium, and the cameras, allowed the 70,000 fans to now experience the team taking the field. And while 
the production was pretty basic when it all started in 1994, it was the start of something big. Now, just like the product on the field, fans are eager for the first game to see 


what that year’s Tunnel Walk will look like. 


THE BEGINNING 


Athletic director Bill Byrne got the Tunnel 
Walk going when he had the screens installed, 
and hired local sportscaster Jeff Schmahl to 
start HuskerVision. 

Kirk Hartman has been working for Husker- 
Vision from the start, now holding the title of 
executive director of video production. Hart- 
man and 10 full-time employees, along with 
student workers, produce video for football 
games and other sporting events and shows. 

No college stadiums were doing anything 
like Nebraska was when the Tunnel Walk 
started. 

The first year there wasn't a video, just a 
few flashes on the screens, the music anda 
live shot of the team walking down a,hallway 
to the field. 

“We had what | think was called a video 
toaster, was the apparatus we used to doa 
transition, and one of the guys we had up 
here just happened to hit some button that . 
just kind of flashed those flashes, and that 
was it. Then we revealed the guys walking 
out,” Hartman said. “That was really it. Pretty 
basic.” 


GREAT TIME TO START 


The next year the Tunnel Walk began to 
include animated videos. For a few years, pro- 
duction company Snitily Carr made the vid- 
eos, but now the HuskerVision staff does. One 
of the early year animations had the sower 
on top of the Capital turn into the Heisman 
Trophy pose. 

“One year we did the fly across Nebraska, 
and that was one of the biggest hits as far as 
Nebraska people,” Hartman said. “We went 
all the way from Scottsbluff around different 
things and animated the whole thing. | still 
hear people asking for that again. But then 
you have to stay up with the times a little bit. 
And we do it for recruits, too, as well as fans, 
so we changed to more of a video format.” 

The ideas for the Tunnel Walk videos were 
pretty easy those first few years because it 
was new, and the team kept winning national 
titles, and the videos came up with new ways 
to show off those trophies. 

“We had so much success in football, that 
made that Tunnel Walk even more important, 
because when good things happen to the foot- 
ball team, good things happen to everybody 
else, including us,” Hartman said. 


THEY’RE WITH US 


Shot Kleen has also worked with HuskerVi- 
sion from the start. One of his favorite stories 
involves co-worker Mike Hodges, who oper- 
ated the camera for the Tunnel Walk, which 
required him to be right by the door, and then 
walk backward to the field. 

“We were in the south stadium the first 
couple of years, and the first time we did it, 
the door opens and here comes Zach Wiegert 
and he’s a captain and he saw Mike there. 
Mike was in his way, and Zach pushed him,” 
Kleen said. 

Hartman was in the control both, telling 
Hodges to steady this camera. Hodges yelled 
back that a linemen had just hit him. 

“We went up to Zach the next week and 
said, ‘Hey, Zach, this guy is supposed to be 
here,” Kleen said. “He said, ‘Oh, OK.’” 


9/11 TRIBUTE * 


The Tunnel Walk for the first game played _ 
after.the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks was 
one that many people will never forget. The 
Huskers played Rice on Sept. 20. 

This time the players were on the field al- 
ready. Out of the tunnel instead came a small 
but important group, with three members of 
the UNL ROTC, and officers representing the 
Lincoln Police Department, the State Patrol 
and Lancaster County Sheriff's department. 
There was also one firefighter holding a small 
American flag. When the group reached the 
field, the firefighter extended his arm, and the 
flag waved in the breeze. : 

Radio broadcaster Adrian Fiala told the 
listeners that he'd been coming to Memorial 
Stadium a long time, and that was one of the 


“most emotional moments he'd ever seen. 


“It was a moment that I'll never forget, 
that one,” Hartman said. “The big games you 
remember a little more, too, with the Tunnel 
Walks, but that was the biggest moment | 
think for the Tunnel Walk.” 
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3 REASONS WHY HUSKERS ARE BUILT TO MAKE SOME NOISE 


QUARTERBACK PLAY 
Nebraska finally has the 
pass-first quarterback to 
run Mike Riley's offense. 
Tanner Lee has prototypi- 
Cal size, a big arm and the 
respect of his teammates 
and coaches. If he lives up 
to the hype placed on him 
since he arrived last year 
as a transfer from Tulane, 
Lee could go down as the 
man who took Nebraska 
to the next level. And 
should he go down with 
an injury, there appear 

to be two good options 
behind him in Patrick 
O'Brien and Tristan 
Gebbia. 


THE DEFENSE 

Bob Diaco’s 3-4 defense 
vexes opponents. You 
don't need to be remind- 
ed that Nebraska gave up 
40 points to lowa and 38 
to Tennessee in its last 
two games. And the Husk- 
ers got an up-close look 
at just how difficult a 3-4 
is to deal with in a close 
loss at Wisconsin. Head 
coach Mike Riley's roots 
are in the 3-4, and Diaco's 
enthusiasm has seeped 
down to the players. But 
we haven't seen it ina 
game situation yet. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Nebraska’s special teams 
could be among the best 
not just in the Big Ten, 
but in the nation. Kicker 
Drew Brown is a bona fide 
weapon. Punter Caleb 
Lightbourn is big, strong 
and has a year of experi- 
ence under his belt. The 
Huskers seem to have 
plenty of options — start- 
ing with a fully healthy 
De’Mornay Pierson-El — in 
the return game. In close 
games — and there are 
always close games — 
Nebraska can give itself a 
decided edge with what 
might be the program's 
strongest unit. 
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3 REASONS WHY 
THEY MAY NOT 


PLAYMAKERS 

Scheme and fit and expe- 
rience are nice, but when 
it comes down to it, the 
team with more playmak- 
ers wins more often than 
it loses. Does Nebraska 
have the dudes to prove 
the doubters wrong? The 
62-3 loss at Ohio State 
and the 38-24 loss to 
Tennessee in the Music 
City Bowl showed a vast 
gap between NU and its 
opponents when it came 
to individual talent. Has 
that gap closed? 


O-LINE QUESTIONS 

The offensive line’s 
struggles from 2016 can’t 
Carry into 2017. Yes, the 
2016 unit was beset with 
injuries. But Nebraska still 
struggled to move the 
ball against some of the 
most porous defenses in 
the nation. That group, 
now full of veterans, 
needs to be better. Tanner 
Lee might have a can- 
non attached to his right 
shoulder, but he doesn't 
have the elusiveness of 

a Tommy Armstrong or 
Taylor Martinez to cover 
up mistakes up front. The 
Pipeline needs to be bet- 
ter. Will it be? 


LACK OF DEPTH 

How much depth is there 
behind the top line guys? 
A few positions — running 
back, safety — are stocked 
with talent. Others — 
cornerback, offensive 
line, defensive line — have 
more question marks. Ne- 
braska has already seen 
its receiver corps thinned 
by injury before the first 
game of the season. A 
few injuries in the wrong 
places could send things 
off the rails in a hurry. 


AT OREGON, SEPT. 9 

Pretty fun time in Lincoln last year, wasn’t it? Now the 
Ducks would like to return the favor at Autzen Sta- 
dium, a place where Mike Riley went 1-6 while head 
coach at Oregon State. Last season’s win helped spur 
Nebraska to a 7-0 start. Oregon, with new coach Willie 
Taggart leading the way, would love nothing more 
than to beat NU and start making up for last season’s 
4-8 debacle. 


3 INCOMING 
FRESHMEN 


TYJON LINDSEY 

He's gotten the hype not 
just from his teammates, 
but from’an offensive 
coaching staff searching 
for playmakers. To watch 
Lindsey move on the field is 
to see a natural at his posi- 
tion. He may not start right 
away, but he'll get plenty of 
chances to make his mark. 


JAYLIN BRADLEY 

The coaching staff loves 

Bradley's ability to catch the 

ball, something that could 

come in handy for a team -» 
trying to improve its screen 
game. In a crowded back- 
field, the former Bellevue 
West star has worked him- 
self into the conversation. 


AVERY ROBERTS 
The linebacker enrolled 
early, and was already 
working with the second 
unit in spring ball. He was > | 
One ofthe toptwoorthree | ©. 
players in the 2017 recruit- 
ing class — a consensus 
top-100 player nationally 
— and has backed up that 
hype so far. Nebraska has a 
pretty stable group of line- * 
backers ahead of Roberts, 
but as Mike Riley said after 
a spring scrimmage, “It’s 
going to be hard not a play - 
im.” 


3 GAMES THAT COULD MAKE OR CRASH A SEASON .O TO: 


WISCONSIN, OCT. 7 

Forget the Ohio States of the word for a minute. 

If Nebraska is to win the Big Ten West Division, the 
Huskers must beat the Badgers for just the sec- 

ond time since NU joined the league. Last season's 
overtime loss in a night game at Madison stung, but 
many around the program came away encouraged by 
NU’s performance. Imagine how folks would feel if the 
Huskers sent the Badgers home with a loss? 
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IOWA, NOV. 24 

40-10 still smarts, for the fan base, for the coaches, 
for the players who were on the sideline that cold 
evening last year inlowa City. You know what else 
burns the Husker faithful, even if some of them won't 
admit it? The Hawkeyes have won three of the past 
four meetings between the teams with only a 37-34 
Nebraska win in 2014 preventing a four-game streak. 
And that was a contest lowa led 24-7 late in the third 
quarter. 


3 PLAYERS ON 
THE VERGE OF A 
BREAKOUT SEASON 


STANLEY MORGAN 

He just might be the best player 
on this team, regardless of 
position. And after two seasons 
of playing behind more experi- 
enced guys at his position, it’s 
his time. Mike Riley calls hima 
“warrior.” He'll need to be. 


a 


DE’MORNAY PIERSON-EL 

: Sure he broke out as a fresh- 
4... Man. But it’s been a lot of pain 
and frustration since then. 
Pierson-El is a senior now, 

fully healthy, and looking at an 
expanded role on offense to go 
with his expected return duties. 


TANNER LEE 

There’s been enough written and 
said about Lee and his potential 
that it feels like he’s been here 
forever. But he’s still a player 

- who threw for 3,601 yards and 
23 touchdowns (against 21 
interceptions) in two seasons 


JOURNAL STAR 
FILE PHOTO 


at Tulane. Could he reach those 
numbers (minus the turnovers) 
in one season at Nebraska? If he 
does, the Huskers will be a force. 
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THE 2-DEEP* ) 
FLOOR PLAN AD 


* UNOFFICIAL, AND BASED ON OBSERVATIONS 
AND COACHES’ COMMENTS THROUGH AUG. Zi 
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a 
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4 24 Mikale Wilben- 1:.,5-9,200 
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41 Lake MeNitt 
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OR St, 62, 250, fh 
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QUARTERBACKS 

12 Patrick O'Brien 6-4 230 RFr. San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 
13 _Tanner Lee 64 Destrefan, ie 
14 ‘Tristan Gebbia_ - 63° if. 
16 Andrew B Bunch 6-1 “200 So. Thompson Stations, Tenn. 
RUNNING BACKS 

5 Jaylin Bradley 6-0 180 Fr. _ Bellevue West 
18 TreBryant. | 511 200 So. St. Louis 
21 _Mikale wilbon 5-9 200 Jr. Chicago 


23 Austin Rose 6-1 225 Jr. Lincoln North Star 
24 24 Sean Lambert 6-0 205 RF Fremont. 
28 Adam Taylor 62 210 Sr. Katy, Texas. 
32. ‘Tanner Hass Figg Ko-0; 200 F RFT. a ~ Guardian Angels cc 
37 Wyatt Mazour 5-9 190 So. Boone Central/NG 
TIGHT ENDS 

11 Austin Allen 6-8 210 Fr. Aurora 
30 BoKitrell 6-1 235 Jr. Ashland-Greenwood 
47 Br Branden Hohen 4 ~_ Jackson 


82 Kurt Rafdal 


83 83 David d Engelhaupt 
85 Mat “Matt Snyder = 
86 Jack Stoll 


88 88 Tyler ‘Hoppes 6-4 245 Sr. 


6-3 240 RFr. Norfolk Catholic 
San Ramon, Calif. 


_ Lincoln Southwest 


89 C Connor Ketter 65 245 ick 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN. 
50 Jo John Raridon 


6- Pin 290 RFr. West Des Moines, lov lowa 


Sto kton, Ca Calif. 
—__ Lincoln East 
6:3 295 RFr. Lee's Summit. Mo. 
6-2 300 RFr. Santee, Calif. 
5-6 “RF. “New Lenox, I il, 
chbishop Be ergan 
Highland, ll. 


dwin City, Kan. 


51 M Matt Watts _ 


6 4 285° Sr. 


59 JakeKitten 


61 Bryan Brokop 

62 Cole Conrad 
63 Tanner Farmer Z 
65 "Christian Gaylord — a 


66 ‘Hunter Miller 


6-4 305 Jr. 
66 300 
65. 275. 


67° ‘Jerald Foster res 310 oir Lincoln Southeast 
68 Nick Gates 65 295 St. Las Vegas 


70 “Matt Si Sichterman 65 270° Fr. 
71 Matt Farniok «6-6 315 RFF, Sioux Falls, 5.D. 
B Broc Bando - 65 295 Fr. Lincoln (IMG Academy) 
74 Jalin Barnett 6-4 315. ‘So. * _ Lawton, Okla, 
75 TrentHixson. 64 260 fr ‘Omaha Skutt 
76 Brenden Jaimes- es 250 ne “Austin, Texas 
77 David Knevel _ 6-9 315 Sr. _ Brantford, Ontario 
a, 6-4 305 S0. ta —_ _ Omaha North 


1 _Tyion Lindsey 
me 2 Zack ‘Darlington 
44 _Jaevon McQuitty 
8 _ Stanley Morgan 


9 _Keyan. Williams — 


10° JD Spielman 


5 De’ Mornay Pierson-€! s0n-E15-9 190. Sr. 


31 | ‘Kade Warner 


33 33_ Dylan ylan Reynolds — - 
6-1 


51 


ERS 


WIDE RECEIVERS | 


spp 160_ Fre _Corona, Calif. 
for 6211950, © eAGopRaNela! 
6-0 195 Fr Columbia, Mo. 
64.195 Jn New Orleans 
510195 Jr. New Orleans 
5-9 180° “RF. Eden Prairie, Minn. 

* ~~ Alexandria, V; Va. 

61 200 ‘Fr. —_Scottsdale, Ariz, 
“6-0 170 Fr ~~Broken Bow 


185 Fr. 


Omaha Skutt 


195 > RFF. 


45 Ty Chaffin 65 200 | RFT Burwell 
80 BrettClassen 62 200 Sr. ~~ Medina, Minn. 
81 Gabe Rahn 61 195 Sr. Le Mars, lowa 
ah RR ULUTTaas eee 23 fies 
87 x nor Young 62 180 So. oe _____ Cozad 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

9 DaiShon n Neal 6-7 275 So. Houston 
44 Mick Stoltenberg _ 65 305 Ir j 
45 A.J. Natter 65 260. Sr. 4 
47 "Matt Jarzynka 64 (260) 3, Loup City 


48, Erik Evans _ 


50 Ben Stille 


55 Jordan Paup 


1 Fyn Anderson 
76 Dylan Owen 


Waverly 


reenwood 


Central city 
~ Saint Charles, Ul 


93° “Damion Daniels — 


_ Grandview, Mo. 


94 “Khalil Davis 


97° Deontre Thomas 6 


99 “Peyton Newell 


SPECIALISTS 
34 Drew Brown (Pk) 


54 Jordan Ober (Ls) 
90 Jackson 1 Walker (F (P) 


b Lightbourn, (P). 63 235 ‘So. . 


Blue Springs, Mo, 
: ‘Blue ‘Springs, Mo. 
“Mustang, Okla. 


92 Chase Urbach ( ) 


98 Isaac Armstrong (P) 


___ 53.25 J ‘Hlawatha, Ra, 
Sl 200 Sr. Southlake, Texas 

Yok. Washougal, Wash. 
65 200 Fr. Omaha Burke 
_61 225 st. Las Vegas 
x? 4 "250° ae Overland Park, Kan. 
6: 3 200 S 50. a _ Grosse Pointe, Mich, 


_ Lincoln South st 


5-11 200 So. Lincoln Southwest 


LINEBACKERS 
6-1 235 Sr. Gaithersburg, Md. 
& elnZsseie St ae Peoria, Ariz, 
7 "Mohamed iBarry 6-1 230 So. Grayson, Ga. 
12 Luke Gifford 6-3 235 Jr. Lincoln Southeast 
15 AveryRoberts 61 230 Fr Wilmington, Del. 
7 SedrickKing 64245 In Plant City, Fla. 
18 Guy Thomas 63 200 Fr. Miami 
22 Alex Davis 6-5 255 So. Riviera Beach, os 


30 _Quayshon Alexande 


32 Pernell Jefferson GD 285 RFr. New Creare 
33 Willie Hampton 6-1 225 Fr. Plantation, Fla. 
36 Spencer Jt Jordan 62° 210° RFT. _____ Omaha'Westside 
; ae “Fishers, Ind. 

ee Las Vegas 


New Orleans 


a2 “Coal mes 


49 ChisWeber 6340S ~ Elkhorn 
52 Andrew Ward 6-1 200 Fr. t. ___ Muskegon, Mich. 
57 57 Jacob Weinmaster 6-0 215 Soin a __Loveland, Colo. 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

2 Tony Butler 62 210 RFF Lakewood, Ohio 
4 AveryAnderson 6-0 180 So. Surprise, Ariz. 
6 Eric Lee Jr. 6-0 195 § So. ‘Milton, Mass. 
3 = “6-0 195 ew _ Jacksonville, Fla, 
il ° Boaz ‘Joseph “. “61 200 oe ton, Fi 


B- JoJo Domann _ 61 205 So. “Colorado S Springs, Colo. clo. 


19 Marquel Dismuke 6-2 195 RFT. 


19 _Marquel Dismuk 
21 "Lamar Jackson 


23 “Dicaprio Bootle ~ 5:10 185 RF EA 
24 Aaron Williams 5-11 190 Jr. Atlanta 
25 Antonio Reed __62 210 Jr. _ Memphis, Tenn. 


195 Ste Shreveport, ta 


28 EliSullivan ~ 


200. RFT am, ~ Longmont, Colo. 
35 ‘Jeremiah Stovall _  Siai | 185 So. Creighton Prep 
36 Reid Karel - 63.2 205. “So, Seward 
41 Jose ‘Marquez a 510 1 195 k 
a “é 15 sr a ee 
ATHLETES 
16 Ethan Cox 5-1 7s Fr. Blair 
FULLBACKS 
29 Ben Miles 6-1 210 Fr. Baton Rouge, La. 
38 Harrison Jordan _ 540 240° = _ Omaha Westside 
41 LukeMcNitt | 62 250 Sr Kearney 
49 Austin Hemphill 510225 S. _ Gretna 
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The plays and schemes have been designed. Now the 2017 Huskers 
look to make it all come together. These players look to take the 
plans and turn them into a final product worth glowing about. 


CAPSULES BY CLARK GRELL, JOURNAL STAR 


TANNER LEE | 


QUARTERBACK, 6-FOOT-4, 220 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


After the buildup, Lee ready to take the field 


The time for talk and NFL scouting 
evaluations is about over. And probably 
no one is more excited about it than Tan- 
ner Lee. 

After an offseason of raving reviews 
from inside and outside Husker camp, 
No. 13 is set to show what he can do 
against 11 opposing players in front of 
85,000-plus fans. 

Lee has impressed coaches and team- 
mates with his spot-on throws and his 
command of the offense during practice. 
More impressive to his peers is how the 
Tulane transfer has handled the attention 
and pressure that comes with the state’s 
most talked about job. 

“| think the one thing that | have noted 
about Tanner Lee (is that) there’s not a 
bunch of drama with him,” coach Mike 
Riley said. “High, low, goofy, crazy, mad, 
happy. ... Nothing much rattles him and | 
think he understands the process. 


PHOTOS BY SCOTT BRUHN, NEBRASKA COMMUNICATIONS 


“I think he likes the work, which for 
me is the key. The guy has talent and 
likes to work, give us that every day. It’s a 
beautiful thing.” 

Lee started 19 games at Tulane from 
2014-15. He threw for 1,962 yards his 
redshirt freshman season, and 1,639 
yards the following season. He totaled 23 
touchdowns and 21 interceptions. 

The belief is Lee will excel with better 
talent around him. He spent last year 
working. with the Husker scout team, 
fine-tuning his craft and learning Danny 
Langsdorf's system. 

Now it’s go-time. 

“It's been a lot of fun,” Lee said. “Last 
year | was still learning and wasn't get- 
ting a lot of reps, obviously, having to 
sit out, so this has just been great. It’s 
an unbelievable opportunity, so I’ve just 
been enjoying it every day.” 


| STANLEY MORGAN 


WIDE RECEIVER, 6-FOOT-1, 195 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


Huskers see a rising leader, 
playmaker in Morgan 


Gone are Jordan Westerkamp, Brandon Reilly, 
Cethan Carter and Terrell Newby. Nebraska entered 
the offseason needing playmakers, and if anyone 
looks poised for a breakout year, it’s Stanley Mor- 
gan. 

Morgan is more determined than before. His 
arrest for marijuana possession (the charges were 
later dropped) was a bump in the summer road. 
Morgan turned it into a learning moment, and his 


determination to become a better leader only grew, 


That was evident during fall camp 


I5 


WIDE RECEIVER, 5-FOOT-9, 190 POUNDS, SENIOR 


Stronger, quicker DPE wants to leave lasting mark 


De’Mornay Pierson-El used the 
words multiple times following a fall 
camp practice. 

Enjoy it. Have fun. 

That's the receiver's approach to 
his final season in a Nebraska uni- 
form. 

Final season? Somewhat hard to 
believe, right? 

It doesn't seem like it was that long 
ago when Pierson-El electrified the 
Nebraska fan base with his playmak- 
ing abilities. His 2015 season was 
shortened by injuries, the biggest 
blow a major knee injury midway 
through the season. 

Pierson-El slowly worked his way 
back during 2016, and finished with 
20 catches for 254 yards. His best 
performance came against Tennessee 


“| want those opportunities now,” Morgan said, 
“Every day I'm fired up, ready to work. You don't 
really have to lead by just talking every day. You 
can lead by example,” 

Morgan was a reliable option last year, as shown 
in Nebraska's overtime loss at Wisconsin when the 
New Orleans native made clutch catch after clutch 
catch 

Morgan finished second on the team with 33 
catches last year, and he has career numbers of 58 
catches for 757 yards. 

“He can be great,” Nebraska wide receivers 
coach Keith Williams said. “It’s on him. But he has 
the potential. He has the physical ability.” 


in the Music City Bow! (five catches 
for 49 yards). 

Nebraska will again turn to Pier- 
son-El in the punt-return game. He 
was mostly contained last year, but he 
didn’t have much space to work with, 
averaging 7.3 yards on 23 returns. 

Now first-year assistant Scott 
Booker is helping with special teams. 

“He’s shown me a few things,” 
Pierson-El said. “He's got a couple of 
things up his sleeve.” 

DPE will be looked at to help make 
his share of plays in Nebraska's pass- 
ing game, too. Now stronger and 
more confident, Pierson-El is ready 
for his final go-round. 

“| feel the best I’ve felt in a while,” 
he said. “My legs are stronger, better, 
| feel faster, | feel quicker.” 


y| 8 TRE BRYANT 
RUNNING BACK, 5-FOOT-11, 


200 POUNDS, SOPHOMORE 


Bryant continues 
to impress coaches 


Nebraska's running backs may have been on even 
ground during fall camp, but there are signs that 
point to Tre Bryant remaining a key part of Danny 
Langsdorf’s offensive plans, one way or another. 

The true sophomore had 13 carries against Mary- 
land and a team-high 11 the following week at lowa 
last year. Bryant also had a strong spring season. Fall 

Camp was good, too, but he did miss practice time 
because of some nicks. 

Bryant's versatility fits nicely in Nebraska's of- 
fense, He catches the ball well out of the backfield, 
and Mike Riley has stressed the importance of devel- 
oping a fluid screen game. 

Riley has said he’s drawn to backs who can stay on 
the field no matter the situation. Bryant perhaps fits 
that criteria better than the rest. 
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| : DEVINE OZIGBO 
RUNNING BACK, 6-FOOT, 


230 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


Ozighbo looks to separate himself 


Reggie Davis recalls sitting down with his most ex- 
perienced running back following last season. Devine 
Ozigbo talked about determination and focus, anda 
hunger to become Nu’s No. 1 tailback. 

“He's focused on getting the starting job and he’s 
been very determined this whole camp,” said Davis, 
NU running backs coach. 

Ozigbo, who has 135 career carries, can run with 
power. But he took it upon himself during the offsea- 
son to become quicker. He overcame a back injury 
during spring season, and had some nice runs in the 
Red-White Spring Game. 

The Sachse, Texas, native entered fall camp ina 
battle for the starting spot at running back, joining 
junior Mikale Wilbon, sophomore Tre Bryant and 
freshman Jaylin Bradley, 

“All our backs can do the certain same things very 
well,” Ozigbo said earlier in August. “I just have to 
find that one thing that separates me.” 


; q | MIKALE WILBON 
RUNNING BACK, 5-FOOT-9, 


200 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


Wilbon looking for 
his big breakthrough 


Like Bryant and Ozigbo, Mikale Wilbon is just as 
determined to become Nebraska's go-to running 
back. 

His goal this fall camp ... 

“Pretty much just be great every day,” the Chicago 
native said. “You can't be perfect. You strive to be 
perfect. I’m just here to go to work every day.” 

Wilbon's load’ has been light three years into the 
program (nine carries two years ago and 15 carries 
last year), but coaches like his speed and improve- 
ments in all aspects. 

Wilbon's best attribute: “Big-play ability,” he said 
earlier this month. “I’m trying to make big plays 
every time touch the bail. | feel like 1 can make big 
plays catching the ball and running the ball.” 

He showed flashes last year, especially against 
Northwestern (six carries for 55 yards, including a 
32-yarder). The key now for Wilbon is consistency. 


OFFENSIVE GUARD, 
6-FOOT-3, 310 POUNDS, 
JUNIOR 


Foster aims fora 
full slate in 2017 


A 2016 fall camp knee injury (MCL 
tear) was supposed to sideline Jerald 
Foster for an entire season. But the 
Lincoln Southeast graduate wasn't up 
for that. 

He told coaches and teammates 
he would return before the end of the 
season. Eight games later, Foster was 
starting alongside Nick Gates on the 
left side. He played in the final four 
games. 

Now Foster is ready to put in a full 
season's work. 

Foster and the Huskers are hoping 
cohesion plays a big factor in the offen- 
sive line’s play in 2017. 

“We're mostly all the grade, we came 
in together, we’ve known each other for 
the whole time,” Foster said. “That's 
always a great thing. If you’re to (form) 
relationships, it just allows you to trust, 
and trust on the football field is pretty, 
much all that it’s about.” 

Foster's MCL tear was one of mul- 
tiple injuries that rattled Nebraska’s 
offensive line last year. Now, Foster and 
Gates get a chance to work a full sea- 
son together. 


JERALD FOSTER) 


8 8 ‘TYLER HOPPES 
TIGHT END, 6-FOOT-4, 245 POUNDS, SENIOR 


Hoppes fits Riley’s plans toa T 


Mike Riley gave this glowing report of Nebraska's starting tight end at 
Big Ten Media Days: 

“1 think Hoppes might be as good a receiving tight end as we've had ina 
long time, for me,” Riley said. 

Remember, Tyler Hoppes has yet to record a catch at the collegiate 
level. And yet, Riley is extremely confident that he has found a tight end 
who fits his pro-style offense to aT. 

It says a lot about the potential of Hoppes, who may play even a bigger 
role with Nebraska down a wide receiver or two. 

“That's high praise,” Hoppes said at the beginning of fall camp. “l hope 
| can live up to that.” 

It became clear during spring practices that the Huskers were planning 
to create a key role for Hoppes. He was the target of several passes during 
scrimmages, and caught four balls for 66 yards in the Red-White Spring 
Game. 

The work continued into the summer. 

Known for his route running and pass catching, Hoppes patiently waited 
his turn. He was behind a trio of seniors on the depth chart last year. 

The Lincoln Southwest graduate stuck with it. Now he aims to make his 
head coach proud. 


6. 8 |NICKGATES 
OFFENSIVE TACKLE, 
6-FOOT-5, 295 POUNDS, 
JUNIOR 


Gates wants to close 
any gates to Lee 


It's gut-check time for Nebraska’s of- 
fensive line. 

Ask any of the big fellas up front 
— and offensive line coach Mike Cava- 
naugh — and that’s exactly how they 
want it. 

“We want that pressure, and in 
tough games we want that ball on our 
backs,” said Nick Gates, Nebraska’s 
most experienced offensive lineman. 
“Give it to us, and we're going to move 
the rock this year, so I’m excited.” 

The pressure is indeed on the backs 
of Nebraska's offensive line after incon- 
sistent play during the 2016 campaign. 

For Gates, he doesn’t want a repeat 
of the Music City Bowl when he strug- 
gled to hold off Tennessee star Derek 
Barnett. Gates aims to not let it happen 
again. 

Gates, at the beginning of fall camp, | 
said his body felt good. He’s stronger 
than he’s ever been. And he’s past a 
nasty ankle injury that slowed him dur- 
ing the back end of last season. 
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MICK STOLTENBERG 
NOSE TACKLE, 6-FOOT-5, 305 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


Stoltenberg standing tall ina new scheme 


Nebraska was only a moment 
removed from a 38-24 loss to Ten- 
nessee in the Music City Bow! when 
Mick Stoltenberg put his arms 
around Carlos and Khalil Davis. 

Stoltenberg was already looking 
ahead to 2017. 

“| just told them we're going to 
have to take the reins, and there’s 
no time for hesitation,” the pride of 
Gretna told reporters following the 
game, 

Little did Stoltenberg know at the 
time that he’d be the front set piece 
of a 3-4 defensive scheme, but here 
hes. 

Nebraska is looking to take 
advantage of Stoltenberg’s size in 
the 3-4. He plays with a physical 
and passionate edge, traits that no 
~ doubt please defensive coordinator 
Bob Diaco. 


Stoltenberg also is motivated. 

“Obviously, there were things 
that happened in some games last 
season when we got beat pretty 
bad,” Stoltenberg said. “That’s 
something | think about every day 
when | come into work ... | think it’s 
important we think about that stuff. 
it’s motivation. It really is.” 

Stoltenberg played in 12 games 
fast year, making nine starts. He fin- 
ished with 25 tackles. 

He added nearly 20 pounds in the 
Offseason (and 65 since his arrival to 
Nebraska) to better a fit a key part 
of Diaco's defense. 

“Mick is intangibly tough,” Diaco 
said in the spring. “He’s a grinding 
worker. He’s an aggressive player. 
He's very intense. He’s highly com- 
petitive, and his competitive spirit 
doesn’t allow for him to get down.” 
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CHRIS WEBER | 


LINEBACKER, 6-FOOT-3, 
240 POUNDS, SENIOR 


Weber’s turn 
to shine is here 


Chris Weber patiently waited his 
turn behind Josh Banderas last year. 
Now, Weber finds himself with the 
keys to Bob Diaco’s defense. 

And Weber’s position is a biggie. 
Strong inside backer play is a must. 

The Elkhorn graduate appears 
ready for the challenge. Diaco called 
Weber a “stalwart” during spring 
practices. 

“1 think he’s just extremely intel- 
ligent and can drive a defense,” 
linebackers coach Trent Bray said. 
“He knows when to make the calls. 
He knows when to move people. So 
when he’s on the field, everyone else 
around him plays faster. | think that’s 
his best attribute.” 

Weber appeared in 10 games as a 
sophomore, and made four starts as 
the Huskers battled through injuries. 
With Banderas excelling in 2016, We- 
ber saw limited time at middle tine- 
backer and finished with 17 tackles. 

Bray saw an unselfish player pa- 
tiently waiting his turn, 

“| think he realized who Josh was 
and where we were at in that posi- 
tion,” Bray said. “It couldn't have 
been easy for him. It never is. Espe- 
cially because when he did play he 
produced at a high level.” 

Weber added about 10 pounds 
to his frame during the offseason, 
weight needed to hold up against of- 


fensive guards when playing downhill. 


'DEDRICK YOUNG 


LINEBACKER, 6-FOOT-1, 
235 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


Young takes on role on the inside 


Dedrick Young, a true junior, played at outside line- 
backer during his first two seasons in Lincoln. 

Now the Peoria, Arizona, native moves inside next 
to Chris Weber, a spot expected to fit Young better. 

Young played in 12 games last year, making nine 
Starts. He finished'with 60 tackles, including 34 solo 
stops. 

Now a veteran, the Huskers are looking to take ad- 
vantage of Young’s experience off the field, too. Line- 
backers coach Trent Bray said Young and Weber are 
constantly working with the younger backers. 

“They meet with them when we're in meetings, 
they help them on the field,” Bray said. “It’s really an 
asset to where you can put them in a film room with 
those young guys and they can coach those guys'when 
you're busy.” 

It was two years ago when Young played against 
BYU and became one of just four true freshman line- 
backers to start any game since 1993, 

Bray has seen a lot of growth in Young. 

“He understands where he needs to be in coverage 
better,” Bray said. “I think the switch to the inside 
linebacker, in the box, has helped him tremendously 
with his physical attributes.” 
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SAFETY, 6-FOOT-1, 195 POUNDS, SENIOR 
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| f “AARON WILLIAMS — | 
SAFETY, 5-FOOT-11, 190 POUNDS, JUNIOR 


NU’s fearless leader in the secondary 


Ask any coach who has worked with Aaron Williams, 


and you'll find a common theme when it comes to Ne- 
braska’s junior safety. 

Mark Banker, Bob Diaco, the late Bob Elliott and 
Mike Riley have commended Williams about his high 
football 1Q. 

“| have appreciated Aaron Williams from the begin- 
ning,” Riley said at Big Ten Media Days. “He is really a 


smart, intelligent, aware football player. He is fearless. 


He is areally good person. He's a great teammate.” 
Now he's teaming up with Joshua Kaiu to form one 
of the top safety combinations in the Big Ten, and pos- 


sibly the country. 

Williams is as versatile as they come. 

The Atlanta native started as a true freshman in Ne- 
braska’s 2015 season opener against BYU. Williams has 
started 13 games since then. Playing as NU’s primary 
nickel back, Williams finished with 62 tackles, including 
32 solo stops, last year. He also had three picks and two 
sacks. 

A season later, Williams carries higher expectations. 

“"The sky’s the limit and we're only stopping each 
other,” Williams said. 


Kalu is Nebraska’s safety valve 


When Chris Jones went down with 
a knee injury in July, the logical ques- 
tion was asked: Would Joshua Kalu 
move back to cornerback? 

NU was thinner at corner, but 
coach Mike Riley leaned toward keep- 
ing Kalu at safety. And then defensive 
coordinator Bob Diaco said this: 

“We believe from an evaluation 
standpoint, and a future standpoint, 
he would be a very, very good corner 
and maybe even a great corner,” 
Diaco said of the Houston native. 
“But in'my mind, there’s no doubt 

that he is and/or will be one of the 
best safeties in the country, if 
not the very best safety in the 
country.” 
Diaco’s comments 
put an end to any 
questions. 
Kalu is 


staying at safety. The combination 
of Kalu and Aaron Williams gives the 
Huskers a formidable pair in the sec- 
ondary. 

After all, in the 3-4 alignment, it’s 
“a big, big deal to have great safety 
play,” Diaco said. 

Diaco likes a lot about Kalu. “Big, 
athletic, tall, fast.” He’s also a demon- 
strative communicator. 

Kalu started the past two seasons 
at cornerback. He led the team in 
pass breakups with 11 a year ago. He 
was fifth on the team in tackles. 

It’s become very clear how im- 
portant Kalu is to the Blackshirts, no 
matter his positioning on the field. 

“He's in a position where he not 
only sees it, but he's now saying stuff 
and it’s really helping our defense 
as a whole,” NU safeties coach Scott 
Booker said. 


ee 


CORNERBACK, 6-FOOT-3, 210 POUNDS, SOPHOMORE 


Jackson still has the frame, now more confident 


Lamar Jackson admitted during fall camp, his freshman 
season was a struggle. 

“The days when | felt like things were getting hard, | was 
shutting down,” the California native said. “! would tell my- 
self to shake it off, not take the coaching, not take the criti- 
cism, talk back a little bit. 

“But now (the coaches) don't really have to say too much. 
I'm bringing it.” 

That’s music to the ears of Nebraska's coaches. With Chris 
Jones out until at least November, the Huskers need Jack- 
son's play to match the hype that followed him to campus. 


A corner witha lot of size, Jackson played in all 13 games 
last year, backing up Jones and Joshua Kalu. He finished with 
17 tackles, including 14 solo stops. 

Jackson's talent has never been in question. But he is more 
confident, a key trait for cornerbacks coach Donte Williams: 

“If you're not confident, and you play DB, you shouldn’t be 
here and you shouldn't be around me,” Williams said. “You're 
in the open field; you're out in space. | like guys that are con- 
fident, and borderline cocky. That’s how you should be. And if 
you need somebody that's going to give you confidence, then 
you already have a problem anyway.” 


f DREW BROWN 
KICKER, 5-FOOT-11, 200 POUNDS, SENIOR 


Brown’s steady foot provides It’s the same approach that has led Brown toa 


couple of big seasons as Nebraska's kicker. He has 


foundation for Nebraska made 47 of 62 career field goals, including 12-of-14 


Drew Brown's goals for his final season asa as a junior. 
Husker are as steady as his foot. 

“l really just want to be able to help the team 
as much as | can,” the Nebraska kicker said at the Brown is approaching some of his brother's 
beginning of fall camp. “!could get caught up in : . ‘ 
individual goals, whether it's stats or awards, or marks. Kris Brown, who kicked on three national 
whatever the case is, But | think if (just focus on championship teams, is second.on the NU scor- 
helping the team as much as | can, those things will (ng charts with 388 points, so little brother has a 
kind of fall in place, ri chance to pass him there. 

“| don't want to get too caught up in goals statis- Kris Brown made 57 field goals in college. Drew 
tically. | just want to win as many games as | can.” is 10 behind him. 


He's seventh on Nu’s all-time scoring charts with 
282 points, and he’s on the Lou Groza watch list. 


( 
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DRAWING 
UP THE X’s 
AND O’s 


BRENT C. WAGNER 
Lincoln Journal Star 

College football playbooks have 
gone digital, and Nick Halberg 
hopes they never go back. 

Halberg is a full-time offensive 
analyst on the Nebraska coach- 
ing staff. He works closely with 
offensive .coordinator Danny 
Langsdorf in 
designing and 
_ distributing the 
Huskers’ book of 
secrets. 

Halberg grew 
up near Port- 
land, Oregon’. He 
started working 
in the video de- 
partment for the 
Oregon State football team when 
he was afreshman in college, and 
kept working his way up. 

It wasn’t that-long ago that 
football players carried around 
bulky playbooks filled with hun- 
dreds of sheets of paper with 
plays on them. Now the play- 
ers are given an iPad with all the 
plays. It’s also a multimedia ex- 


# 


Halberg 


* perience because the play charts 


also in¢lude video of that play, 
notes from the coaches, and any 
notes the player makes. 

When Halberg was at Oregon 
State ‘they still printed play- 
books‘for each of the players and 
coaches. 

“When we came here it was my 
first time using the iPads, and it 
was life changing for me,” Hal- 
berg said. “When I was at Oregon 
State we'd have a paper jam, andI 
couldn’t fix it. We’d have to take 
75 binders and put them on desk 
chairs and wheel them across the 
street to the other athletic of- 
fice to use their copier, and then 
wheel them all back and fix the 
playbooks, all at 11 p.m. or mid- 


night.” 

Nebraska was already using 
digital playbooks when Mike 
Riley and his staff arrived from 
Oregon State, so the new staff 
started using them. Now all the 
players and coaches have an iPad. 
Any changes, or new plays, inthe 
playbook can got out to all the 
players almost instantly. 

“In the past it would be any- 
where between 500 and 1,000 
page binder,’ Halberg said. “Now 
we’re able to use the iPad, and 
however many plays we have we 
can load them one by one into 
the iPad. The beauty of that is 
the guys are able to find things a 
lot easier. They’re able to search 
the name ofa play and it will take 
them right to it, rather than hav- 
ing to remember where it was in 
the binder.” 

The technology has saved alot 
of time for the staff, and given the 
players a better way to learn. 

“The best part I think is the 
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ability to load an example of 
film on the same picture of the 
play itself)’ Halberg said. “It’s 
just a little green triangle in the 
bottom right hand corner. They 
can look at the picture and look 
at what their position has in the 
picture, and then watch a clip of 
film of it and they’re able to have 
an example that we think is good 
for them to study from.” 

The coaches don’t teach all the 
plays at once, starting with about 
100 plays and building up. 

“T’d say by the end of fall camp 
we'll get through maybe 500 
plays,” Halberg said. “We would 
never carry that much into a 
game, but in camp you're trying 
to work on some things that you 
can draw back on. At least you’ve 
repped it if you have an opponent 
you might like it against. You 
might have an opponent where 
you're like, ‘That’s not going to 
be very good against them) so you 
don’t have it that week.” 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARK GRELL, JOURNAL STAR 


Once the season starts the 
coaches have a better feeling for 
who can make plays, and that 
helps in picking out plays. 

“You're definitely looking at 
plays for players; that’s a big part 
of it, and sometimes it takes a 
little time to say ‘OK this guy’s re- 
ally a playmaker, he does this well 
so we need to do more of that;” 
Langsdorf said. “And I think 
that’s a big part of it is, you’re 
making sure you’re running 
things that are good and putting 
your players in good positions to 
make plays.” A 

While the playbook won’t al- 
ways change a lot, there are new 
plays even since spring football 
ended. , 

Parts of Halberg’s job is to 
study what NFL teams, and col- 
lege teams that are good on of- 
fense, are doing. 

“We actually found a play in the 
red zone,” Halberg said. “We made 
acutup of every touchdown pass 


in the playbook 


JUNIOR I-BACK DEVINE 
OZIGBO 


Video games and pass protec- 
tions: “| spend at least 1 4 hours 
per day, on average, just going over 
little things. And sometimes.1’ll do it 
in between things, like, I’ll be play- 
ing a “Call of Duty” game. It's just 
every day for a liftle bit just to keep 
refreshing it. I'll just pick one thing. 
Like I'll pick a protection, and see 
how it looks against these fronts, or 
I'll pick a run, and see how it looks 
against these fronts.” ’ 


JUNIOR WIDE RECEIVER 
BRYAN REIMERS 


Make time for study: “You have 

to spend your time outside of here 
looking at it, otherwise it’s way too 
complex to just only look at it here. 
So you really got to work on it away 
from the stadium too. And | think 
that really helped me out, and taking 
notes. And also just talking to the 
other receivers about it. Maybe they 
know something you don’t, or you 
know something they don’t, and you 
can help each other out. That's kind 
of how it was that first year with this 
staff learning everything.” 


in the red zone for the NFL, and 
there was this one play that three 
or four different teams ran and it 
was really good andit was similar 
to some stuff we've already done, 
so we went ahead and put that in. 
So every once ina while there’ll be 
some new thoughts or new ideas 
between spring and summer, but 
for the most part it’s going to be 
the same. Or maybe it will be the 
same route combination, but 
we'll do it out of a different for- 
mation or difference protection” 

Once the season begins, for 
each opponent there will be a 
new playbook, which will also 
include the scouting report. The 
Huskers go into each week witha 
list of about 150 plays they may 
use that week. 


Reach the writer at 402-473-7435 or 
bwagner@journalstar.com. On Twit- 
ter @LJSSportsWagner. 


Speaking of playbooks and drawing up plays ... How do some of the greatest 
offensive plays in Nebraska football history look on paper? For the players 
involved, and the fans, there not just X’s and O’s. They’re pieces of history. 


OPTION RIGHT 
Husker 25-yd line. 


g 


HOW MANY GATORS 
DOES IT TAKE? 
The play: Traditional option right. 


The situation: The game was well in hand, 
Nebraska leading Florida 42-18 late in the 
third quarter of the 1996 Fiesta Bowl. But if 
the Gators hadn't already lost all hope, they 
soon would as Tommie Frazier took the snap 
onsecond down from the Nebraska 25-yard 
line, starting an option to the right as he had 
so many times before. Frazier was quickly 
10 yards upfield after shaking off a few arm 
tackles, but then things started to get pretty 
weird. He encountered a gang of Gators 

65 yards from the end zone and seemingly 
had nowhere to go, but one by one they fell 
away. Pretty soon Frazier was all alone on 
an easy jog to the end zone, and a stunned 
Jim Nantz was wondering: “How many tack- 
les can one man break?” Seven. One man 
can break seven tackles, and burn a memory 
in the minds of Nebraska and Florida fans 
alike in the process. 5 


They said it: “People should take their 
Heisman Trophy votes back and do it over. 
Without a doubt, Tommie Frazier is the best 
player in college football.” — Husker defen- 
sive lineman Jason Peter 


— Alex Lantz 


99 DOUBLE SLANT 


Mizzou 11-yd line 


OVER THE MIDDLE ... 
JUGGLED ... 


The play: 99 double slant, or, the Flea 
Kicker. 


The situation: Trailing Missouri by seven 
points with 7 seconds left, Nebraska’s hopes 
for a national championship hung in the bal- 
ance. Nebraska considered running option 
left with Scott Frost and Ahman Green. They 
instead called “99 double slant” — four wide 
receivers, two on each side of the formation, 
all running slants. Frost fired over the mid- 
dle, Shevin Wiggins’ right foot swung into 
the air, and freshman Matt Davison came 
out of nowhere to make a diving catch that 
saved the game and the season. 


They said it: “1 remember flying home 
thinking, ‘Man, we can still win the national 
championship.’ That’s how big this was.” — 
Davison 


— Chris Basnett 


BLACK 41 FLASH REVERSE 


Husker 37-yd line 
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The play: Black 41 Flash Reverse. 


The situation: After struggling offensively for 
the most of the game, the No. 2 Huskers led 
the No. 3 Sooners 13-10 with 6 minutes to go 
in 2001. Facing a first-and-10 at the NU 37-yard 
line, Huskers coach Frank Solich reached into 
his bag of tricks. The play started in standard 
|-formation, strong right, with |-back Thunder 
Collins, lined up at receiver, in motion from 
the left side. Collins took a handoff from Eric 
Crouch, then flipped a pitch to freshman re- 
ceiver Mike Stuntz on a reverse back to the 
left side of the field. Stuntz, who is left-handed 
and was recruited as a quarterback but moved 
to wingback in preseason camp, saw Crouch 
sprinting downfield three steps ahead of 
Oklahoma defensive tackle Kory Klein. Crouch 
raced down the field for the 63-yard touch- 
down in what has become the defining play of 
his Heisman Trophy-winning season. Nebraska 
went on to a 20-10 win, also snapping Okla- 
homa’s 20-game winning streak. 


They said it: Crouch said he remembers be- 
ing shocked when Solich called the play into 
the huddle. “We practiced it all week, but it 
didn’t work well in practice at all,” Croueh 
said via email earlier this month. “But if 
you're going to do something tricky then 
first down is a good time.” 


— Clint Robus 
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AIR JORDAN 
The play: Geronimo. 


The situation: Trailing Northwestern 24-21 
with 1:20 left, Nebraska began its final drive 
at its 17-yard line with no timeouts and a 
quarterback, Ron Kellogg III, who started 
the 2013 season No. 3 on the depth chart. 
Ameer Abdullah caught a short pass and did 
some tough running to pick up a first down 
on fourth-and-15. After a couple of short 
passes followed by an incompletion, Kellogg 
dropped back for a final play with four sec- 
onds on the clock. The strong-armed Omaha 
native let fly a ball that was deflected 

into Westerkamp’s hands in the end zone. 
Westerkamp, a redshirt freshman at the 
time, held on to the 49-yard Hail Mary for 
his first career touchdown, sparking the cel- 
ebration and one of the loudest roars heard 
in a Jong time at Memorial Stadium. 


They said it: “| get asked about it all the 
time still,” said Westerkamp, a native of 


* suburban Chicago. “When | think of the play, 


it brings back memories of that entire game 
and how it was such a surreal moment. | was 
very fortunate to be on the receiving end 

of that play and | will never forget it. It was 
crazy to be playing a hometown team like 
Northwestern as well.” 


— Steven M. Sipple 


HING PLAYS 


SCHLESSINGER TRAPS MIAMI 
The plays: 38 trap; 34 trap. 
The situation: Trailing Miami 17-9 late in the fourth quarter of the 1995 Orange Bowl, 
i Nebraska's vaunted rushing attack turned to its least-heralded weapon to close out the 
@ Hurricanes. Cory Schlesinger first scored on “38 trap,” following right guard Brenden Stai 
o to paydirt with 7:38 left. Less than five minutes later, Schlesinger busted loose off a block 
F from center Aaron Graham on “34 trap” to score the game-winning points with 2:46 to 
go, somersaulting into the end zone and giving coach Tom Osborne his first national title. 


They said it: “We practiced those trap plays, just for Miami, for a month, and when they 
Boas ; called it in the huddle, | didn’t think a thing about it because | knew it would be blocked 
1x3 x perfectly,” Schlesinger said in 2014. “When | scored, | looked at the grass in the end zone 
and it was a lot greener than anywhere else on the field.” 


38 TRAP 


Miami 15-yd line 


— Chris Basnett 
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Cory Schlesinger rumbles in for a game-winning touchdown against Miami during the 1994 season. 
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DRAWING 
UP THE 
LOOK 


In the world of uniform 


combinations, 
Huskers have one 


design built to last 


CLINT ROBUS 
Lincoln Journal Star 


here’s not a lot of mystery, 
T Jay Terry said, behirid the 
iconic block “Nj” the red 
jerseys, the white pants. 
Simple. Clean. Consistent. 
“The red and the white ... it 
pops,” said Terry, Nebraska foot- 
ball’s head equipment manager. 
In a college football landscape 
that increasingly over the last 
decade has seen programs e€x- 
periment more and more with 
multiple helmet-jersey combi- 
nations and more and more al- 
ternate uniforms, the Nebraska 
look has largely been untouched 
dating back to the storied days of 
the mid-1990s. 


Part of the underlying issue 


with alternate uniforms, Terry 
said, is if you turn on the TV and 
you don’t know what team you’re 
even watching. Turn on the TV 
and you see those tenents of the 
Husker uniform, and you know. 
“It’s been a tradition the way it 
is, and that’s one thing over the 
years that I always think of when 
we do our uniform is ‘We’ve got 


to keep it the same,” Terry said. 
“When people turn onthe TV and 
they see that helmet, they know 
it’s Nebraska” 

Now, Nebraska has tinkered. An 
Adidas school since 1995, there is 
the infamous gusset experiment of 
2002 where the pants had inserts 
running down the legs. That was 
Terry’s first season as head equip- 
ment manager, he’s been an equip- 
ment manager since 1997, and the 
uniform decision was already done 
when he was hired to the position. 

“The next year, we switched 
back,” Terry said. “We have some 
stuff that makes uniforms look 
different, but we’ve kept them 
the same.” 

That stuff largely relates to 
technology in the pants and jer- 
seys; the materials Adidas uses 
can look different. The school has 
held to the philosophy of keeping 
the overall uniform look the same, 
but the way things have to be cut, 
sown and inserted changes year- 
to-year with the tech. © 

“There’s areason we don’t wear 
mesh-holed jerseys with their 
stomachs showing like they did 


in ‘95-97,’ Terry said. 

And that’s how Adidas fits into 
the larger uniform picture. They 
work on the tech (the Husker uni- 
forms are currently made with the 
Adidas techfit compression tech- 
nology), then shows NU the art- 
work, which has be signed off on, 
starting with the administration 
and on through the football staff. 

Terry has some input, but it’s 
mainly administration and above 
making the final decision on uni- 
forms. The process is the same 
with alternate uniforms: Adidas 
pitches ideas and themes to the 
administration, and there’s some 
back and forth of “we like this, we 
don’t like this, let’s look at this.” 

Adidas also has a representa- 
tive in Memorial Stadium who 
works with the equipment staff 
on a daily basis and serves as 
contact point between all sides. 
Adidas does not make its on-site 
property managers available to 
the media and a request through 
Adidas public relations for input 
from the uniform team that works 
with Nebraska was not returned in 
time for publication. 


SCOTT BRUHN, NEBRASKA COMMUNICATIONS 


Truthfully, Terry said, any uni- 
form maker would like to switch 
the uniform every year to increase 
merchandise sales (Oregon — 
cough — Oregon). 

“But I think adidas realizes, 
and they’re a good partner with 
us, that with us that’s not who 
we are,” Terry said. “So I think 
you kind of have to know your 
situation. For some teams, that 
does work though, switching it up 
every year. Because that’s what’s 
they’re known for, that’s what 
they get recruits for. 

“As long as both groups come 
together knowing the situation, 
and I think they’ve been great 
partners with us on that, keep- 
ing our look clean and the way we 
want it.” se 

So what does Terry hear from 
fans and others who are, or aren’t, 
for changes and tweaks? He gets 
afew emails and sees some post- 
ing on the message boards. Husker 
players, for instance, have been in 
favor of the all-white uniforms, 
citing a cool, clean look. 

Sometimes competition neces- 
sitates all-white or all-red. Terry 


recalled the game at Fresno State 
game in 2014. He pushed for all 
white because he knew that Fresno 
State was coming out wearing all 
ted — helmets, jerseys, pants. 
But this year’s regular uniforms, 
he said, should trend more to the 
traditional white over red for road 
games and what coach Mike Riley 
decides. 

Terry also thinks the uniforms, 
alternate or regular, shouldn’t be 
a distraction, and fans sometimes 
take the changes and looks a little 
out of proportion, But he does 
approve of this.year’s alternates, 
which are a throwback to the 1997 
national championship team to be 
worn Oct. 7 against Wisconsin. 

With the Nebraska’s primary 
color scheme red and white, it 
gives the uniform team a year 
off from trying to come up with 
something new and different. 

“There’s only so much you can 
do to try and not be re-doing 
something;’ Terry said. “This 
gives us a good year of kind of tak- 
ing a break, honoring the 97 team. 
I think it’s kind of fun and it will 
be pretty cool to do.” 
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ARKANSAS STATE 
7 P.M., BTN 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 5/10 


The buildup: Arkansas State 


_ has won or shared five of the 


past six Sun Belt titles and 
is'20-4 in conference play in 
three years under coach Blake 
Anderson. But this is a pro- 
gram forever looking for wins 
that raise eyebrows nationally. 
Winning at night in Lincoln just 


‘might qualify. As for Nebraska, 


there is a ton of fan anticipa- 
tion to size up,Bob Diaco’s 
3-4 defense and Tanner Lee’s 
strong right arm. « 

How we size it up: Arkansas 
State, led by hard-charging 
defensive end JaiVon Rolland- 


‘Jones, will make plays here 
- and there dnd perhaps keep it 


. Close much of the night, with 


“night” being the key word. 
Memorial Stadium is a special 
place at any time of day, but 
especially at night. The Red 
Wolves hunger for an upset, 


’ but it won't happen on this 


night. 


Frame work tic scucouwe 


Nebraska's 2017 schedule features three games against teams from Illinois, two Friday 
contests and a trip to Pac-12 country. More importantly, after September, the Huskers 
will certainly have their work cut out for them. How might things play out? Steven M. 


OREGON 
3:30 P.M., FOX 
(Autzen Stadium, 
Eugene, Oregon) 


Program standing: 8 

The buildup: Nebraska fans 
are anxious to gauge Lee’s 
mental toughness, and here’s 
a meaningful barometer. 
Autzen Stadium has a small 
capacity (54,000), but it gets 
loud and ornery, Speaking of 
tests: How will Diaco’s defense 
hold up against Royce Free- 
man and a band of excellent 
Oregon running backs? The 
Ducks will try to avenge last 
season's 35-32 loss in Lincoln. 


How we size It up: The game 
figures to be close throughout. 
Oregon's offense will inflict 
ample pain.on Diaco’s crew. 
But keep in mind, the Ducks’ 
defense last season was awful, 
and first-year head coach Wil- 
lie Taggart has said the roster 
he inherited was “weak” for a 
Power Five program. Freeman, 
though, is anything but weak 
— and he ultimately will be the 
difference for a Ducks squad 
that many believe to be a legit 
top-25 outfit. 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


11 A.M., FS1 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 4 

The buildup: There won't be 
a lot of buildup for this game, 
and that factor — along with 
the early kickoff — could be 
significant challenges for 
Nebraska. Thing is, top-tier 
teams avoid sizable mood 
swings and losses to inferior 
Opponents. Perhaps Lee's 
even-keel nature will help 
keep Nebraska on track. 


How we size it up: We 
envision a difficult test for Ne- 
braska. Remember, Northern 
Illinois had double-digit vic- 
tories in five straight seasons 
from 2010-14. So, the program 
has a sturdy foundation. The 
2017 Huskies have no shortage 
of playmakers on offense, but 
their leaky defense ultimately 
will keep them from pulling off 
an upset. 


Sipple takes a look at each game. 


AERAUERGEURER 
'Y EAST COAST HO 


RUTGERS 
TV TBA 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 3 

The buildup: It’s the Big Ten 
opener for both teams, so 
there's significance in that 
regard. Rutgers was 0-9 in the 
conference last season and 
was outscored by a combined 
224-0 by Ohio State, Michi- 
gan, Penn State and Michigan 
State, Husker fans will be 
expecting a waltz. 


How we size it up: Rutgers 
has a few notable playmakers. 
But most noteworthy of all is 
that Jerry Kill is now running 
the Scarlet Knights offense. In 
addition, fifth-year senior re- 
ceiver Janarion Grant (5-foot- 
10, 172 pounds) returns after 
breaking his ankle early last 
season. He had 20 catches in 
four games before his injury. 
Bottom line, Rutgers will score 
some points, but not nearly 
enough of them to win. 


Program standing rating scale 
1= Program in need of a remodel 


ILLINOIS 

7 P.M., FS1 
(Memorial Stadium, 
Champaign, Illinois) 


Program standing: 4 

The bulldup: The Friday night 
factor gives this game some 
intrigue, as does Nebraska's 
last visit to this stadium — a 
14-13 defeat on a windy, gray 
day in October of 2015. For Ne- 
braska, this is the calm before 


the storm with a game against ° 


Wisconsin looming. 


How we size it up: Nebraska 
struggled with Illinois last sea- 
son in Lincoln, trailing 13-10 at 
halftime before pulling away 
with a 21-point fourth quarter. 
But that Illini squad had a 
strong defensive line, an area 
that may now be a weakness. 
If the Huskers are dialed-in, 

a two-touchdown win feels 
likely. . 


10 = Program is the Taj Mahal of college football 


WISCONSIN 
TV TBA ‘ 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoin) 


Program standing: 8.5 


The buildup: Wisconsin is 5-1 
against Nebraska since the 
Huskers began play in the 
Big Ten in 2011. The Badgers 
prevailed 23-17 in overtime in 
October in Madtown, where 
the Huskers held their own in 
the trenches. Same goes for 
2015, when Wisconsin won 
by two points in Lincoln. It’s 
time for NU to assert itself in 
this series. Another close loss 
would be of no consolation. 


How we size it up: Nebraska 
should have a great chance 

to win this game in what 
figures to be an electrifying 
atmosphere, as the Huskers 
don alternate uniforms in the 
mold of the program's 1997 
look. It’s easy to envision yet 
another extremely close game 
in the series, with Lee’s steady 
presence perhaps being the 
difference. The Huskers know 
by now they must be ready for 
a physical brawl against a pro- 
gram that seldom beats itself. 
The good news for NU is UW's 
offensive line, though experi- 
enced, doesn’t appear to bea 
vintage Badger group. 


aaa 
tT even iho 
Bh 


OHIO STATE 
TV TBA 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 10 

The buildup: Nebraska play- 
ers will be asked frequently 
about last season's 62-3 loss 
at the Horseshoe. That's 
pretty predictable, right? Also 
predictable is this: It would be 
very surprising if Ohio-State 
comes to Lincoln with more 
than one loss (the Buckeyes 
play host to Oklahoma on 
Sept. 9 in easily their toughest 
game before Oct. 14). Bot- 
tom line, Nebraska is trying 
to catch up with the Big Ten’s 
premier program. Is the gap 
really as wide as last season 
indicated? 

How we size it up: If you're a 
Nebraska fan, you're probably 
going to pray for Ohio State 
to suffer a letdown, and that’s 
entirely possible because 

last year’s game could work 
against the Buckeyes psycho- 
logically. As for the matchup 
from a personnel standpoint, 
Ohio State's talented and 
deep defensive line has to be 
Nebraska’s foremost concern. 
if the Buckeyes were to find 
themselves in a jam, they have 
asmooth and savvy senior 
quarterback, J.T. Barrett, in 
whom to trust. 


PURDUE 

TV TBA 

(Ross-Ade Stadium, 
West Lafayette, Indiana) 


Program standing: 3 

The bulldup: Or maybe we 
should call this the “come- 
down.” After monster home 
games against traditional Big 
Ten powers, Nebraska heads 
to the quiet of West Lafay- 
ette, where pregame traffic is. 
virtually nonexistent and the 
stadium (57,236) will be about 
half full. Ah, but there will be 
nagging questions about the 
Huskers’ loss to the Boiler- 
makers in 2015, one of the 
lowest points in the modern 
era of NU football. 


How we size it up: Let's be 
real: This is a scary game for 
Nebraska partly because of 
where it falls on the schedule. 
What’s more, Purdue features 
a talented junior quarterback 
in David Blough (6-1, 200), 
who's given the Huskers 
headaches on two previous oc- 
casions. First-year head coach 
Jeff Brohm is highly regarded, 
but he inherits a roster sorely 
lacking in depth on defense. 
That tends to catch up with 
teams in late October and 
November. 


NORTHWESTERN 
TV TBA 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 6.5 


The buildup: And so it begins, . 


Nebraska's rugged stretch of 
November games that will 

test the mettle of the entire 
program. Many fans and pun- 
dits regard Northwestern as a 
rising program, especially with 
its new $260 million athletic 
complex on the banks of Lake 
Michigan — with a gorgeous 
view of the Chicago skyline. As 
long as Pat Fitzgerald is steer- 
ing the ship, Northwestern will 
be a tough and well-coached 
team most of the time. 


How we size It up: Nebraska 
played one of its best games 
of the 2016 season last 
September at Northwestern, 
churning out a 24-13 triumph 
that was more convincing 
than the score indicates. The 
Wildcats will probably present 
astiffer challenge this time 
around. Quarterback Clayton 
Thorson and running back 
Justin Jackson operate behind 
an offensive line that returns 
four starters. The defense is 
salty. Buckle up, Husker fans, 
this one likely will be decided 
in the final few possessions, 


ERRREARE 
BOAT FACTORY | 


<+.+__——_ NOV. 11 —————_> 


MINNESOTA 
TV TBA 

(TCF Bank Stadium, 
Minneapolis) 


Program standing: 6 

The buildup: There certainly 
is some intrigue in the coach- 
ing matchup: P.J. Fleck, 36, 
the youngest head coach in 
the Power Five conferences, 
squares off against 64-year- 
old Mike Riley. When Fleck’s 
squad encounters Nebraska, 
it will be coming off back-to- 
back road tests against lowa 
and Michigan. Considering 
the Gophers’ lack of depth 

in their lines, one wonders if 
the physical nature of those 
two opponents will soften up 
Fleck’s crew for NU. 


How we size It up: Nebraska 
struggled to put away Min- 
nesota last season in Lincoln 
before prevailing 24-17, and 
this year’s game figures to 

be another close one. Give a 
slight edge to Nebraska if only 
because the Huskers likely 
will be much better equipped 
at quarterback (assuming 


. Tanner Lee is still healthy in 


mid-November). However, the 
Gophers’ running back duo of 
Rodney Smith and Shannon 
Brooks is always a threat to 
grind out yards and control 
the clock. 


PENN STATE 
TV TBA 


(Beaver Stadium, State 
College, Pennsylvania) 


Program standing: 8.5 

The buildup: What an op- 
portunity for Nebraska, which 
likely will be a heavy underdog 
against a Penn State squad 
that returns 18 starters from 
last season's Big Ten champi- 
onship outfit. It’s the sort of 
win Riley could use to show 
skeptics that his offense can 
roll up big numbers even in 
cold-weather games against 
high-grade competition. 

How we size it up: What an 
opportunity for Husker defen- 
sive coordinator Bob Diaco. 
His defense will try to solve 

a Nittany Lion offense that 
last season finished with the 
fifth-highest scoring average 
in school history — 37.6 points 
per game. The undefeated 
1994 Nittany Lions own the 
school record at 47.0. With 
Trace McSorley’s prowess in 
the passing game and Saquon 
Barkley’s premier power and 
speed as a runner, it’s difficult 
to imagine many defenses 
slowing down James Franklin’s 
squad this season. 


lOWA 
3 P.M., FS1 
(Memorial Stadium, Lincoln) 


Program standing: 7 

The buildup: It seems likely 
the word “bloodbath” will 
come up in discussion as this 
game nears. After last No- 
vember’s game in lowa City, 
former Nebraska defensive 
coordinator Mark Banker 
Said lowa’s practices must be 
“like a bloodbath” because of 
how physically the Hawkeyes 
played in the 40-10 victory. 
Here’s something else that will 
come up in conversation: The 
Hawkeyes have won three of 
the past four meetings. 


How we size it wp: [his feels 
like a season in which Nebras- 
ka should have the upper hand 
against its border rival. lowa 
entered August unsettled at 
quarterback and with a dearth 
of playmakers at the receiver 
positions. Here’s the deal, 
though: Nebraska players 
need to approach the game 
with the same energy that 
lowa does. The Hawkeyes just 
seem to want this one more. 

if the Huskers show up ready 
for a street fight, they should 
end the regular season ona 
high note, 
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— Capsules compiled by 
Chris Basnett, Journal Star 


AP FILE PHOTOS 


\ 
OREGON 


Ducks (4-8 last year) 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Huskies (5-7 last year) P j 


of REBUILDING PHASE € REBUILDING PHASE 


STEADY 
Red Wolves (8-5 last year) LATE CP THO SP 
Sept.2 |7 p.m. | BTN | Memorial Stadium 


Sept.9 | 3:30 p.m. | Fox | Eugene, Ore. 


Sept.16 | lla.m. | FS1 | Memorial Stadium 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 

Ja’Von Rolland-Jones Arkansas State’s defense Coach Willie Taggart loves The backs will run behind Senior running back Jor- Northern Illinois will have 
(below) will be one of the will be its strength. Of the his running backs, tellingThe a line that returns four dan Huff (below) has f an experienced defense 
best defensive players the Red Wolves’ eight preseason Oregonian recently thathe’s —_ players who started last nearly 1,500 career rushing that paved the way toa 


Huskers see all season. The all-conference players, five open to having three of them season as freshmen, as well yards and should beinline 4-1 finish in 2016. The 
strength on that side lies in 


2016 Sun Belt Conference are on that side of the ball, on the field at any one time. as senior Tyrell Crosby, who to be more of a feature 

Player of the Year, Rolland- coming from all three levels Royce Freeman (below), was a starter until a foot back this season. Look the secondary. Cornerback 
Jones is the preseason (line, linebackers, defensive Tony BrooksJames and Kani _— injury against Nebraska for NIU to rely on Marcus Shawun Lurry was an All- 
Defensive Player of the Year backs). Benoit combined for 2,016 ended his season. Jones, too. He tookamedi- American two years ago. 


this season. yards last year. cal redshirt in 2016. 


State and gets Troy, picked 
second in the league, at 
home. A trip to the Sun Belt 
champignship game isn’t out 
of the question; especially 


Taggart was hired away from 
South Florida to clean up the 
mess, and there's plenty of 
reason to think he can do it 
quickly. The cupboard isn't 
exactly bare in Eugene. 


16 "15 '14 '13 '12 


Five school to visit its campus 
for a home game. The season 
opener against Boston College 
should provide a decent gauge 
for,a team that won four of 

its last five games to end last 
season. 


rate 5 RETURNING SFARTERS~ 4 | Lee wt mila Q ~~ RETURNING STARTERS ~~ & - et of '5 RETURNING STARTERS 6 es 

| COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE 
Arkansas State needs its $2__at Nebraska That defense. Woof. The $2 Southern Utah The Huskies had lousy quar- $1 Boston College 

| defense to be good, because $9 Miami Ducks didn’t allow fewer than S9 Nebraska terback luck last season, los- 59 E. Illinois 
the offense is still a work in $16 Ark.-Pine Bluff 26 points in any game last S16 at Wyoming ing Drew Hare and Anthony $16 at Nebraska 
progress under fourth-year 523 at SMU season, gave up more than S23 atArizona St. Maddie to season-ending 530. at San Diego St, 
coach Blake Anderson. The 40 six times, more than 50 mace te injuries and getting mostly ‘ 
Red Wolves were 93rd in the 04" at Ga, southern three times, and got 70 hung S30 Californta ineffective play from Ryan OP Kent yt 

| country last season in total . 014 Coastal Carolina on them by Washington. The 07 Washington st. Graham and Daniel Santa- 014 at Buffalo 
offense and 74th in points 019 La.-Lafayette unit finished the year ranked 014 at Stanford caterina. Graham (redshirt 021 at Bowling Green 
per game. . } 028 at New Mexico St. 126th out of 128 FBS teams in 021 at UCLA junior) and Santacaterina 026. Michigan 

| LET’S DRAWITUP | Nil at South Alabama total defense. 028 Utah (redshirt sophomore) are N2_ at Toledo 

' . : , back, but have two redshirt 

The Red Wolves scored one N8_ Texas St. LET’S DRAW IT UP N4 at Washington freshman and a true fresh- N9 Ball st. 
for the little guy, getting a N25. at La.-Monroe Oregon was an unmitigated N18 Arizona man behind them. NI5 W. Michigan 
home game against Miami D2. Tro disaster in 2016, finishin N25 Oregon St. a 
this season. Arkansas State fH with a losing record for the se LET’S DRAW IT UP r ap la hen 
also avoids preseason con- DRAWING UP W’s first time since 2004 and just | ORAWING UP W’s Like Arkansas State, Northern DRAWING UP W’s 
ference favorite Appalachian the second time since 1993. Illinois was able to get a Power 


with that defense. 
: : 16 '15 '14 "13 '12 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Steve Roberts coached at the school 
from 2002-2010, oversaw the program's name change from 
Indians to Red Wolves, and recruited many of the players who 
played in three conference championships and three bow! 
games with two 10-win seasons between 2011-2013. 


, PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Jordan Lynch quarterbacked 
Northern Illinois to the 2013 Orange Bow! with a then-FBS 
quarterback record 1,751 rushing yards. He surpassed his 
own record the next season, running for 1,920 yards and 
becoming a Heisman Trophy finalist. 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: On the field, Mike Belotti and Chip 

Kelly built Oregon into a powerhouse. But it’s Phil Knight's 

Nike empire that has put the Ducks on the map as much as 
any player or coach. Knight has given hundreds of millions 
of dollars to his alma mater. 
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IN NEED OF A MAKEOVER 


Scarlet Knights (2-10, 0-9 Big Ten last year) 


Sept 23 | 2:30 p.m. | TV: TBA | Memorial Stadium 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


Fara 
| "| a 


WLLINOIS ee i 


Illini (3-9, 2-7 Big Ten last year) 
Sept. 29 | 7pm. | FS1{ Champaign, Ill. 


WISCONSIN. aa 


Oct.7| Time: TBA! TV: TBA Memorial Stadium — 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


Scarlet Knights senior 
receiver Janarion Grant 
(below) is one of the most 
exciting return men in the 
country, with eight career 
kickoff and punt returns 
for touchdowns, but the 
5-foot-10, 170-pounder also 
battled injuries. 


Off. » 


COULD USE A RE-DRAFT 


Could be any area, but we'll 
go with the offense, which 
was shut out four times last 
season and Is now on its 
eighth offensive coordina- 
tor in eight seasons with the 
hiring of former Minnesota 
coach Jerry Kill. 


LET’S DRAW IT UP 
Rutgers opens the season 


with a home game against . 


Washington, and also plays 
Ohio State, Michigan and 
Penn State. That’s a brutal 
schedule for anyone, much 
less a team that’s at least 
one more year away from 
trying to compete for a bow! 
bid. It’s looking like another 
long season in Piscataway. 


5 RETURNING STARTERS & 


Rutgers’ defense is young, 
and certainly took its lumps 
last season, but it’s full of 
sophomores and juniors 
who got a lot of playing 
time last season. LBs Trevor 
Morris and Deonte Roberts 
led the team in tackles last 


Def. 


SCHEDULE 

S1 Washington 
S9 __E. Michigan 
$16 . Morgan St. 
$23 at Nebraska 
$30 Ohio St, 
014 atillinois 
021 Purdue 
028. at Michigan 
N4_ vs. Maryland 
N11 at Penn St. 
Ni8 at Indiana 
N25 Michigan St. 


DRAWING UP W’s 


. 


8 9 
ili 


16 "15 '14 "13 "12 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 

Running backs Kendrick If Jeff George Jr. or 

Foster (below) and Reggie § Chayce Crouch can step 
Corbin combined for 1,243 up at the quarterback spot, 


yards and nine TDs while 
averaging 5.9 yards per carry 
last season against defenses 
that knew the Illini couldn't 
throw the ball. 


second-year coach Lovie 
Smith might have a little 
something cooking there. 
But. ... 


5 \ ; Def. 
a 5 RETURNING STARTERS ~~ © © 
COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE 
The Illini were 121st in time $2. Ball St. 


of possession, 122nd in scor- 
ing offense, 123rd in total 

offense, 124th in passing effi- 
ciency and 127th in total first 


~ downs last season. Illinois 


isn’t Rutgers-bad on offense, 
but it’s close. Gotta find more 
production somehow. 


LET’S DRAW IT UP 


Meh. Illinois’ offense is, to 
be kind, bad; the defense, 
on the field way too long last 
season because of an inept 
offense, lost much of its star 
power from last season; and 
you have to wonder if Lovie 
Smith, a man who's coached 
a team to a Super Bowl, ever 
wonders what he’s gotten 
himself into in Champaign. 


S9__W. Kentucky 
$15 at South Florida 
$29 Nebraska 
07 atlowa 
014 Rutgers 

021 at Minnesota 
028 Wisconsin: 
N4_ at Purdue 
Nil Indiana 
Ni8 at Ohio St. 
N25 Northwestern 


DRAWING UP W’s 


16 "15 "14 '13 "12 


The offensive line — left 
tackle Michael Deiter, left 
guard Jon Dietzen, center 
Tyler Biadasz, right guard 
Beau Benzschawel (below) 
and right tackle David 
Edwards — is really good. 


Maybe the best group in 
the Big Ten. 


And that defense, even 
with the loss of Jack Cichy, 
will still be nasty. The Bad- 
gers still have LB T.J. Ed- 
wards and SS D’Cota Dixon. 
You'll win a lot of games 
with a good offensive line 
and a good D. 


of 9 | RETURNING STARTERS © as" 
COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE 
Sophomore Alex Hornibrook Sl Utah st. 
will start at quarterback af- S9 -FAU 
ter ee ne last an S16 at BYU 
with senior Bart Houston 

ak! Nort 
but the two guys battling to SEO eee 
be his backup are unproven. 07 at Nebraska 
Jack Coan and Kare Lyles are- 014 Purdue 
both true freshman getting 021 Maryland 
Pe a eae of Division | 028. at Illinois 
ootball this fall. ia Nartadana 
LET’S DRAW IT UP N11 lowa 
The Badgers’ toughest road N18 Michigan 
game will likely be either a N25. at Minnesota 
trip to BYU on Sept. 16 or 
the contest in Lincoln two DRAWING UP W's 
weeks later. Wisconsin gets 
Northwestern, Michigan and 
lowa at home, and avoids 
Ohio State and Penn State al- 
together. That’s pretty cushy & 
for the team picked by most = 
to win the Big Ten’ West. 
oe he 15 14 13 12 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Rutgers has never been consis- 

- tently great, but Greg Schiano came closer than anyone. 
He led the Scarlet Knights to an 11-2 record and a No. 12 
final AP poll ranking in 2006, a season that saw the team 
reach No. 3 in the AP poll and No. 6 in the BCS. 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Red Grange, one of college foot- 
ball’s iconic figures, played for the Illini from 1923-25 and 
was a three-time All-American who led Illinois to the 1923 
national title. In his first collegiate game, he scored three 
touchdowns against Nebraska. 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Who else but Barry Alvarez, who 
in 1990 took over a program that hadn't had a winning 

season since 1984 and turned it into a Big Ten power and 
perennial Rose Bow! contender. He has been the school’s 
AD since 2004 and stepped down from coaching in 2005. 
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M7 


OHIO STATE 


Buckeyes (11-2, 8-1 Big Ten last year) 


STATE OF THE ART 


Oct. 14 | Time: TBA | TV: TBA | Memorial Stadium 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


How about J.T. Barrett 
(below), who will go down 
as perhaps the best quar- 
terback in Ohio State's sto- 


‘ ried history? ~ 


Or how about that defen- 
sive'line, which features 
five, yes five, players — Ty- 
quan Lewis, Sam Hubbard, 
Jalyn Holmes, Nick Bosa 
and Dre’Mont Jones — who 
will be drafted in 2018? It 
is, aS usual, an embarrass- 
ment of riches in Columbus, 


i 


PURDUE ir 


Boilermakers (3-9, 1-8 Big Ten last year) 9-278 “* *+* ae 


Oct. 28 | Time: TBA | TV: TBA | West Lafayette, Ind. 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


David Blough (below) led 
the Big Ten in passing yards 
(3,352) and was second in TD 
Passes (25) as a sophomore, 
but his 119.4 pass efficiency 
was last in the league. First- 
year coach Jeff Brohm has 
an intriguing signal caller to 
build around. 


Running backs Markell 
Jones (junior) and 
Brian Lankford-Johnson 
(sophomore) both took 
their lumps last season but 
should also benefit from a 
new offensive system. 


Ne 


NORTHWESTERN 


Wildcats (7-6, 5-4 Big Ten last year) 


STEADY 


Nov. 4 | Time: TBA | TV: TBA | Memorial Stadium 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


Running back Justin 
Jackson (below) is a stud. 
It was he, not Saquon Bar- 
kley, who lead the Big Ten 
in rushing last season with 
1,524 yards. He'll go down 
as an all-timer in North- 
western’s football history. 


Quarterback Clayton 
Thorson lost his favorite 
target, Austin Carr, to grad- 
uation, but the junior gives 
the Wildcats experience at 
a key position. 


of | & > returnine starters ~~! J oe amt | >> RETURNING STARTERS ~~ Q cnn & > RETURNING STARTERS ~~ J» 
COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE 
The Buckeyes need a couple | A31 at Indiana Purdue had the worst de- $2__ vs. Louisville Northwestern's abilty to play $2 Nevada 
of receivers to step up and S9 Oklahoma fense in the Big Ten, and the S8 Ohio to the level of its opponent is S9 Duke 
Tae ge Ves a S16 Army wore ee margin in the S16 at Missouri es mae a ae S16 Bowling Green 
round NFL Draft picks in their nation, last season. No one is we it was back-to-back losses to ; F 
secondary. There's talent at 523.alINN expecting miracles in either 523 Michigan Western Michigan (who turned 220, sepMtSconen 
__ those positions, but much of Sgn a Rae category, but even alittle bit | 07 Minnesota out to be pretty good) andFcs | 97 Penist. 
__ itis unproven. Kevin Wilson 07 Maryland of improvement would go a 014 at Wisconsin Illinois State at home to start 014 at Maryland 
| was brought in to fix an of- O14 at Nebraska long way. 021 at Rutgers the year. The Wildcats later 021 lowa 
 fense that was shut out in 028 PennSt. 028 Nebraska went on the road and beat 028. Michigan St. 
last season's College Football A fm ast LET’S DRAW IT UP N4 Illinois lowa, pushed Ohio State ina ua datas 
‘Playoff semifinal loss to nese Just a nasty early schedule four-point loss and beat No. 
Clemson. Nll Michigan St. for new coach Jeff Brohm. N11 at Northwestern 23 Pitt in the Pinstripe Bowl. Nli Purdue 
N18 _ Illinois Home games against Louis- N18 at lowa Gotta find a way to win the N18 Minnesota 
Sa s ae . = : N25_ at Michigan ule ang Chics di Bias oo N25. Indiana games you should win while still N25 atillinois , 
et past a sneaky-toug . ‘avorite in the , to start, competing with the big boys. 
opener at Indiana ona DRAWING UP W’s then a road game at feisty DRAWING UP W’s DRAWING UP W’s 
Thursaay night, and Okla- - a2 Missouri before opening con- : LET’S DRAW IT UP : 
homa the following weekend, ference play with Michigan, Games against Wisconsin.and & 
and the Buckeyes will likely Minnesota and Wisconsin. A % Penn State on back-to-back : 
be unbeaten‘heading into better-than-zero chance the : 5 Saturdays to open confer- : 
the game at Nebraska be- Boilermakers are still win- ibe 2 5 3 ence play, but other than ae 
_ fore getting a bye week to less heading to Rutgers on = - & 1 that, a mostly manageable = : 
=J schedule. That Nov. 4 game 


Oct. 21. 


prepare for a home game 


against Penn State. 16 "15 "14 "13 "12 


in Lincoln could be huge. 


‘ 


’ 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Pat Fitzgerald was the star of 
Northwestern's Cinderella 1995 Rose Bowl team, and is 
now the second-longest tenured coach in the Big Ten. He'll 
go down as perhaps the most-beloved Northwestern ath- 
lete of all time. 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Joe Tiller brought the spread of- 
fense to the Big Ten in 1997, coached Purdue to the 2001 
Rose Bowl and left as the school’s all-time leader in wins. 
That Drew Brees guy he coached from 1997-2000 wasn't 
too bad either. ; 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Urban Meyer is 61-6 through his 
first five seasons as head coach in Columbus. Many greats 
have come and gone in Ohio State’s 127-year history. Meyer 
stands with all of them. 
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‘semecsesee 


tks. 


PENN STATE - 


Nittany Lions (11-3, 8-1 Big Ten last year) STATE OF THE ART 


STEADY 
Golden Gophers (9-4, 5-4 Big Ten last year) 

Nov. 11 | Time: TBA | TV: TBA | Minneapolis, Minn. 

THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 

New coach P.J. Fleck (be- Junior running backs Rod- 
low) is a force of nature, ney Smith (1,158 yards 
and he'll bring a shot of last season) and Shannon 
enthusiasm to a program Brooks (650 yards) give 
known for its physicality, the Gophers a potent 1-2 


yes, but also its vanilla style 
of play. Fleck was hired af- 
ter leading Western Michi- 
gan to the Cotton Bowl. 


bunch in the backfield. 
Smith received the bulk 
of the carries late in 2016 
season. 


Off... peTuRNING STARTERS <)> 
COULD USE A RE-DRAFT SCHEDULE 
A31 Buffalo 


The passing offense, passing 
efficiency and total offense 

all ranked in the bottom 21 in 
the nation last season. Mitch 
Leidner has graduated, and five 
of the Gophers’ six quarter- 
backs this year are either true 
freshmen or redshirt freshmen. 
Tough to row the boat when 
you don’t have an experienced 
captain directing things. 


LET’S DRAW IT UP 


The schedule is backloaded, 
with games against lowa, 
Michigan, Nebraska, North- 
western and Wisconsin to 
end the season. Depending 
on how well Fleck navigates 
Minnesota through its first 
seven games, which are all 
winnable, that stretch could 
determine the Gophers’ bow! 
destination. 


S9 at Oregon St. 
$16 Middle Tenn. St. 
$30 Maryland 

07 at Purdue 
014 Michigan St. 
021 Illinois 

028 at lowa 

N4 at Michigan 
Nii Nebraska 
N18 at Northwestern 
N25 Wisconsin 


| WINS 


16 "15 '14 '13 ‘12 


— 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Running back Bruce Smith is the 
school’s only Heisman Trophy winner, doing so in 1941 while 
leading the Gophers to a second straight national title. And 
Bronko Nagurski is a Minnesota legend after playing fullback 
and defensive tackle at the school in the late 1920s. 


Nov. 18 | Time: TBA | TV: TBA | State College, Pa. 


THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS)- 


Based on most preseason 
analysis, running back 
Saquon Barkley (below) 
is an untackleable hell ma- 
chine sent from the future 
to destroy defenses and al- 
ter the landscape of college 
football as we know it. 


COULD USE A RE-DRAFT 


If the Nittany Lions are go- 
ing to make a serious run at 
the College Football Playoff, 
their defense is going to have 
to improve. Penn State gave 
up 42, 49 and 52 points in 

its three losses last season, 
and in two of those defeats 
scored 39 and 49 points. 


LET’S DRAW IT UP 


Was the 8-1 finish to last sea- 
son a fluke, or is Penn State 
back for good? Remember, this 
team got drilled by Michigan 
early last season and needed 
overtime to beat Minnesota. 
The Big Ten opener is at lowa. 
Throw in back-to-back games 
against Michigan and Ohio 
State, and the Nittany Lions 
will be plenty battle-tested 
by the time Nebraska rolls 
into town. 


~Q | RETURNING STARTERS 7 


Actually, that might not be 
too far off. Team him with 
quarterback Trace McSor- 
ley, who if he stays healthy 
will end up as the most pro- 
lific Penn State quarterback 
of all time, and that’s an 
offense that'll win you more 
than a couple of games. 


SCHEDULE 
- $2. Akron 
s9 at Pittsburgh 
$16 Georgia St. 
$23 at lowa 
$30 Indiana 
07 at Northwestern 
021 Michigan 
028 at Ohio St. 
N4 at Michigan St. 
Nil Rutgers 
N18 Nebraska 
N25 at Maryland 


DRAWING UP W’s 


16 "15 "14 '13 "12 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: There is no talking about Joe Pa- 
terno without recognizing his role in the Jerry Sandusky 


child sex abuse scandal that shook the Penn State program 


to its core beginning in 2011. The fact remains, however, 
that Paterno turned the program into a national name. 


Start with a physical run- 
ning game, which will fea- 
ture junior Akrum Wadley 
(below; 1,081 yards, 10 
touchdowns last season) 
and graduate transfer 
James Butler (1,336 yards, 
12 touchdowns for Nevada). 


' Q © RETURNING 


COULD USE A RE-DRAFT 


Quarterback CJ Bethard is 
gone, and the only other 
player on the lowa roster 
who threw a pass last sea- 
son is sophomore Nathan 
Stanley, who was 5-for-9. It 
remains to be seen whether 
first-year offensive coordina- 
tor Brian Ferentz will add any 
spice to lowa’s offense, but 
no matter what he does, he'll 
do it with an inexperienced 
signal caller. 


LET’S DRAW IT UP 


A home game against a good 
Wyoming team, followed by 
the annual matchup with lowa 
State, might spell trouble for 
a team breaking in a new of- 
fensive coordinator and quar- 
terback. Things don’t get any 
easier with a Big Ten opener 
against Penn State. 


STEADY 


Hawkeyes (8-5, 6-3 Big Ten last year) 

Nov. 24 | 3p.m. | FS1 | Memorial Stadium | 
; | 

THE FOUNDATIONS (STRENGTHS) 


Senior linebacker Josey ; 
Jewell leads a defense that 
will be among the Big Ten’s 
best. A three-year captain, 
Jewell (124 tackles last 

year) will not wow you with 
speed, but he’s physical 
and has a high football 10. | 


_ Def, 
STARTERS ~@) 


SCHEDULE 

S2. Wyoming 

S9 at lowa St. 

$16 North Texas 
$23 Penn St. é 
$30. at Michigan St. 
07 | Illinois 

021 at Northwestern 
028 Minnesota 

N4 Ohio St. 

N11 at Wisconsin 
N18 Purdue 

N24 at Nebraska 


pRawis UP W’s 


16 "15 14 "13 "12 


PROGRAM ARCHITECT: Hayden Fry came to lowa in 1978 on 
the heels of the Hawkeyes’ 17th consecutive nonwinning sea- 
son. He then hired a marketing group to design lowa’s current 
logo, had the visitors’ locker room painted pink, went to three 
Rose Bowls and won three Big Ten titles. 


+ 
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— COMPILED BY 
SHEA CARLSON, JOURNAL STAR 
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$2: Florida vs. Michigan 
(Arlington, Texas) 

$9: Nebraska at Oregon 
$9: Oklahoma at 

Ohio State 

$16: Wisconsin at BYU 


$23: Notre Dame at 
Michigan State 


5 CONFERENCE 
GAMES THAT 
COULD MAKE 
OR BREAK A 
SEASON 


ox 07: Wisconsin at 


Nebraska 


021: Michigan at 
Penn State 


028: Penn State at 
Ohio State 


Nii; lowa at Nebraska 
N25: Ohio State at 
Michigan 


3 TEAMS BUILT TO WIN IN INDY 


PENN STATE 

While the No. 6 Nittany Lions have the tough task of residing 
in the Big Ten’s East Division with Michigan and Ohio State, 
their run to last year’s Rose Bowl proves they can play with 
the big dogs in any conference. The offseason expectations 
have been heaped onto Penn State, and for good reason. 
Trace McSorley (above) returns under center as a Heisman 
candidate while running back Saquon Barkley adds a power- 
ful punch on the ground after racking up 1,495 yards and 18 
rushing touchdowns in 2016. Marcus Allen will hold down the 
Nittany Lions’ defense from the safety position before likely 
going in the first round of next year’s NFL Draft. 


MICHIGAN/OHIO STATE 

One of college football's greatest rivalries could possibly 
dictate a spot in this season's College Football Playoff as it did 
in 2016 when the Buckeyes narrowly beat the Wolverines in a 
disputed overtime game. Ohio State was then embarrassed by 
eventual champion Clemson, so it will likely have revenge on 
the mind, but will have to get past Penn State and Michigan 
first. The Wolverines lost 11 of their top 13 tacklers from last 
season, SO you may be seeing a red-faced Jim Harbaugh on 
the sideline a lot this season. At least a little more than usual. 


WISCONSIN 

Sorry to say, Husker fans, most national pundits have the Bad- 
gers as a runaway favorite in the Big Ten West. The Wisconsin 
defense is what drives this team, so expect a lot of old-school 
Big Ten football from the Badgers, with scores like 24-14, 27-21 


and sometimes even 14-10. 


| 
| 
| 


FIVE 
BUILDERS 


JJ. BARRETT, 

OHIO STATE 

The senior has been 
through it all during 

his time at Ohio State, 
but the Urban Meyer 
offense has now been 
sculpted to his abilities. 
Step back and watch 
him shine in his final 
season as the Buckeyes’ 
signal-caller. 


TRACE McSORLEY, 
PENN STATE 
McSorley has devel- 
oped a reputation as a 
gunslinger during his 
time in Happy Valley 
and it has bolstered his 
Heisman status coming 
into 2017. 


ae rerectictneeetetn Ratt okemannceetnpeieentttreennntteeatventersonerfilpeltoy tilt checntndnhrtetesenmnen-eieteeasnabarcinteeee 


SAQUON BARKLEY, 
PENN STATE 

The elusive back is 
the perfect rock in the 
backfield for the Nittany 
Lions’ upbeat offense. 
He'll likely be headed 
for his third straight 
season of more than 
1,000 yards rushing if 
he can stay healthy. 


TYQUAN LEWIS, 

OHIO STATE 

Lewis will anchor one of 
the nation’s best defen- 
sive lines in Columbus . 
and, at 6-foot-4, 265 
pounds, with a work 
ethic to match, he will 
be hard to miss. 


JOSEY JEWELL, (OWA 
The senior finished with 
124 tackles last season, 
good for second-most 
in the Big Ten. He was 

a Butkus finalist last 
season and will be in 
the running once again 
this year. 


_ 


1718 


Date Bowl City 2 Tv - Matchup Tv Matchup 
Dec. 16 New Orleans New Orleans - ESPN ‘Sun Belt VS. CUSA/MWC ESPN Big 12 vs. SEC 
Dec 16 “Cure “Orlando, Fla. CBSN ‘AAC vs St Belt ESPN AAC vs. ace 
ESPN Big 12 vs. ACC 
FSi Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
Dec.16 Camellia Montgomery, Ala. 7 p.m. ESPN MAC vs. Sun Belt Dec. 28 . Alamo San Antonio 8 p.m. ESPN Big 12 vs. Pac-12 
Dec.19 Boca Raton Boca Raton, Fla. 6 p.m. ESPN AAC vs. C-USA Dec.29 Belk Charlotte, N.C. Noon ESPN SEC vs. ACC 
Dec. 20 Frisco Frisco, Texas 7 p.m, ESPN AAC vs. C-USA/ Dec.29 Sun EI Paso, Texas 1p.m. CBS Pac-12 vs. ACC 
. MAC Sun Belt stecdeeeaneeeeteetennsntatestsnssunsnsnssneseesaese sacs ecsensansnssenanesnegngscsananseeractents reser sarsnnsensetenteneentertareneerts Seanseesenenrresianis iter ssteateursessepentsetenseneetsttertseesnsarsnesersepensesteteesssseinessenetmesernttaesessnsnesesseentsceneemeses 
ee NE rt oe PA ae pect so Mine City Nashville, Tenn. 3:30 p.m. ESPN SECs. Big Ten/ACC 
Dec. 21 St. Pete St. Petersburg, Fla. 7 p.m. ESPN C-USA vs. AAC Smee Speen TIRE SRR AT SRT oh Mm AE aoe 
ca ee ae Sa a ER er Dec. 29 ‘Cotton* Arlington, Texas 7: 30 p.m. ESPN At-large vs. at-large 
Dec 22 Bahamas Nassau, B. ham Ss esonseosevisserteouretod bess ehiosoorsssovtove one cocbesssenccesicsa ances eoencetscoerseasees ast tabsetsbirsestcsssobsookessusrscsneeertcerbesresicbestesfeorssermrssorstenissrtettererssveteoodietsresissetesttetmatzenisres eineeeromiataibae eteetetane 
serene aN - Dec.30 Arizona Tucson, Ariz. TBA CBSN MWC vs. C-USA 
Idaho Potato _ Boise, ‘d Sissi NDP" GET 9 ave LSS LNNNDD ea mam eirnearae aaa ape Meme eimameesee 
serene SEE Sa cr Dec.30 TaxSlayer Jacksonville, Fla. 11a.m. ESPN SECvs. Big Ten/ACC 
irmin a So peat 
ming Dec. 30 Liberty Nashville, Tenn. 11:30 a.m. ABC SEC vs. Big 12 
Fort Worth.  assane apvansaanese suey Peiiaanapreneanascasasagyessneaaannassppgesssiansspenasansangucsnsd wentenatngnase sensechinouapaetibascathestsanferasanamcinas=ometestgomeansasscesaatageetiearncatee atabeeshtenessatpeendtonaaes ttersrpeeae aaa oey 
men Ae ee a ee RT ENTER Dec. 30  Fiesta* Glendale, Ariz. 3 p.m. ESPN At-large vs. at- “large 
Dec. 23 Dollar Genera obile, Ala. 6 p.m. ESPN MAC vs. Sun Belt eee er eg ne Se ree og Se 
Fonolal E Dec.30 Orange’ _Miami, | Fla. 7 p.m. ESPN ACCvs. Big’ Ten/SEC 
Dec. 2. 4 Hawaii ono ulu 7:30 .m. ESPN MWC VS. A AC pevessenseesocanse ses eresestoasenagessoce snossassosecsenqnocssqnsesqeotocanseanseees sovee teeewoneegseqnosenecssossocsessepqenvene ptesusnenetesrerseenens nesses sqneunesvuocenenensee rere nensuonesnvoensre(neswesets woveroveeeecoorets 
DSc a. Nawal 4 E LANA omer) Meio Jan.1 Outback “Tampa, Fla. liam. ESPN2 SEC vs. Big Ten 
Dec.26 Quick Lane _ Detroit TBA ESPN Big Ten vs. ACC Cs pase armen faca enna ac eg ee ee ee 
eee ff rr eee Jan.1  Peach* Atlanta 11:30 a.m. ESPN At-large vs. at-large 
Dec. 26 Heart of Da as Da as TBA ESPN Bi 2 vs. C USA oy aggre" = sate penmneaenar ya” rapes eran eny pent anne aon A ape eg ag ee SN gee pe 
cA cen cea van, rae tam tannin mtn iN ne Jaf. BuffaloWikdWings Orlando, Fla. Noon ABC SEC vs. Big Ten/ACC 
Dec.26 Cactus Phoenix TBA ESPN Big 12 Vs. Pac-l2 =“ Ic IE MG a gS SS igen one 
tie ee 2, ee ein} ee | eee See Jan. 3 Rose* Pasadena, Calif. 4 P. m. ESPN National semifinal 
Dec. 27 Independence Shreveport, La. 12:30 p.m. ESPN SEC ve. “ACC seernneerrnmananrn nnn nranernerntnarrnniannnntannnttnrtmasirntnnrinnennenn enna nner sserninnrnnntnnennnnnannannennnt 
attr eater = me eee Jan. 1 Sugar* ‘New Orleans 7:45 p.m. ESPN National semifinal 
Dec. 27 Pinstripe Bronx, WY. 4:15 p.m. ESPN Big Ten vs. ACC sescernonensananvsnegesses esanannonneee Sp acpiiian tins As teams tegen gm ews Se 
ee aes CE EEE ne 2 Se Jan. 8 National final “atlanta 7p.m. ESPN Semifi nal winners 
Dec. 27 Foster Farms Santa Clara, Calif. 7:30 p.m. Fox Big’ Ten vs. Big 5 ssetabonnoonmnaeapatuantvnnesyonjqnarveneerssirssestesgereorereeerefrareersBrrssreni estes efemenersryersestrtesen versie tes BinernW oerverreivonmesibeerseewssermnsnssnresstnube 
Big Ten bow! tie-ins in bold ACC tie-ins include Notre Dame* New Year’s Six Bowl 


~ 4 Chuck Cli Nicole Simon, CLU® Wacker Genny Noerrlinger CPC 
a Bev Higging 5 2710 S 70th Street Suite sictbietn NE 68506 | opal, b tana apa 4400 S 70th Street Suite130 245 S 84th Street Suite W 6710 L Street Suite 110 
Benes Contact Agent ee 68516 Lincoln, NE 68516 102 Cherry Hill Building, Lincoln, NE 68510 Lincoin, NE 68510 
pie Agent 402-483-6955 Contact Agent Contact Agent Contact Agent Contact Agent 
402-421-1100 402-483-4441 402-489-9615 402-488-7855 
michelle. boden rB6t@statefarm.com nicole@simonsf.com tim.wacker.cg8f@statefarm.com genny@g4genny.com 


Se State Farm: 


John Eshleman 
3883 Normal Blvd 7121 O Street, 


Lincoln, NE 68506 Lincoin, NE 68510 a s 
: ae ae Combine Home & Auto. Save Big. 


dean.hoy.b6ip@statefarm.org john.eshieman.qukc@statefarm.com 
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ALABAMA 

Drawing up a winners Signal-caller Jalen Hurts didn’t 
play like a freshman last year and he’s now a year 
older. And Bama’s defense? Yeah, it remains pretty 
darn good, too. 

Beware of erase marks: The Tide's vertical passing 
game needs to improve. Easier said than done after 
the departure of three productive receivers from last 
year. 

Model program: Take your pick — 1978, 1979, 1992, 
2009, 2011, 2012 or 2015. 


USC 

Drawing up a winner: QB Sam Darnold went from not 
starting to starring in the Rose Bowl in a matter of one 
season. Now he’s the Heisman favorite. 


Beware of erase marks: The Men of Troy must re- 
place both offensive tackles and the defense isn’t going 
to scare the lights out of anyone (See Rose Bowl). 


Model program: 2004 (national title, Reggie Bush, 
Matt Leinart). 


OHIO STATE 

Drawing up a winner: J.T. Barrett has lost just three 
games as Ohio State's starting quarterback, and now 
he has former Indiana coach Kevin Wilson guiding the 
offense. 

Beware of erase marks: Outside of Barrett, who will 
star on offense? Curtis Samuel's electric playmaking 
will need to be replaced, and the Buckeyes need to 
develop some receivers. 


Model program: 1968 (national title, Woody Hayes). 


PENN STATE 

Drawing up a winner: Behind QB Trace McSorley, RB 

. Saquon Barkley and TE Mike Gesicki, the offense will 
‘score a lot of points. 

Beware of erase marks: The schedule includes games 
at Ohio State, at lowa and at Northwestern, so the road 
back to fndy is much tougher. 


Model program: 1982 (national title, Todd Black- 
ledge). 


FLORIDA STATE 

Drawing up a winner: RB Dalvin Cook and WR 

Travis Rudolph are gone, but sophomore QB Deondre 
Francois showed in 2016 he’s:capable of shouldering a 
bigger load. 

Beware of erase marks: More question marks sur- 
round an offensive line that wasn't always running on 
all cylinders a year ago. 

Model program: 2013 (national title, trailed for oy 
37 minutes all season). 
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Built to win in 2017 4: 10° 25 ceo 


Nick Saban is a master architect. The coach seems to have his Alabama teams in this 
position just about every year. The Tide, with few weaknesses, is the team to beat. Teams 
such as USC, Ohio State, Penn State, Florida State and Washington have some question 
marks, but are more than capable of throwing a wrecking ball into Bama’s plans. 


— COMPILED BY CLARK GRELL, JOURNAL STAR 


Ht 1] 


get - 


litustration by 
CLARK GRELL, JOURNAL STAR 


DRAWING UP A WINNER ——;, . BEWARE OF ERASE MARKS ———_y 


Must replace both starting corners and a star safety; not a good sign 
with pass-happy teams such as UCLA, Wazzu and Cal on the schedule. 


Quarterback Jake Browning, tailback Myles Gaskin and wideout Dante 
WASHINGTON Pettis form one of the nation’s top offensive trios. 


OSU's defense, which g gave up 446 Pant per game last year, has holes 
to plug, though Mike Gundy is optimistic the group will be dust fine. 


QB Max Rudolph (4,091 passing yards and 28 TDs last year), WR James 
OKLAHOMA STATE Washington and RB Justice Hill give the Pokes plenty of firepower. 


Of course, we must ask who will replace peste Watson at OB? Could 
be Kelly Bryant. Could be Zerrick fooper: Unknowns surround both. 


Defense can and will carry the Tigers thanks to a dominant front seven 
that includes Christian Wilkins, Dexter Lawrence and Clelin Ferrell. 


(9) G) Auburn ranked 112th nationally in passing last year, and that’s about to War Eagle will peat to fill a eaihie of key ieee on the fetensive line. 
AUBURN drastically change with ex-Baylor QB Jarrett Stidham a Tiger now. Will those players be ready for the physical play of Alabama and LSU? 
@) Bob Stoops may be gone, but QB Baker Mayfield, a former walk-on, is Lincoln Riley's first season as head coach takes some difficult turns (at 
(10) OKLAHOMA still on campus. He threw for nearly 4,000 yards and 40 TDs in 2016. Ohio State, at Baylor, at Kansas State and at Oklahoma State). 


LB Jack Cichy (torn ACL) is out, but the Badgers still have one of the Outside of Jazz Eayh the Badger wwideouts will not scare anyone, and 
WISCONSIN top defenses in the nation. LB T.J. Edwards is primed for a bigger year. QB Alex Hornibrook is good, but not great. 


The Dawgs must replace three starters up front on defense, and the 
schedule is dotted with Bames at Notre poate Tennessee and Auburn. 


Seventeen starters are back, including RB Nick Chubb and sophomore 
GEORGIA QB Jacob Eason, a former five-star recruit loaded with potential. 


Surprise! Olesen remain wien it comes to quarterbark phy. Danny 
Etling remains the guy, and LSU has a new OC (Matt Canada). 


' Leonard Fournette is rumbling in the NFL now, so in steps Derrius 
LSU Guice, who saw plenty of snaps last year (1,387 yards and 15 TDs). 


Which Cardinals team will we see? The one that rolled to a 9-1 start 
last year? Or the one that dlimped fo ithe fi nen (three Straight losses)? 


It's always a good sign when a Heisman winner returns. Lamar Jackson 
(5,114 total yards, 51 total TDs) is the straw that stirs the drink. 


(15) ) The secondary needs revamping, but Michigan's front seven (led by 
MICHIGAN Rashan Gary and Mike McCray) should help alleviate some pressure. 


(16) ) Jim McElwain has something going in Gainesville. His two years at the 
FLORIDA helm have result in two SEC East Division championships. 


< LOUISVILLE 


Michigan must replace its top three pass catchers from last year, and 
the offensive line must show it can bring it in big games. 


The Gators have a QB situation to figure out. Does the job belong to 
Notre Dame transfer Malik Zaire, who arrived on campus this summer? 


Defensive tackle Harrison Phillips, a Millard West graduate, is a highly 
respected leader. He had 46 tackles and 61 sacks last year. 


QB Keller Chryst tore his ACL in the Sun Bow! last year, but it appears 


STANFORD he'll be ready to go. How does Stanford replace Christian McCaffrey? 


Canes return 10 of 11 starters on “D,” a unit that already was among the 
best in the country i in 2016. LB Shaquille Quarterman is a rising star. 


9) oe) The Charlie Strong era begins at USF, and he has a heck of a star in QB There’s too much pressure on the offense to carry the team. The “D” 
SOUTH FLORIDA Quinton Flowers (2,812 passing yards, 1,530 rushing yards last year). gave up nearly 482 yards a game last year. 


Ka Florida transfer Will Grier takes over at quarterback, and he'll fit nicely The schedule is far from a cakewalk: at K-State and at Oklahoma, and 
WEST VIRGINIA in Dana Holgorsen’s offense, which also features RB Justin Crawford. the season begins with a neutral-site contest vs. Virginia Tech. 


Defense may have to carry team to start. Miami must replace four 
starters on the O-line, and there are some big shoes to fill at QB. 


Ertz will need to be a better thrower assuming the Wildcats find them- 
selves in offensive shootouts against some of those Big 12 offenses. 


O-line is the biggest strength. Add QB Jesse Ertz and a dangerous 
KANSAS STATE return man (Byron Pringle), and it’s your typical tough K-State squad. 


: Hokies finished 18th nationally in total defense, and Tremaine Ed- The offense will be getting a makeover after the departures of several 
VIRGINIA TECH Mmunds-Andrew Motuapuaka make up one of the nations’ top LB duos. key players, including QB Jerod Evans and WR Isaiah Ford. 


QBs Sarh Darnold (USC), Josh Rosen (UCLA) and Jake Browning (Wash- The Cougars must learn to clean up their mistakes. Only three teams 
WASHINGTON STATE ington) are the buzz, but Luke Falk will rack up bigger numbers. nationally were penalized more than Washington State last year. 
@) ey) ; The Vols have multiple question marks, but RB is not one of them. John Kelly Tennessee must find a replacement at QB, but more importantly, Rocky 
TENNESSEE will be the go-to back after averaging more than 6 yards per carry last year. Top needs to tighten up a defense that lost its best player. 


Horns made the splashiest hire of the offseason, turning the keys over Bevo needs to find a go-to tailback and the defense is not going to 
TEXAS to Tom Herman, who will lean on QB Shane Buechele. frighten anyone. That “D” will be put to the test at USC on Sept. 16. 
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lackluster finish to last season (three straight 
losses to finish, including a 29-9 loss to LSU in 
the Citrus Bowl)? 


7 national profile enough recently to virtually 
guarantee the Big Ten champ a spot in the na- 
tional semifinals. 


_ 15 GAMES 
| LIVEUP TO 
Bus. | ‘THE HYPE 

$2:Florida ~ 

| _ State vs. 

| Alabama 

| (Atlanta) 

| $2-Florida 

i vs, Michigan 

(Arlington, 

| Texas) 

| $9 Oklahoma 
3 STORYLINES TO WATCH | at Ohio State 

' 
SEC LOSING ITS GRIP? | ae 
The Southeastern Conference s i 
can still lay claim to eight of the Dooncvit LE | S@: Stanford 
past 11 national champions, but ' ff SSN | at usc 
the veneer may finally be start- ¢ ‘ + $36: Clemson 
ing to crack after its more than . | at Louisville 
a decade-long run of domi- ' ee 
nance. Alabama opened as the GS: Boise State 
preseason No. 1 in the coaches’ | at Wyoming 
poll, but four Big Ten teams are i 
in the top 10. A non-SEC school i oe 
has won three of the past four Recociines i 
national titles, including two PRESS FILE + 28: Penn State 
Atlantic Coast Conference PHOTO | at Ohio State 
champions. Defending national i . 
champ Clemson, along with | poker 
Florida State and Louisville, b-¢ Toekscrlla) 
will make the ACC a formidable i : 
league again, and the Big Ten | 4%: Oklahoma 
will have no shortage of con- i at Oklahoma 
tenders with perennial main- | State 
stays Ohio State, Michigan and 
Penn State (see next). | Be LsUat 

; Alabama 

|) Sees 

BIG TEN BATTLE ROYALE LAMAR JACKSON 2.0 | Washington 
Ohio State? Penn State? Michigan? Any of Can the Louisville quarterback (above) come | at Stanford 
those three could conceivably end up in India- back as a more improved and more dangerous Sét4: Florida 
napolis representing the East Division. Then version of himself? Jackson took the country i State at 
there’s the completely-up-for-grabs West. by storm last year with 3,453 passing yards, oa Clemson 
Wisconsin? lowa? Northwestern? Nebraska? 1,571 rushing yards and 51 total TDs. Back for 
No matter who emerges victorious in the Big his junior season, can he better those totals | 2%: Alabama 
Ten title game, the conference has raised its and fead the Cardinals to a rebound after a at Auburn 

i 

i 

Rie 
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8 HOPING TO 
STRIKE A POSE 


The early Heisman Trophy candidates 


tatar Jackcon, Lonisvilie OE: Can 
he become the first back-to-back 
Heisman winner since Ohio State’s 
Archie Griffin (1974-75)? 


Saqaon Barkley, Pein State RE: 
After rushing for nearly 1,500 yards 
and 18 TDs as a sophomore and 
leading the entire Big Ten in yards 
from scrimmage, he's back to lead the 
Nittany Lion offense. 


Josh Rosen, GOLA OB: After missing 
the last half of last season, Rosen 
returns with all the tools to be an 
elite quarterback. Will he finally meet 
expectations? 


Sam Darnold, use O@: The quiet 
and unassuming Darnold took over as 
starter in Week 4 last year and then 
introduced himself to the world with 
his gunslinging performance in the 
Rose Bowl. 


Jake Srowning, ion Ge: The 
Huskies junior signal-caller is another 
elite-level NFL prospect, who threw for 
3,430 yards and 43 touchdowns to just 
nineinterceptions last year. 


Baker Oklahoma O8: The 
Sooners senior may look for some on- 
field redemption following a February 
arrest for public intoxication (he won't 
miss any game time). This coming 
after throwing for 3,965 yards and 40 
touchdowns (eight interceptions) last 
year. 


©: Another possible under-the- 
radar candidate, but if the Cowboys 
keep slinging around the field like 

last year, Rudolph should eclipse his 
totals of 4,091 passing yards and 28 
touchdowns. 


Re Scarprough, Aiahbawwa, BB: 

He'll likely be the workhorse for the 
Crimson Tide, especially after rushing 
for 364 yards and six touchdowns over 
the final three games of last season. 


passnconsleenaceceneeenceerter=siecscegtiase 


LSU > 

Going back to the 2011 re- 
cruiting class, LSU’s average 
class national ranking is No. 
6, according to the 247 Sports 
composite rankings. But over 
the past five seasons the Ti- 
gers have averaged just nine 
wins (which around here is 
enough to get you fired). And 
so begins the full Ed Orgeron 
experience. While his previous 
head coaching stint with Ole 
Miss wasn't exactly smooth 
(10-25 in three seasons), he 

is a players’ coach and the Ti- 
gers finished the year strong. 
But can he get the talent to 
consistently produce W’s? 


MICHIGAN 

The Wolverines lost eight 
defensive starters that were 
All-Big Ten last year, yet they 
start the year at No. 9 in the 
coaches’ preseason poll. Such 
is the power of the Harbaugh, 
apparently. Michigan did 
receive a boost when Florida 
announced it was suspending 
seven players for the season- 
opening game between the 
two on Sept. 2 at Jerry World 
in Arlington, Texas. But two 
of Michigan’s biggest Big Ten 
games are on the road this 
year (Penn State and Wiscon- 
sin). 


TEXAS 


The Tom Herman era of hugs and kisses begins. To be fair, the 
Longhorns have the opportunity to justify their preseason No. 
23 ranking in the coaches’ poll. But recent history says they 
shouldn't be there in the first place. Since losing to Alabama in 
the 2009 national championship, Texas has averaged 6.6 wins 
per season, hasn't won a bowl game since the 2012 Alamo Bowl 
and hasn't been bowling since Charlie Strong’s first season in 


Austin (2014). 


3 TEAMS NOT RECEIVING ENOUGH BUILDUP O Ss S 


OKLAHOMA STATE 

The Cowboys’ two offensive 
stars, quarterback Mason 
Rudolph and wide receiver 
James Washington, could 
probably be playing on Sun- 
days this year already. And 
after turning the aerial attack 
loose last season, Rudolph 
and Company are back for an- 
other go. That game on Nov. 
4 vs. Oklahoma in Stillwater 
will probably be for the Big 12 
title. And Mike Gundy’s mullet. 


N.C. STATE 

The Wolfpack doesn’t have 
an easy go of it looking up at 
Florida State, Louisville and 
Clemson in the ACC Atlantic 
Division, but the defensive 
line is one of the most for- 
midable in the country. N.C. 
State returns all four starters 
up front from a defense that 
compiled totals of 89 tackles 
for loss, 37 sacks, 15 forced 
fumbles (12 recovered). 


STANFORD 

Quietly, David Shaw and 

the Cardinal keep march- 

ing along and keep winning 
football games. Since Shaw 
took over in 2011, Stanford 

is 64-17 (.790 winning per- 
centage) and 3-2 in bowl 
games, including a 2-1 record 
in the Rose Bowl. With most 
of preseason hype focus- 

ing on Southern Cal (No. 4), 
Washington (No. 7) and UCLA 
because of their NFL prospect 
quarterbacks, it would be 
unwise to overlook No. 14 
Stanford. 


i 


8 OTHERS MADE 
FOR SUNDAY 


They'll be playing in the NFL 


fost Alien, WF yocning Gt Just 

a junior, Allen hasn't officially 
declared for the 2018 draft. But 
there was buzz following this 
year’s draft that Allen could be the 
No. 1 overall pick in 2018. 


Derwin Lenes, Flerkia tate 
Think Jabril Peppers, just at 
6-foot-3 and 211 pounds. James 
missed most of 2016 with a knee 
injury, but his athleticism and 
ability have NFL scouts itching. 


iuitke Weber, Ghes Stahe RB: 
Just a sophomore, Weber showed 
flashes of a future big-play back 
ability with 1,096 yards and nine 
touchdowns. 


fames Washington. Grichessa 
‘Stohe We He's the Cowboys’ 
big-play wide receiver, and with 
running mate Jale McCleskey 
(who edged Washington 73-71 for 
the team lead in receptions) also 
back, he’s a lead dog for one of 
the nation’s top tandems. 


eke MenGBuckey, notre Case 
O% At 6-8, 315, McGlinchey is a 
mountain of a right tackle who will 
be one of the most sought-after 
tackles next spring. 

Winkab PMirpatrick, cabana 
‘Oe: Fitzpatrick played at both 
cornerback and safety, actually all 
six secondary spots, during an All- 
American sophomore year. 


Andes Key, L5G OE: Another 
junior, but at 6-6, 230, Key is 
about ready for the NFL right 
now. He notched 11 sacks and 12% 
tackles for loss last season. 


Tyraquar Lewis, hie Stabe BE: A 
fifth-year senior, he was the Big 
Ten defensive lineman of the year 
and returns his eight sacks and 
10 tackles for loss to one of the 
deepest D-lines in the country. 
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DRAWING IT UP 

Houston was a dark horse to crack the College Football Playoff last year, but coach Tom Herman 
left for Texas. So the attention turns to South Florida, which has one of the top quarterbacks in 
the nation in Quinton Flowers and a proven coach in Charlie Strong. Temple has won the past 
two East division titles, but will face stiff competition this year. This conference might not yield a 


playoff team, but who's to say? 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 3 KEY GAMES 

LEAVE THEIR MARK A341: Tulsa at Oklahoma St. 

Ed Oliver, DT, Houston: He - $30: Houston at Temple 

had 22!% tackles for loss and N16: Tulsa at South Florida 

six sacks last season and can 

get after the quarterback in STACKING UP 

the interior of the line. ‘ %,) 
(Projected order of finish) 

Quinton rowers (EN); East: 1. South Florida, 2. 


QB, South Florida: The dual- 

| threat senior threw for more 
than 2,800 yards and ran for 
1,500 a season ago. 


Central Florida, 3. Temple, 
4. UConn, 5. Cincinnati, 6. 
East Carolina. 

West: 1. Memphis, 2. Navy, 
3. Houston, 4. Tulsa, 5. 
SMU, 6. Tulane. 


The 5-foot-9 Brewer ran fon 

1,425 yards last year, includ- 
ing a 242-yard performance 
against Fresno State, © 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


CINCINNATI . 


Austin Peay, 6 p.m. 
at Michigan, 11 am. 
at Miami (Ohio), 7 p.m. 
at Navy, 2:30 p.m. 
Marshall, TBA 

UCF, TBA 

SMU, TBA 

at South Florida, TBA 
at Tulane, TBA 
Temple, 6 p.m. 

at East Carolina, TBA 
Connecticut, TBA 


Holy Cross, 6:30 p.m. 


South Florida, I a.m. 
at Virginia, 11 a.m. 

at SMU, TBA 
Memphis, 6 p.m. 

at Temple, TBA 

Tulsa, TBA 

“Missouri, TBA 

East Carolina, TBA 

at UCF, TBA 

Boston College, 6 p.m. 
at Cincinnati, TBA 


James Madison, 5 p.m. 
at West Virginia, 11 a.m. 
Virginia Tech, 2:30 p.m. 
South Florida, TBA 
Temple, TBA 

at UCF, TBA 

BYU, TBA 

at Houston, TBA 

at Connecticut, TBA 
Tulane, TBA 

Cincinnati, TBA 

at Memphis, TBA 


Take Star Tran’‘s 


“BIG RED EXPRESS” to HUSKER FOOTBALL 


MSC - 949 West Bond/Airport Exit 399 (turn right just past McDonald’s) 
Holmes Lake Park - 70th & Normal, north side of Holmes Lake 
Southeast Community College - 88th & “O” Streets 
Gateway Mall - 61st & “O” Streets 
North Star High School - 6 blocks east of N. 27th & Folkways Blvd. 
SouthPointe Pavilions - 27th & Pine Lake Rd. 


Continuous shuttle service operates two hours prior to 


kickoff until 45 minutes prior to kickoff. Buses return to 

the lots immediately after the game. Unloading and 

loading is on “R” Street, between 12th and 14th 

———————Ea a = Streets. Individual game cost is $5.00 each way/$10.00 
pn ot Sa ee = round trip and passengers will need exact change. 


Purchase tickets at the lots on game day. 


Sour HPOINTE 


aA VEL DON SF 


Gateway 


MALL 


HOUSTON Sam 

Sept.2 at UTSA,6p.m. Sept.2 Stephen F. Austin 7 p.m. 
Sept.9 at Arizona, 9:30 p.m. Sept.9 North Texas, 6 p.m. 
Sept.16 Rice, 7p.m. Sept.16 at TCU, 2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 23 Texas Tech, TBA Sept.23 Arkansas St.. 6 p.m. 
Sept.30 at Temple, TBA Sept. 30 Connecticut, TBA 
Oct.7 at SMU, TBA Oct.7 —_ Houston, TBA 
Oct.14 at Tulsa, TBA Oct.21 at Gincinnati, TBA 
Oct.19 Memphis, 7 p.m. Oct.27 Tulsa, 8p.m. 
Oct.28 East Carolina, TBA Nov. 4 UCF, TBA 
Nov. 4 at South Florida, TBA Nov.1l at Navy, 2:30.p.m. 
Nov.18 at Tulane, TBA Nov.18 — at Memphis, TBA 
Nov, 24 Navy, TBA Nov.25 Tulane, TBA 
Aug. 31 La.-Monroe, 8 p.m. Aug. 26 at San Jose St., 6:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 at UCk 7pm. Sept.9 at Connecticut, If a.m. 
Sept.16 UCLA, liam, Sept.15 —Illinois,6p.m. + 
Sept.23 Southern Illinois, 7 p.m. Sept.21 Temple, 7 p.m. 
Sept.30 at Georgia State, TBA Sept. 30 at East Carolina, TBA 
Oct. 6 at Connecticut, 6 p.m. Oct.14 UMass, TBA 
Oct.14 Navy, TBA Oct.21 at Tulane, TBA 
Oct.19 at Houston, 7 p.m. Oct.28 — Cincinnati, TBA 
Oct.27. Tulane, 7 p.m. Nov. 4 Houston, TBA 
Nov.3 at Tulsa, 7 p.m. Nov.16 ‘Tulsa, 7 p,m. 
Nov.18 SMU, TBA Nov.24 at UCF, TBA 
Nov.25 East Carolina, TBA 

Lu Sept.2 at Notre Dame, 230 p.m. 
Sept.1 at FAU,7p.m. Sept.9 Villanova, 2:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 Tulane, 2:30 p.m. Sept.15 Massachusetts, 7 p.m. 
Sept.23 Cincinnati, 2:30 p.m. Sept.21 at South Florida, 7 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at Tulsa, TBA Sept.30 Houston, TBA 
Oct.7 Air Force, 2:30 p.m. Oct.7 at East Carolina, TBA 
Oct.14 at Memphis, TBA Oct.14 Connecticut, TBA 
Oc.2i = UCE, 2:30 p.m. Oct.21 at Army, ILa.m. 
Nov. 2 at Temple, 7 p.m. Nov. 2 Navy, 7 p.m. 
Nov.1l SMU, 2:30 p.m. Nov.10 at Cincinnati, 6 p.m. 
Nov. 18° at Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m. Nov.18 UCF, TBA 
Nov.24 at Houston, TBA Nov.25 —atTulsa, TBA 
Dec.9 — Army,2p.m. 


Grambling, 7 p.m. 
at Navy, 230 p.m. 
at Oklahoma, 5 p.m. 
Army, TBA 

Tulsa, TBA 

at FIU, 6 p.m. 

South Florida, TBA 
at Memphis, 7 p.m. 
Gincinnati, TBA 

at East Carolina, TBA 
Houston, TBA 

at SMU, TBA 


| es 
at Oklahoma St, 6:30 p.m. 
UL Lafayette, 3 p.m. 
at Toledo, 6 p.m. 
New Mexico, TBA 


at South Florida, 7'p.m. 
Temple, TBA 


at Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m. 
Villanova, 11:30 a.m. 
UMass, 6 p.m. 

at South Florida, 7 p.m. 
Houston, TBA 

at East Carolina, TBA 
Connecticut, TBA 

at Army, I a.m. 

Navy, 7 p.m. 

at Cincinnati, 6 p.m. 
UGE TBA 

at Tulsa, TBA 


Passengers 


will need exact 


change. 


ke 


For more information call 


402-476-1234 


DRAWING IT UP 


The ACC was one of the most-watched conferences in 2016, finishing with Louisville’s Lamar Jack- 
son capturing the Heisman Trophy and Clemson winning the national championship in dramatic 
fashion against Alabama. With Deshaun Watson in the NFL after leading the Tigers to the title, 
and Louisville's questions on the offensive line, Florida State has emerged as the favorite in the 
Atlantic Division. The Seminoles will prove whether they are ready with an early test against No. 1 


Alabama in Week 1. 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
‘LEAVE THEIR MARK 


Kelly Bryant, QB, Clemson: 
Bryant is the front-runner for 
the Tigers in replacing De- 
shaun Watson. 


Lamar Jackson (right), QB, 
Louisville: He’s back to defend 
his Heisman. If he can do it, 
Jackson will enshrine himself 
into college football history 
forever. 


Deondre Francois, QB, Flor- 
ida State: He threw for 3,350 
yards and 20 touchdowns 
last season, and is expected 
to take on a bigger role as a 
sophomore. 


Lo 
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3 KEY GAMES 


Florida St. vs. Alabama 
S16: Clemson at Louisville 
Miami at Florida St. 


STACKING UP 


(Projected order of finish) 


Atlantic: 1. Florida State, 
2. Clemson, 3. Louisville, 4. 
N.C. State, 5. Wake Forest, 
6. Syracuse, 7. Boston 
College. 

Coastal: 1. Miami, 2. 
Virginia Tech, 3. Pittsburgh, 
4. Georgia Tech, 5. North 
Carolina, 6. Duke, 7. 
Virginia. 


at N. Illinois, 8:30 p.m. 
Wake Forest, noon 
Notre Dame, 11 a.m. 
at Clemson, TBA 

C. Michigan, TBA 
Virginia Tech, TBA 
at Louisville, TBA 

at Virginia, TBA 
Florida St., 7 p.m. 
N.C. State, TBA 

vs. UConn*, 6 p.m. 
at Syracuse, TBA 


Kent St. 11 a.m. 
Auburn, 6 p.m. 

at Louisville, 2:30 p.m. 
Boston College, TBA 
at Virginia Tech, TBA 
Wake Forest, TBA 

at Syracuse, 6 p.m. 
Georgia Tech, TBA 

at N.C. State, TBA 
Florida St., TBA 

The Citadel, TBA 

at South Carolina, TBA 


N.C. Central, 5 p.m. 
Northwestern, 11 
Baylor, 11:30 p.m. 

at North Carolina, TBA 
Miami, 6 p.m. 

at Virginia, TBA 
Florida St., TBA 
Pittsburgh, TBA 

at Virginia Tech, TBA 
at Army, Noon 
Georgia Tech, TBA 

at Wake Forest, TBA 


vs. Alabama*, 7 p.m. 
La.-Monroe, 6 p.m. 
Miami, 7.p.m. 

N.C, State, TBA 

at Wake Forest, TBA 


at Duke, TBA 

Louisville, TBA 

at Boston College, 7 p.m. 
Syracuse, TBA * 

at Clemson, TBA 
Delaware St., TBA 
Florida, TBA 


vs. Tennessee*, 7 p.m. 
Jacksonville St., 11:30 p.m. 
at UCF, 6:30 p.m. 
Pittsburgh, TBA 
North Carolina, TBA 
at Miami, 7pm. 
Wake Forest, TBA 
at Clemson, TBA *=« 
at Virginia, TBA 

Virginia Tech, TBA 
at Duke, TBA 
Georgia, TBA 


vs. Purdue*, 6:30 p.m. 

at North Carolina, 11 

Clemson, 2:30 p.m. 

Kent St, TBA 

Murray St., TBA 

at N.C. State, 7 p.m. 
Boston College, TBA 

at Florida St., TBA 

at Wake Forest, TBA 

Virginia, TBA 

Syracuse, TBA 

at Kentucky, TBA 
MIAMI 

Bethune-Cookman, 11:30 p.m. 

at Arkansas St., 2:30 p.m. 

at Florida St. 7 p.m. 

Toledo, TBA 

at Duke, 6 p.m. 

Georgia Tech, 7 p.m. 

Syracuse, TBA 

at North Carolina, TBA 

Virginia Tech, TBA 

Notre Dame, TBA 

Virginia, TBA 

at Pittsburgh, TBA 


NC. STATE 
vs. South Carolina*, 2 p.m. 
Marshall, 5 p.m. 
Furman, 11:20 p.m. 
at Florida St., TBA 


Sept.30 Syracuse, TBA 


Louisville, 7 p.m. 

at Pittsburgh, TBA 

at Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m. 
Clemson, TBA 

at Boston College, TBA 
at Wake Forest, TBA 
North Carolina, TBA 


California, 11:20 p.m. 
Louisville, Noon 


at Old Dominion, 2:30 p.m. 


Duke, TBA 


Sept.30 at Georgia Tech, TBA 


Notre Dame, TBA 
Virginia, TBA 

at Virginia Tech, TBA 
Miami, TBA 

at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m. 
W. Carolina, TBA 

at N.C State, TBA 


Youngstown St., noon 
at Penn St., 2:30 p.m. 


Sept.16 Oklahoma St., 1] a.m. 
Sept.23 at Georgia Tech, TBA 
Sept.30 Rice, TBA 


at Syracuse, TBA 

N.C. State, TBA 

at Duke, TBA 

Virginia, TBA 

North Carolina, 7 p.m. 

at Virginia Tech, TBA 
SYRACUSE 


Central Conn. St., 6 p.m. 
Middle Tenn. St., 2:30 p.m. 
C, Michigan, 2:30 p.m, 

at LSU, TBA 


Sept.30 at N.C. State, TBA 


Pittsburgh, TBA 

Clemson, 6 p.m. 

at Miami, TBA 

at Florida St., TBA 

Wake Forest, TBA 

at Louisville, TBA 

Boston College, TBA 
VIRGINIA 

William & Mary, 2:30 p.m. 

Indiana, 2:30 p.m. 

UConn, 11 a.m. 

at Boise St., 7 p.m. 

Duke, TBA 

at North Carolina, TBA 

Boston College, TBA 

at Pittsburgh, TBA 

Georgia Tech, TBA 

at Louisville, TBA 

at Miami, TBA 

Virginia Tech, TBA 


vs. West Virginia®, 6.30 p.m. 
Delaware, 2:30 p.m. 

at East Carolina, 2:30 p.m. 
Old Dominion, TBA 
Clemson, TBA 

at Boston College, TBA . 
North Carolina, TBA 
Duke, TBA 

at Miami, TBA 

at Georgia Tech, TBA 
Pittsburgh, TBA 

at Virginia, TBA 


WAKE FOREST 
Presbyterian, 5:30 p.m. 


at Georgia Tech, TBA 
Louisville, TBA 

at Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m. 
at Syracuse, TBA 

N.C. State, TBA 

Duke, TBA 
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& Fun! 


OLYMPUS 


E M10 Mark Il | 2-Lens Bundle 


+ 16.1MP 4/3 Live MOS Sensor TrudPic Vil image Processor 
+ Micto Fou? Thirds System « Full HD 1080p Video Recarding at 60 fps 
+ fd.Zuiko 14-42mm & 40-150mm Lenses 


$799°° 


Save $100 + FREE Photo Basics Class! 


Nikor 


$599°° 


Save $300 + FREE Photo Basics Class! 


2 Withan Authorized Ocater @ 
i Products etude Nihon tne, USA 
© lienited warranty 201? Nekwn te. 
‘he tne boast at 00 Lage Sate Prices qoad ont 92-17 sanless stated. 
2 /BQN 
i CLASS a 
ra ae 


WTC DUNS 
OO NOW CAMELS 


u | 


50 © SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017 ¢ 2017 HUSKER EXTRA PREVIEW 


Capture The Action 


with the latest Gear from Rockbrook Camera! 


a6000 | 2-Lens Bundle 


« 24.3MP APS-C Exmor APS HD CfA0S Sensor + BIONZ X Image Processor 
+ Fastest auto focus with 179 AF points and 11FPS 


Save $150 + FREE Photo Basics Class! 


+ 18MP APS-C CMOS Sensor + DIGIC 4 Image Processor » S-Point AF 


Save $200 + FREE Photo Basics Class! 


Add stability ey 
D3400| 2-Lens Bundle to your sideline camera bundle in this ad! 
| « 24.2MP DX-Format CMDS Sensor «EXPEED4 Emage Processor. hooting? * Offer Valid theu 9-2-17 or while supplies last. 
___ + Full HD 10S0)pVideo = Native 10 100-256005 fps Shooting 
| 16-5Smmn £3 $-5.66¥R 8 70-300mm £/4 5-6 304 
Photo Gear Rentals 


Photofinishing Services 
When you order prints from Rockbrook Camera, our staff 
and state-of-the-art digital printing equipment combine 
to produce exceptional prints rich in color and detail! 


Rockbrook Camera 


Great Photography Begins Here 


Lincoln 70th & Pioneers 402-488-4200 | Rockbrook - 108th & Center 402-397-1171 
Legacy - 168th &W. Center 462-691-0003 | Shop 24/7 at www.rockbrookcamera.com 


+ Sony 16-50mm & 55-210mm Lens 


$849°° 


Canon 


EOS Rebel T6 | 2-Lens Bundle 


« Full HD 1080p Video « Extended 1S 12800, 3 fps Shoating 
+ Built-In Wi-Fi + EF-S 18-SSmm & EF 75-300mm Lens 


$549°° 


pro master’ 
1100 Monopod 


$29°° 


Save $10 
Or FREE* with any 


Ifyou are in need of a special camera, lens, flash, lighting 
or triped that is not in your kit, rent it from Rockbrook 


BIG TEN 


if things go according to plan, the Big Ten will have a team or two in the College Footbal! Playoff. 
The only question is, who will it be? Ohio State has longtime starting QB JT Barrett coming back, 
while Penn State made huge strides last year, which ended with the Nittany Lions hoisting the Big 
Ten trophy. Michigan and Wisconsin are always in the mix with strong defenses. Or will it be a new 
team, like Nebraska or Northwestern, taking their turn to make a run at the conference title? 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 
uon Barkley (right), RB, 


Penn State: Had nearly 2,000 


yards from scrimmage and 
scored 22 TDs last season. 


JT Barrett, QB, Ohio State: 


A seasoned veteran with three 


years of starting experience, 
he should be one of the best 
signal-callers in the country. 


Josey Jewell, LB, lowa: Jew- 
ell totaled 124 tackles for the 
Hawkeyes last year and is the 
benchmark LB in the confer- 


ence, 


Ball St., 11 a.m. 

W. Kentucky, 7 p.m. 

at South Florida, 6 p.m. 
Nebraska, 7 p.m. 

at lowa, 11 a.m, 
Rutgers, TBA 

at Minnesota, 2:30 p.m. 
Wisconsin, 11 a.m. 

at Purdue, TBA 
Indiana, TBA 

at Ohio St., TBA 
Northwestern, TBA 


Ohio St., 7 p.m. 

at Virginia, 2:30 p.m. 
FIU, 2:30 p.m. 

Georgia Southern, TBA 
at Penn St., TBA 
Michigan, 11 a.m. 


at Michigan St., 2:30 p.m. 


at Maryland, 2:30 
Wisconsin, TBA 
at Illinois, TBA 
Rutgers, TBA 

at Purdue, TBA 


Wyoming, 11 a.m. 

at lowa St., Il a.m. 
North Texas, 2:30 p.m. 
Penn St., TBA 

at Michigan St., TBA 
Minois, 11 a.m. 

at Northwestern, TBA 
Minnesota, TBA 

Ohio St., TBA 

at Wisconsin, TBA 
Purdue, TBA 

at Nebraska, 3 p.m. 


at Texas, 11 a.m. 
Towson, 11 a.m. 
UCF, TBA 

at Minnesota, TBA 
at Ohio St., TBA 
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Northwestern, TBA 
at Wisconsin, 11 a.m. 
Indiana, TBA 

vs. Rutgers*, TBA 
Michigan, TBA 

at Michigan St., TBA 
Penn St., TBA 


MICHIGAN 
vs. Florida’, 2:30 p.m. 
Cincinnati, 11 a.m. 
Air Force, Ll a.m. 
at Purdue, 2:30 p.m. 
Michigan St., TBA 
at Indiana, 11 a.m, 
at Penn St., TBA 
Rutgers, Ll a.m. 
Minnesota, TBA 
at Maryland, TBA 
at Wisconsin, TBA 
Ohio St., 1 a.m. 


Bowling Green, 11 a.m. 
W. Michigan, 2:30 p.m. 
Notre Dame, 7 p.m. 
lowa, TBA 

at Michigan, TBA 

at Minnesota, TBA 
{ndiana, 2:30 p.m. 

at Northwestern, TBA 
Penn St., TBA 

at Ohio St., TBA 
Maryland, TBA 

at Rutgers, TBA 


Buffalo, 6 p.m. 

at Oregon St., 9 p.m. 
Middle Tenn. St., 2:30 p.m. 
Maryland, TBA 

at Purdue, TBA 

Michigan St, TBA 

Minois, 2:30 p.m. 

at fowa, TBA 


3 KEY GAMES 
S530: Northwestern at” 
Wisconsin 
028: Penn St. at Ohio St. 
N25: Ohio St. at Michigan . 


STACKING UP 
(Projected order of finish) 
East: 1. Ohio State, 

2. Penn State, 3. Michigan, 
4. Michigan State, 5. indiana, 
6. Maryland, 7. Rutgers. 
West: 1. Wisconsin, 2. 
Nebraska, 3. Northwestern, 
4. lowa, 5. Minnesota, 


6, Illinois, 7, Purdue. 


Arkansas St., 7 p.m. 
at Oregon, 3:30 p.m. 
N. Illinois, 11 a.m. 
Rutgers, TBA 

at Illinois, 7 p.m. 
Wisconsin, TBA 
Ohio St., TBA 

at Purdue, TBA 
Northwestern, TBA 
at Minnesota, TBA 
at Penn St., TBA 
lowa, 3 p.m, 


Nevada, 2:30 p.m. 
Duke, 11. a.m, 
Bowling Green, 6:30 p.m. 
at Wisconsin, TBA 
Penn St., Il am. 
at Maryland, TBA 
lowa, TBA 
Michigan St., TBA 
at Nebraska, TBA 
Purdue, TBA 
Minnesota, TBA 
at Illinois, TBA 


atindiana,7p.m. * 
Oklahoma, 6:30 p.m. 
Army, 3:30 p.m. 
UNLV, TBA 

at Rutgers, TBA 
Maryland, 2:30 p.m. 
at Nebraska, TBA 
Penn St., 2:30 p.m. 
at lowa, TBA 
Michigan St, TBA 
Ulinois, TBA 

at Michigan, 11 a.m. 


Akron, a.m. 
at Pittsburgh, 2:30 p.m. 
Georgia St., 6:30 p.m. 
at lowa, TBA 
Indiana, TBA 


at Northwestern, 11 a.m. 
Michigan, TBA 

at Ohio St., 2:30 p.m. 

at Michigan St., TBA 
Rutgers, Iam. 
Nebraska, TBA 

at Maryland, TBA 


¥s. Louisville", 6:30 p.m. 
Ohio, 7 p.m. 

at Missouri, 3 p.m. 
Michigan, 2:30 p.m. 
Minnesota, TBA 

at Wisconsin, TBA 

at Rutgers, lam. 
Nebraska, TBA 
Illinois, TBA 

at Northwestern, TBA 
at lowa, TBA 

Indiana, TBA 


Washington, 7 p.m. 

E, Michigan, 2:30 p.m. 
Morgan St., 2:30 p.m. 
at Nebraska, 2:30 p.m. 
Ohio St., TBA 

at Illinois, TBA 
Purdue, lam. 

at Michigan, 11 a.m. 
vs. Maryland*, TBA 

at Penn St., a.m. 

at indiana, TBA 
Michigan St., TBA 


Utah St., 8 p.m. 
FAU, Lam. 

at BYU, 2:30 p.m. 
Northwestern, TBA 
at Nebraska, TBA 
Purdue, TBA 
Maryland, l1a.m. 
at illinois, LT am. 
at Indiana, TBA 
fowa, TBA 
Michigan, TBA 

at Minnesota, TBA 


Lif, ee 2 BAYLOR. MANSAS iG OKLAHOMA TEXAS 


te Sept.2 Liberty, 6 p.m. Sept.2 SE Missouri, 6 p.m. Sept.2 UTEP, 230. p.m. Sept.2 Maryland, lam. 
- & : 1% Sept.9  UTSA,7p.m. Sept.9  C. Michigan, 3 p.m. Sept.9 at Ohio St. 6:30 p.m. Sept.9 San Jose St., 2:30 p.m. 
y ax . ry : Sept.16 at Duke, 11:30 a.m. Sept.16 at Ohio, 1 p.m. Sept.16 Tulane, 5 p.m. Sept.16 at USC, 7:30 p.m. 
. - : Sept.23 at Oklahoma, TBA Sept.23 West Virginia, TBA Sept.23 at Baylor, TBA Sept.28 at lowa St. 6:30 p.m. 
Sept.30 at Kansas St. TBA Oct.7 Texas Tech, TBA Oct.7 lowa St., TBA Oct.7 Kansas St., TBA 
Oct.14 at Oklahoma St., TBA Oct.14 at lowa St., TBA Oct.14 vs. Texas*, TBA Oct.14 vs. Oklahoma*, TBA 
= Oct.21 West Virginia, TBA Oct.21 at TCU, TBA Oct.21 at Kansas St., TBA Oct.21 Oklahoma St., TBA 
DRAWING IT UP oe - . f fd te Oct.28 Texas, TBA Oct.28 Kansas St., TBA Oct.28 Texas Tech, TBA Oct.28 at Baylor, TBA 
Oklahoma aims to reload with the hopes of winning a third straight Big 12 championship. Quar- ms a reas TA Ey eae Eovos TEA f met x inlon St, TBA ans lat 
terback Baker Mayfield lost some productive teammates, but has the experience and playmaking yoy ig jowast.TBA oie) (kena esis’ Secrest ven baa oper 
skills to carry the Sooners far. Tom Herman took over at Texas after finishing with a 22-4 mark Nov.24 at TCU, am. Nov.25 at Oklahoma St., TBA Nov.25, West Virginia, TBA Nov.24 Texas Tech, 7pm. 
at Houston. Expect a three-way battle for supremacy among the Sooners, Longhorns and the ____owastive————ANSASSTATE OKLAROMA STATE ___vexas ecu 
Oklahoma State Cowboys, who are looking to get past the rival Sooners for the first timeinthree — St2N.towa. 70m. Sel? Ohare Gpm” aga UWkaGs0pmic ll Scat Te Watiean Smal 
seasons. And don't overlook the Wildcats in the Little Apple, either. Sept.9  lowa, lam. Sept.9 Charlotte, 11 a.m. Sept.8  atSouthAlabama,7p.m. — Sept.16 Arizona St., 7pm. 
Sept.16 at Akron, ilam. Sept. 16 Sent aoe aug see lam. Saeed iti oA 
Sept.28 Texas, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 30 i Sept. |, TBA Sept. Oklahoma St. 
3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 3 KEY GAMES Oct.7 at Oklahoma, TBA Oct.7 at Texas, TBA Sept.30 at Texas Tech, TBA Oct.7 at Kansas, TBA 
i i Oct.14 Kansas, TBA Oct.14 = TCU, TBA Oct.14 Baylor, TBA Oct.14 at West Virginia, TBA 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 59: Oklahoma at Ohio St. ay ceed ae aon eee Heine Ser Gute on 
Baker Mayfield, QB, Okla- 014: Texas vs. Oklahoma ot 28 w ee x Oe a 2 eee Tihs me % oe Bs = seein om 
4 a la, . at Texas Oklahoma, Kansas St, 
homa: Tabbed as one of the O21: Oklahoma St. at Texas ov. me apeatl Nov.11 West Virginia, TBA Nov. 11 at fowaSt,, TBA Nov.11 vs. Baylor*, TBA 
best quarterbacks, Mayfield Nov.18 at Baylor, TBA Nov.18 at Oklahoma St, TBA Nov.18 Kansas St., TBA Nov.18  TCU,TBA 
has the task of finding new Nov.25 at Kansas St., TBA Nov.25  lowa St, TBA Nov.25 Kansas, TBA Nov.24 at Texas, 7pm. 
playmakers. STACKINGUP ee ee ee 
(Projected order of finish) Sept.2 Jackson St..7 p.m. Sept.3 vs. Virginia Tech*,630 pm. 
Mason Rudolph, QB, Okla- OF NOTE Sept.9 at Arkansas 2:30 p.m. Sept.9 East Carolina, lam. 
homa State: Already NFL- PiOklahomes 2 Texas, seen e : __ Set SMU, 230 pn Sept.16 Delaware St. am. 
ready, Rudolph returns as the 3. Oklahoma State, 4. Kansas The Big 12 willhave achampionship game this —Sept.23_atOklahomat. TBA Sept.23 at Kansas TBA 
Yonuco’p State, 5. West Virginia, year, which will take place Dec. 2 in Arlington, 0% 7, West Virginia. TBA Saat qtattes 
Cowboys’ trigger man with a ; ; : Oct.14 at Kansas St., TBA Oct.14 Texas Tech, TBA 
h f offensive threats 6. TCU, 7. Baylor, 8. lowa Texas. The Big 12 still has a round-robin regu- Oct.21 Kansas, TBA Oct.21 at Baylor TBA 
leap OF orre : State, 9. Texas Tech, lar-season format, so the top two teams in the «1.28 _at lowat., TBA Oo.) <Oeaines IBA 
Kyle Hicks (right), os Toe 10. Kansas. standings will meet in the final. Beha areetosae Tan Sil: ea 
HS leer e CLC eee nad oe For the first time since 1999, Oklahoma will jo Beyocilam Wou.25 ation TBA 
in the Horned Frogs backfie ASSOCIATED PRESS i 3 
dis a threat in the passing have a coach calling the shots other than 
Bane ie reat in the p Bob Stoops, who stepped down during the 


Offseason. 


lowa State lost nine games in 2016, and five of 
those came by 10 points or fewer. 


EXPERIENCE MATTERS 


QUALITY 
COUNTS! 


When Buying Or Selling Call Us. Knowledge 
& Experience Only Time Can Give. 


\fy TRACTOR | A GREAT PLACE TO WORK 


Tractor Supply s viaved Be tenon Corker 
ih Currently Seeking Material Handlers. 


e Starting rate is $13.80 3 7 
plus .85¢ shift differential for 2nd & 3rd shift . ¥ T he E i R 


e Forklift and/or pallet jack experience 
preferred ° 
e Must be able to lift up to 100 Ibs. & have full 


range of body motion NOW HIRING 
RAIN THE RIGHT PEOP 
iF THEY SHARE OUR MISSION AND VALUES, 
MISSION Education Site 
To work hard, have fun and make money by Supervisors FT 
providing legendary service and great . Teacher 
products at everyday low prices. : 


ETHICS ¢ RESPECT ¢ BALANCE WINNING ATTITUDE 
COMMUNICATION e DEVELOPMENT ¢ TEAMWORK 
CHANGE ¢ INITIATIVE © ACCOUNTABILITY 


Apply at: familyservicelincoin.org/employment 
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DRAWING IT UP 


Christian McCaffrey is in the NFL and Oregon is at least a year or two away from league title talk. 
That leaves Washington as the favorite in the Pac-12 North Division. The Huskies return junior 

QB Jake Browning, who guided the highest-scoring offense (41.8 points per game) in the Pac-12 
last year. USC poses as the greatest overall threat, behind quarterback Sam Darnold, who led the 
Trojans to a 9-1 record after taking over as the starter in late September, The biggest question for 


USC is whether Darnold can stay upright. 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 


Cody O'Connell, LT, Washing- 
ton State: O'Connell, standing 
at 6-foot-9, 370 pounds, was a 

unanimous All-American selec- 
tion last year. 


Jake Browning (right), QB, 
Washington: Coming off 
shoulder surgery, the junior 
should have no’ problem mak- 
ing a case for the Heisman 
Trophy. 


Josh Rosen, QB, UCLA: The 
junior threw for nearly 2,000 
yards last year before his sea- 
son was cut short by injury. 


_ DERMATO 


3 KEY GAMES 
Washington at Stanford 
UCLA at USC 


Washington St. at 
Washington 


STACKING UP 
(Projected order of finish) 
North: 1. Washington, 

2. Stanford, 3. Oregon, 

4, Washington State, 

5. Oregon State, 

6. California. 

South: 1. USC, 2. UCLA, 

3. Colorado, 4. Utah, 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


SOUTH LINCOLN 
LOGY 


CE DNA ie 


Gina L Wei open 


5. Arizona State, 6. Arizona. 


ARIZONA . COLORADO STANFORD _UTAH 
Sept.2  _-N. Arizona, 10 pm, Sept. 1 vs. Colorado St.*, 7 p.m. Aug.26 vs. Rice*, 9 p.m. Aug.31 North Dakota, 6:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 Houston, 9:30 p.m. Sept.9 Texas St.,1 p.m. Sept.9 at USC, 7:30 p.m. Sept.9 at BYU, 9:15pm. 
Sept.15 at UTEP, 9:15 p.m. Sept.16 —_N. Colorado, 1 p.m. Sept.16  atSanDiegoSt.,9:30p.m.  Sept.16 San Jose St.. 9 p.m. 
Sept. 22 Utah, 9:30 p.m. Sept.23 Washington, TBA Sept.23 UCLA, TBA Sept.22 at Arizona, 9:30 p.m. 
Oct.7 at Colorado, TBA Sept.30 at UCLA, TBA Sept. 30° Arizona St., TBA Oct.7 Stanford, TBA 
Oct.14 ‘UCLA, TBA Oct.7 Arizona, TBA Oct.7 atditah, TRA Oct.14 = at USC, TBA 
Oct.21 at California, TBA Oct.14 at Oregon St., TBA Oct.14 Oregon, TBA Oct, 21 = Arizona St. TBA 
Oct.28 Washington St., TBA Oct.21 at Washington St., TBA Oct.26 at Oregon St., 8p.m. Oct.28 at Oregon, TBA 
Nov.4 — at USC, TBA Oct.28 California, TBA Nov.4 at Washington St., TBA Nov.3 = UCLA, 830. p.m. 
Nov.11 Oregon St., TBA Nov. 4 at Arizona St., TBA Nov.10 Washington, 9:30 p.m. Nov. ll Washington St., TBA 
Nov.18 at Oregon, TBA Nov.11 USC, TBA Nov.18 California, TBA Nov.18 at Washington, TBA 
Nov.25 at Arizona St., TBA Nov.25 at Utah, TBA Nov.25 Notre Dame, TBA Now.25 Colorado, TBA 
ARIZONA STATE OREGON UCLA ___ WASHINGTON 

Aug. 31 = New MexicoSt.,9:30p.m.  Sept.2  $, Utah, 7:15 p.m. Sept.3 Texas A&M, 6:30.-p.m. Sept. 1 at Rutgers, 7 p.m. 
Sept.9 San Diego St., 10 p.m. Sept.9 Nebraska, 3:30 p.m. Sept.9 — Hawait, 4pm. Sept.9 Montana, 7.p.m. 
Sept.16 at Texas Tech, 7 p.m. Sept.16 at Wyoming, 6 p.m. Sept.16 at Memphis, 11 a.m, Sept.16 Fresno St., 8:30 p.m. 
Sept.23 Oregon, TBA Sept.23 at Arizona St., TBA Sept.23 at Stanford, TBA Sept.23 at Colorado, TBA 
Sept.30 at Stanford, TBA Sept. 30 California, TBA Sept.30 Colorado, TBA Sept.30 at Oregon St., TBA 
Oct.14 Washington, TBA Oct. 7 Washington St., TBA Oct.14 at Arizona, TBA Oct.7 California, TBA 
Oct.21 at Utah, TBA Oct.14 at Stanford, TBA Oct. 21 TBA Oct.14 Arizona St., TBA 
Oct. 28 USC, TBA ‘ Oct.21 at UCLA, TBA Oct.28 at Washington, TBA Oct.28 UCLA, TBA 
Nov.4 Colorado, TBA Oct.28 Utah, TBA Nov. 3 at Utah, 8:30 p.m. Nov. 4 Oregon, TBA 
Nov.l at UCLA, TBA Nov. 4 at Washington, TBA Nov.ll Arizona St., TBA Nov.10 at Stanford, 9:30°p.m. 
Nov.18 at Oregon St., TBA Nov.18 Arizona, TBA Nov.18 at USC, TBA Nov.18 — Utah, TBA y 
Nov.25 Arizona, TBA Nov.25 Oregon St., TBA Nov.24 California, 9:30 p.m. Nov. 25 Washington St., TBA 

CALIFORNIA — OREGON STATE USC WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept.2 at North Carolina, 11:20am.  Aug.26 —_ at Colorado St., 1:30 p.m. Sept.2 W. Michigan, 4:15 p.m. Sept.2 Montana St., 9:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 Weber St., 4 p.m. Sept.2 Portland St., 1 p.m. Sept.9 Stanford, 7:30 p.m. Sept.9 Boise SL, 9:30:p.m. 
Sept.16 Mississippi, 9:30 p.m. Sept.9 Minnesota, 9 p.m. Sept.i6 Texas, 7:30 p.m. Sept.16. Oregon St., 4:30 p.m. 
Sept.23 USC, TBA Sept.16  atWashingtonSt 4:30pm.  Sept.23 at California, TBA Sept. 23 Nevada, TBA 
Sept.30 at Oregon, TBA Sept. 30 Washington, TBA Sept.29  atWashingtonSt..930p.m.  Sept.29 USC, 9:30 p.m. 
Oct.7 ‘at Washington, TBA Oct. 7 at USC, TBA Oct.7 Oregon St., TBA Oct, 7 at Oregon, TBA 
Oct.13 Washington'St.,9:30p.m.  Oct.14 ~— Colorado, TBA Oct.14 = Utah, TBA Oct.13. at California, 9:30 p.m. 
Oct.21 Arizona, TBA Oct.26 Stanford, 8 p.m. Oct.21 © at NotreDame, 6:30 p.m.  Oct.21 Colorado, TBA 
Oct. 28 + at Colorado, TBA Nov.4 at California, TBA ‘Oct.28 at’ Arizona St., TBA Oct.28 at Arizona, TBA 
Nov.4 Oregon St., TBA Nov.1l at Arizona, TBA Nov.4 Arizona, TBA Nov.4 Stanford, TBA 
Nov.18 at Stanford, TBA Nov.18 Arizona St., TBA Nov. 11 at Colorado, TBA Nov.11 at Utah, TBA 
Nov.24 at UCLA, 9:30 p.m. Nov.25 at Oregon, TBA Nov.18 UCLA, TBA Nov.25 Washington, TBA 


= 10% 
on service call 


Service an 
installation 


; Onamhoat Door Co. of Lincoln 
Sisthssdcectallinialn: com M-Th 7:30am-5:00pm * Fri 7:30am-4:00pm 
9. 4123 Progressive Ave., Lincoln, NE ©, 466-DQOR(3667) 
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ALABAMA Oct.7 LSU, TBA =f MISSISSIPPI Oct:7? Arkansas, TBA 


Sept.2 vs.Floridast,7pm. Pere Geneon am Seot.2._ South Alabama, 6:30 pm. Ce 
Sept.9 Fresno St. 2:30 p.m. Nov. 4 at Missouri, TBA Sept.9 — UT-Martin, am. - Nov. 4 at Georgia, TBA 
Sept.16 Colorado St., 6 p.m. 5 - Sept.16 at California, 9:30 p.m. 5 
Nov.11 at South Carolina, TBA Nov.ll  Alorida, TBA 
Sept.23 at Vanderbilt, TBA gra al Rapa Sept.30 at Alabama, TBA pag titel 
So mos aseea SL, AMT  ceT 
~ 7 at Texas A&M, : 
Oct.14 Arkansas, TBA GEORGIA Oct.21 1S, TBA TENNESSEE 
DRAWING IT UP 7 pei elle Sept.2. Appalachian, 5a pum. OC-28 AAaNSAS, TEA Sept.4 atvs. Georgia Tech’. 7p.m. 
As always, the SEC’s drama will revolve around Alabama. The Crimson Tide have won the past Nov.11 at Mississippi St, TBA a 2 at see tTy PM. Now. Lovisiana-Lafayette, TBA aii, ae 
three conference championships and have appeared in the past two College Football Playoff fi- ed cea La Sept. 23 resid BS St. TBA me ets eapam Se0e23 UMASS TEA 
nals, but is this the year Florida or Tennessee rises up to challenge them? Will coach Kirby Smart tS lie — —— : By Vs a Beanies Ee a 
finally push Georgia into the elite company at the top of the conference? And will LSU's offense ee ee eee Oct14 Missouri, TBA Teor a Oct21._ at Alabama, TBA 
finally catch up with its defense and provide a threat to Alabama? Only time will tell. Se TL230pm Oct 28 vs Forde’, TBA Sho aka exe Eee at fenucy, TBA 
Sent 23 vs. TeasAAM", THA Nov.4 South Carolina, TBA Seritemil Seat Nov.4 Southern Miss., TBA 
Sept.30 New Mexico St. TBA Wr aaa Sept. 23 at Georgia, TBA a, Sheer alae 
Nov.18 Kentucky, TBA . . . 
Oct.7 it South Carolina, TBA “ 30 atAuburn, TBA = 
3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 3 KEY GAMES SR ey Nov. 25 atGeorgia Tech, TBA Petia” Sa Nov. 25 pal 
; ; Oct.21 Auburn, TBA Oct.21 Kentucky, TBA 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 028: Georgia vs. Florida O28 at Msp TBA Eon == SEs ae a = << 
Derrius Guice (right), RB, N4:LSU at Alabama eaet Costa orca TBA Sept.9 _E.Kentucky, Iam. puget _ ele Sept.9 Nicholls, 6 p.m. 
LSU: The junior ran for 1,387 N25: Alabama at Auburn Now. 18 Missi St, TBA St FOE Now lB atarkansas, TBA St enter: ail ng 
yards last ea despite living Nov.24 — Missouri, 1:30 p.m. Sep. E atin, Nov.23 Mississippi, 6:30 p.m. Sa 30 Sat Caria, TB 
instar Leontine STACKING UP ES a eee iO atta ek 
. : ; Georgia southern, BOT TBA Mississippi St. 
(Projected order of finish) Sept.9 at Clemson, 6 p.m. sea bssisppi TEA Sen.9SouthCaioa SBM yy 4 sin BA 
Jalen Hurts, QB, Alabama: East: 1. Georgia, 2. Florida, septs. stssout, 0A Nok. ot Vanes THA set} Album TOA CE eee TBA 
Hurts started as a true fresh- : as : an” aesbarer! Now.18 at Georgia, TBA Chaco ERCGTPA Nov.18 at Mississippi, TBA 
Sept. 30 Mississippi St., TBA chy, 
last year and led the Tide 3. Tennessee, 4. South Oc] Misissippl THA Nov. 25 Louisville, TBA Oct. 14 at Georgia, TBA Nov.25 at SU, TBA 
man last yea Tcharaplovahl Carolina, 5. Kentucky, Oct.14 at LSU, TBA isu Oct.21 idaho, TBA VANDERBILT 
to the nationa Dior 6. Missouri, 7. Vanderbilt. Oct.21 at Arkansas, TBA sep.2. vs. BYU*,830pm. Oct. 28 at UConn, TBA Sept.2 at Middle Tenn. t.,7 p.m. 
game with 23 TDs fo nine In- Nov.4 at Texas ASM, TBA Sep.9  Chattanooga,6:30 p.m,  Nov.4” Florida, TBA Sept.9 Alabama A8M,3 pm. 
t ti West: 1E Alabama, 2. LSU, Nov. ll Georgia, TBA Sep. 16 at Mississippi St, 6 p.m. Nov.ll Tennessee, TBA Sept.16 Kansas St., 6:30 p.m 
‘ ona i Nov.25 Alabama, TBA Nov. 24 at Arkansas, 1:30 p.m. Flori 
Skai Moore, LB, South 5. Texas A&M, 6. Ole Miss, Sep.30 Troy, TBA Sept.30 at Florida, TBA 
oral be ean thew ttes Y FLORIDA Oct.7 —_at Florida, TBA SOUTH CAROLINA Oct.7 Georgia, TBA 
Carolina: He missed last year 7. Mississippi State. Sed vs Wichigar®230pm. Oct 4 Auburn, TBA Sud VENCStater 2pm. «OCHA at Mississippi. TBA 
with a neck injury but led the Sept.9 N.Colorado,630pm. 21 MISSSSDDA THA Sept.9 atssoor 6pm. pe ZB CaO TBA 
Gamecocks in tackles each Sept.16 Tennessee, 2:30 p.m. Nowll Arkansas. TBA Sept. 16 Kentucky, 6:30 p.m. Nov.) Kentucky, TBA 
season from 2013 to 2015. Sept.23 at Kentucky, TBA Now18 atTennessee, TBA > «SEL. ZS_ Louisiana Ta, A Nov.18 Missouri, TBA 
SCS encarta EAE Nov.25 Texas A&M, TBA ences Nov.25 at Tennessee, TBA 


fighting for you in court? 


ATWOOD + HOLSTEN + 
rN BROWN + DEAVER + SPIER 


LAW fiRM, AC, LLG 
¢ Personal Injury > Workers Comp « Wrongful Death 


NO FEE UNLESS WE RECOVER FOR YOU 
CALL 402-413-0360 


Serving. Nebraska from our offices in Lincoln and Omaha 


The Other Guy 
@ O © PROVEN. THOUGHTFUL.COMMITED. [CALLTODAVFOR FREE CONSULIATION) 


2017 HUSKER EXTRA PREVIEW © SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017 e 53 


| 


i; ‘LIMITED STOCK LEFT! 
| GET YOUR BOOK NOW! 
| RETURN TO GLORY 


Relive the glory of the Huskers’ 1997 National Championship - and Tom 

Osborne's final season as head coach - through amazing photographs from 

the Lincoln Journal Star. This new hard-bound, coffee-table book follows the 

' Huskers through their undefeated season and Orange Bowl victory over Peyton 

i Manning and the Tennessee Volunteers. The| book will highlight each game as 

well ‘as hondr legendary coach Tom Osborne. Order your commemorative book 
' now at $44.95 (plus tax/shipping) while supplies last. 


- HURRY, THIS BOOK IS IN LIMITED SUPPLY! ORDER ONE OF TWO WAYS: ---: 


PICK UP YOUR COPIES AT THE 


LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR 


*926 P Street, Lincoln (M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.) 


HAVE YOUR BOOKS SHIPPED BY ORDERING ONLINE AT 


JOURNALSTAR. aimed be SA 2 


and save with flat-rate shipping! 


Books pre-ordered for pick up are available now 


PRESENTED BY JOUR! TINY URNAE URNAEY STAR 


[3 i eenouconsonnccentcotcoeanicone® aardor ineaccsot sensene raesnncetst 
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Sncnloeses 


DRAWING IT UP 
The forecast is the same as it was in 2016 when Louisiana Tech and Western Kentucky were the 
front-runners. Louisiana Tech has won the West Division two of the past three years but will have 
to overcome challenges on the offensive side. Western Kentucky boasts a powerful offense but 
may need time to adjust under first-year coach Mike Sanford. The Hilltoppers defeated Louisiana 
Tech 58-44 last season behind the arm of Mike White. 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 


J’Mar Smith (right), QB, Lou- 


isiana Tech: He's the fourth 
quarterback for the Bulldogs 
to start in the past four sea- 


sons, adding a dual threat into 


his arsenal. 


Chris Johnson, DT, Western 
Kentucky: Had 43 tackles and 
124 for loss to lead the Hill- 
topper defense. 


Mike White, QB, Western 
Kentucky: White piloted the 


Hilltoppers to an FBS-best 45.5 


points per game last season. 


CHARLOTTE Oct.7 at UAB, TBA 
Sept. at E-ihigan,$30pm, OZ oP REPS ae 
Sept.9 at Kansas St. 1am. Now 4 North Tae 230 pm. 
Sept.16 North Carolina A&T, 5 p.m, Nov. 2 FAU,230 p.m 
te Bak es Now. 18 at UTEP, TBA 
Sept. 30 atFIU,6p.m. Now. 25 UTSA, TBA 
Oct.7 Marshall, 5 p.m. ; 
Oct-14 at W. Kentucky, 3:30 p.m. MARSHALL 
Oct.21 UAB, 5:30 p.m. F (Ohind lee 
Nov.4 at 1dDominion 230 pm. Sorts Mam Chol son 
Nov.1l Middle Tenn. St., 1 p.m. Sept. 16 Kent St. 530 pm. 
Nov.18 at Southern Miss, 2 p.m. - Sept. 30 at Gncanati, TBA 
ssa al pc Oc.7 at Charlotte, Spm, 

is at fenn. St., 6 p.m. 

Sept. Navy,7 p.m. Oct.28 FU, 1:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 at Wisconsin, 11 a.m. No.3 at FAU,5p.m. 
Sept.16 Bethune-Cookman, 7 p.m. Nov. ll W. Kentucky, 5:30 p.m. 
a ikea la 4 Nov.18" at UTSA, 6 p.m. 

i iddle Tenn. St., 6 p.m. Southern Miss, 1: 
Oct.7 at Old Dominion, 5 p.m. pre bead 
Oct.21 North Texas, TBA MIDDLE TENN. STATE 
Oct.28 at W. Kentucky, 3:30pm. sent 2 Vanderbilt, 7pm. 
Nov.3 Marshall 6 p.m. Sept.9 at Syracuse, 2:30 p.m. 
Nov. atLouisiana Tech,2:30 P.M. sent 16 at Minnesota, 230 p.m. 
Nov.18  FIU, 6 p.m. Sept. 23 Bowling Green, 6 p.m. 
Nov.25 at Charlotte, 1 p.m. Sept-30 at FAU, 6 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL Oct.7 FIU,2 p.m. 

is Oct.14 at UAB, 5:30 p.m. 
Aug.31 at UCF, 5 p.m. Oct.20 Marshall, 6 p.m. 
Sept.9 Alcorn St, 6:30 p.m. Nov.4 —_ UTEP, 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 16 at Indiana, 2:30 p.m. Nov. at Charlotte, 1 p.m. 
Sept.23 at Rice, 6:30 p.m. Nov.17 at’ W. Kentucky, 7p.m. 
Sept. 30 _ Charlotte. 6 p.m. Nov.25 Old Dominion, 2p.m. 
Oct.7 at Middle Tenn. St. 2 p.m. 
Oct.14 Tulane, 6 p.m. NORTH TEXAS 
Oct.28 — at Marshall, 1:30 p.m. Sept.2 Lamar, 6 p.m. 
Nov.4 -UTSA, 6. p.m. Sept.9  atSMU,6p.m. 
Nov.11 Old Dominion, 6 p.m. Sept.16 at lowa,2:30 p.m. 
Nov.18 at FAU, 6 p.m. Sept.23 UAB, 5:30 p.m. 
Nov.24  W. Kentucky, 6 p.m. Sept.30 at Southern Miss, 6 p.m. 

Oct.14 —-UTSA, 5:30 p.m. 
aes Oct.21 at FAU, TBA 

Sept.2 Northwestern St.. 6 p.m. Oct.28 Old Dominion, 5:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 — Mississippi St., 6:30 p.m. Nov.4 at Louisiana Tech, 2:30 p.m. 
Sept.16 at W. Kentucky, 6 p.m. Nov.lL UTEP. 4pm. 
Sept.23 at South Carolina, TBA Nov.18 Army, 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 30 South Alabama, 6 p.m. Nov.25 at Rice, noon 


=“ GONE USA 


3 KEY GAMES 
S2:Houston vs. UTSA 
S16:La. Tech at W. Kentucky 
021:S. Miss at La. Tech 


STACKING UP 


(Projected order of finish) 
East: 1. Western Kentucky, 
2. Middle Tennessee, 3. Old 
Dominion, 4. Florida Atlan- 
tic, 5. Marshall, 6. Florida 
international, 7. Charlotte. 
West: 1. Louisiana Tech, 2. 
Southern Miss, 3. Texas-San 


ASSOCIATED PRESS Antonio, 4. North Texas, 5. 
Rice, 6. UTEP, 7. UAB. 
OLD DOMINION Oct.14° at North Texas, 5:30 p.m. 
SS " Oct.21 Rice, 6... 
so, err ae = Oct.28 at UTEP, 7pm. 
=a Nov.4 at FIU, 6pm. 
Sept.16 North Carolina, 230M. Woy 1 UAB 6pm. 
Sept. 23 at Virginia Tech, TBA Nov.18 Marshall, 6pm. 
Oct.7  — FAULSp.m. icin 
Oct-14 at Mxsfall-130 pm. Nov.25 at Louisiana Tech, TBA 
Oct.20  W. Kentucky, 5 p.m. UAB 
Oct.28 atNorthTeras.530P.M. > alabama ABM 230 pm. 
Nov.4 Charlotte, 230 p.m. Sept:9 at BallSt., 2p.m. 
Nov. i - TU, 6 pum. Sept. 16 Coastal Carolina, noon 
Nov. 1 ice, p.m. ; . 
Now 25 at Middle Tenn. St. 2pm. S2P4-23._ at North Teas, 5:30 pm. 
RICE Oct.14 Middle Tenn. St., 5:30 p.m. 
Oct.21 at Charlotte, 5:30 p.m. 
Aug.26 Stanford, 9 p.m. Oct.28 at Southern Miss, 6 p.m. 
Sept.9 at UTEP, 7 p.m. Nov.4 Rice, TBA 
Sept.16 at Houston, 7 p.m. Nov. 11 atUTSA, 6 pum. 
Sept. 23 FIL, 6:30 p.m. Nov.18 at Florida, TBA 
Sept. 30. at Pittsburgh, TBA Nov.25 UTEP, TBA 
Oct.7 = Army, 5:30 p.m. 
Oct.21 © at UTSA, 6 p.m. UTEP 
Oct.28 Louisiana Tech, 2:30 p.m. at Oklahoma, 2 
Nov.4 at UAB, TBA cae Aelita. — 
Nov.11 Southern Miss, 2:30 p.m. Sept.15 Arizona, 9:15 p.m. 
Nov.18 at Old Dominion, 1 p.m. Sept.23 at New Mexico St., 7 p.m. 
Now.25 . North Texas, noon Sept.30 at Army, 2:30 p.m, 
SOUTHERN . OCL7 —W. Kentucky, 7pm. 
— Oct.14 at Southern Miss, 6 p.m. 
Sept.2 Kentucky, 3 p.m. Oct.28 © UTSA, 7 p.m. 
Sept.9 Southern, 6 p.m. Nov.4 _atMMiddle Tenn, St 630 pm. 
Sept.16 at La.-Monroe, 6 p.m. Nov. at North Texas, 4pm. 
Sept.30 North Texas, 6 p.m. Nov.18 -Louisiana Tech, TBA 
Oct.7 at UTSA, 6 p.m. Nov.25 at UAB, TBA 
Oc.14 UTEP, 6.p.m. 
Oct.21 at Louisiana Tech,6p.m.  __ WESTERNWENTUCKY 
Oct.28 UAB, 6 p.m. Sept.2 Eastern Kentucky, 6 p.m. 
No.4 at Tennessee, TBA Sept.9 — atillinois, 7 p.m. 
Nov.ll at Rice, 2:30 p.m. Sept.16 Louisiana Tech, 6 p.m. 
Nov.18 Charlotte, 2p.m. Sept. 23 Ball St, 6p.m. 
Nov.25  at'Marshall, 1:30 p.m. Oct.7 = at UTEP, 7 p.m. 
Oct.14 Charlotte, 3:30 p.m. 
— EOS dial od SomebasaA: 
Sept.2 Houston, 6 p.m. Oct.28  FAU, 3:30 p.m. 
Sept.9 — at Bayfor, 7pm. Nov.4 at Vanderbilt, TBA 
Sept.16 Southern, 6 p.m. Nov.11 at Marshall, 5:30 p.m. 
Sept.23 at Texas State Nov.17 Middle Tenn. St., 7 p.m. 
Oct.7 Southern Miss, 6 p.m. Nov.24 at FIU, 6 p.m. 


DRAWING IT UP 


Toledo posted a healthy 9-4 record last year and returns star quarterback Logan Woodside. The 
Rockets will look to win the stingy West Division, which includes an Eastern Michigan team that 
could be even better this season. Western Michigan went 12-1 and edged into the fringe of the Col- 
lege Football Playoff discussion, but lost a lot of talent. Can the Broncos reload and reclaim the 


top spot in the conference? Miami (Ohio) returns most of its offense from last year. 

3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 3 KEY GAMES 
LEAVE THEIR MARK §2: W. Michigan at USC 
Logan Woodside (right), QB, N8: Toledo at Ohio 
Toledo: Woodside put up a N24: W. Michigan at Toledo 
monster year last year, throw- 

ing for 4,129 yards and 45 TDs. STACKING UP 


Quentin Poling, LB, Ohio: 
Racked up 109 tackles a year 
ago. 


Gus Ragland, QB, Miami 
(Ohio): He completed 64.2 
percent of his passes and had 
a 17-1 TD-INT ratio for the Red- 
Hawks in 2016. 


(Projected order of finish) 
East: 1. Miami (Ohio), 

2. Ohio, 3. Bowling Green, 
4. Akron, 5. Buffalo, 6. Kent 
State. 

West: 1. Toledo, 2. Western 
Michigan, 3. Northern II- 
linois, 4. Eastern Michigan, 
5. Central Michigan, 6. Ball 
State. 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
a , ‘fz 5 R 
DRAWING IT UP = - MASSACHUSETTS 
ee F % Sept.1 Fordham, 5 p.m. Aug. at Hawaii, 5 p.m. 
Tradition-rich Notre Dame struggled might- Sept.9 Buffalo, noon Sept.9 Old Dominion, 230 p.m. 
ily last season, finishing 4-8 despite having sae at Oe aoa p.m. o . ’ deol pat: 
tremendous talent. The Irish have another cota eee paige Sie, 
loaded schedule that spans across confer- Oct.7 _at Rice, 5:30 p.m. Oct.14 at South Florida, TBA 
j i j i = Oct.14 —_ E. Michigan, 11 a.m. Oct. 21 Georgia Southern, 2:30 p.m. 
ences, including dates with Georgia, Stan Oct 217 eae ita Oct 28 Appalachia St. 230 pm 
ford, and Navy. BYU posted a solid season Nov.4 at Air Force, 230 p.m. Nov.4 at Mississippi St. TBA 
but will have to replace QB Taysom Hill. Now. : pes 2 a2. ine i Maine, 3 p.m. 
Watch out for Army, which went 8-5 and ee eee REAR 
could challenge Navy as the top team from ai ____NOTREDAME 
the armed forces. —___<S_______ Sept.2 Temple, 230 p.m. 
Aug.26 — at Portland St., 2 p.m. Sept.9 Georgia 6:30 p.m. 
3 PLAYERS BI - Sept.9 Utah, 9:15 p.m. Sept.16 at Boston College, Li a.m. 
Sept.16 — Wisconsin, 2:30 p.m. Sept. 23 at Michigan St., 7 p.m. 
UILT TO Sept.29 at Utah St., 7 p.m. Sept. 30 Miami (Ohio), 6 p.m. 
LEAVE THEIR MARK Oct.6 Boise St.. 9:15 p.m. Oct.7 at North Carolina, TBA 
; Oct.14 at Mississippi St. Oct.21 USC, 6:30 pm. 
Equanimeous St. Brown, WR, Notre . Oct.21 at East Carolina, TBA Oct.28 N.C State, 2:30 p.m. 
Dame: Aside from having arguably the cool- dee" eer. at eee 
est name in college football, the wideout Nov. 10 at UNLV, 930 pm, Now18 Navy, 230 pm. 
had 961 yards receiving for the Irish last ee Wea a Nov.25 at Stanford, TBA 
Ov. ti, 8 p. 
year. 
Tanner Mangum, QB, BYU: Husker fans 3 KEY GAMES STACKING UP 
will remember his devastating Hail Mary at : ; 
Memorial Stadium.a couple of years ago, but pa at Notre Aa order 
the QB is still just a junior. He'll likely take : ; 
the starting job for the Cougars. 06: Boise St. at BYU 3 BYU, 4 Notre 
4 O21: USC at Notre ame, 3. Army, 
Andrew Ford, QB, Massachusetts: Ford Dame 4, Massachusetts. 


had 2,665 yards through the air last year. 


| 


a ms 


at Penn St., Ll a.m. 
Ark.-Pine Bluff, 5:30 p.m. 
lowa St., a.m. 

at Troy, TBA 

at Bowling Green, TBA 
Ball St., 2:30 p.m. 

at W. Michigan, 2:30 p.m. 
at Toledo, TBA 

Buffalo, 10:30 a.m. 

at Miami (Ohio), 6:30 p.m. 
Ohio, TBA 

Kent St., 6 p.m. 


BALL ST. 


at Illinois, 11 a.m. 
UAB, 2p.m. 
Tennessee Tech 2 p.m. 
at W. Kentucky, 6 p.m. 
at W. Michigan, TBA 
at Akron, 2:30 p.m. 

C Michigan, 2 p.m. 
Toledo, 6 p.m. 

at E. Michigan, 5 p.m. 
at N. Illinois, 6 p.m. 
Buffalo, 6 p.m. 

Miami (Ohio), 6 p.m. 


at Michigan St. 11 a.m. 
South Dakota, 5 p.m. 


at Northwestern, 6:30 p.m. 


at Middle Tenn. St., 6 p.m. 
Akron, TBA 

at Miami (Ohio) TBA 

Ohio, 2:30 p.m. 

N. Illinois, TBA 

at Kent St., 6:30 p.m. 

at Buffalo, 6:30 p.m. 
Toledo, 6 p.m. 

at E. Michigan, 6 p.m. 


at Minnesota, 6 p.m. 
at Amy, lla.m. 
Colgate, 5 p.m. 

FAU, TBA 

at Kent St., TBA 

W. Michigan, 2:30 p.m. 
N. Illinois, TBA 

at Miami (Ohio), TBA _ 
at Akron, 10:30am. ~ 


atBallSt.6p.m. 
Ohio, TBA 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Rhode Island, 6 p.m. 
at Kansas, 3 p.m. 

at Syracuse, 2:30 p.m. 
Miami (Ohio), TBA 

at Boston College, TBA 
at Ohio, TBA 
Toledo, 2:30 p.m. ~ 
at Ball St., 2 p.m. 

at W. Michigan, 7 p.m. 
E. Michigan, TBA 

at Kent St. TBA 

N. Illinois, TBA 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Charlotte, 5:30 p.m. 

at Rutgers, 2:30 p.m. 
Ohio, TBA 

at Kentucky, TBA 

at Toledo, TBA 

at Army, Noon 

W. Michigan, 1 p.m. 
atN. Illinois, 6 p.m. 
Ball St. 5 p.m. 

at C. Michigan, 6:30 p.m. 
at Miami (Ohio), 6 p.m. 
Bowling Green, 6 p.m. 


Bowling Green, 6:30 p.m. 


Howard, 2:30 p.m. 

at Marshall, 5:30 p.m. 
at Louisville, TBA 

at Buffalo, TBA 

at N. Illinois, TBA 
Miami (Ohio), 2:30 p.m. 
Ohio, TBA 

Bowling Green, 6:30 p.m. 
at W. Michigan, TBA 

C Michigan, TBA 

at Akron, 6 p.m. 


at Marshall, 5:30 p.m. 
Austin Peay, 2:30 p.m. 
Cincinnati 7 p.m. 

at C. Michigan, TBA 
at Notre Dame, 4 p.m. 
Bowling Green, TBA 
at Kent St. 2:30 p.m, 
Buffalo, TBA 

at Ohio, 6:30 p.m. 
Akron 6:30 p.m. 

E. Michigan, 6 p.m. 
at Ball St., 6 p.m. 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Boston College, 8:30 p.m. 
E. Illinois, 2:30 p.m. 
at Nebraska, 11 a.m. 


Kent St., 2:30 p.m. 
at Buffalo, TBA 

at Bowling Green, TBA 
E. Michigan, 6 p.m. 
at Toledo, 5 p.m. 
Ball St., 6 p.m. 

W. Michigan, 6 p.m. 
atC. Michigan, TBA - 


at San Diego St., 9:30 p.m. 


E. Michigan, TBA 


at USC, 4:15 p.m. 


at Buffalo, 2:30 p.m. 
Akron, 2:30 p.m, 

at E. Michigan, 1 p.m. 
C. Michigan, 7 p.m. 
Kent St., TBA 

at N. lilinois, 6 p.m. 
at Toledo, TBA 
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Get the power of the Huskers 
while on the go with the 
Husker Extra App. 


e Latest news and updates 
e Scores, schedules and more stats 
e Stunning game photos and Huskenyideos 


for 3,203 yards last year. 
DeeSean Johnson, WR, 


MTh 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 


Josh Allen (right), QB, Wyo- 
ming: He’s a future NFL star, 
the experts say, after throwing 


Fresno State: He caught al- 

most half of quarterback Cha- 
son Virgil’s touchdown passes 
last season (66 receptions for 


2 ; : 773 yards and six scores). 
e Pre-game information, live blogs and post-game 
5 4 James Butler, RB, Nevada: 
analysis i; Butler is the returning rushing 
+e leader in the Mountain West 
e Scoops and insights from our top Husker reporters [pada peneain 
. AIR FORCE STATE 
Apple An d roid Sept.2 VMI, 1p.m. Sept.2 Incarnate Word, 9 p.m. 
Sept. 16 at Michigan, LL a.m. Sept.9 — at Alabama, 2:30 p.m 
Sept.23 San Diego St., 6 p.m. Sept.16 at Washington, 8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at New Mexico, 6 p.m. Sept. 30 Nevada, 9 p,m. 
Oct.7 at Navy, 2:30 p.m. Oct. 7 San Jose St., TBA 
Oct.14 UNLV, TBA Oct.14 New Mexico, 9 p.m. 
Oct.20 at Nevada, 8:30 p.m. Oct.21 at San Diego St., 9:30 p.m. 
Oct.28 at Colorado St., 2p.m. Oct.28 UNLV, 9 p.m. 
Nov.4 Army, 2:30 p.m. Nov.4 BYU, TBA 
Nov.11 Wyoming, TBA Nov.11 at Hawaii, 11 p.m. 
Nov.18 at Boise St., TBA Nov.18 at Wyoming. 1 p.m. 
Nov.25 Utah St., TBA Nov. 25 — Boise St., 2:30 p.m. 
BOISE ST. HAWAII 
Sept.2 Troy, 2:45 p.m. Aug.26 at UMass, 5 p.m. 
Sept.9  atWashingtonSt., 9:30 p.m. Sept.2  W. Carolina, 11 p.m. 
Sept.14 New Mexico, 7 p.m. Sept.9 at UCLA, 4pm. 
Sept.22 Virginia, 7 p.m. Sept. 23 at Wyoming, TBA 
Oct.6 at BYU, 9:15 p.m. Sept.30 Colorado St., 11 p.m. 
Oct.14 at San DiegoSt.,9:30p.m.  Oct.7 —_ at Nevada, 9:30 p.m. 
; Oct.21 Wyoming, TBA Oct.14 San Jose St., 11 p.m. 
= ” Oct.28 at Utah St., 9 p.m, Oct.28 San Diego St., TBA 
ra Nov.4 Nevada, TBA Nov.4 at UNLV, TBA 
HUSKER FN TPA Nov.11 at Colorado St, 9:30pm. Novi FresnoSt,, 11pm. 
Nov.18 Air Force, TBA Nov.18 af Utah St., TBA 
Nov.25 at Fresno St., 2:30 p.m. Nov.25 BYU, 9pm. 
HUSKER EX DRA COLORADO STATE NEVADA 
Aug. 26 Oregon St., 1:30 p.m, Sept.2 at Northwestern, 2:30 p.m. 
Sept.1 vs. Colorado*, 7 p.m. Sept.9 — Toledo, 6 p.m. 
Sept.9 Abilene Christian, TBA Sept.16 Idaho St., 6 p.m. 
Sept.16 at Alabama, 6 p.m. Sept.23 at Washington St., TBA 
Sept.30 at Hawaii, 11 p.m. Sept.30 at Fresno St., 9 p.m. 
Oct.7 at Utah St., TBA Oct.7 Hawaii, 9:30 p.m. 
Oct.14 Nevada, TBA Oct.14 at Colorado St., TBA 
5 z Oct.20 at New Mexico, 9:15 p.m. Oct.20 Air Force, 8:30 p.m. 
Oct.28 Air Force, 2p.m, Nov.4 at Boise St., TBA 
Join the Husker nation and download the app. ron ee eit ee a 
nc tbriasccatialiae Nov.11 Boise St., 9:30 p.m. Nov.18 — at San DiegoSt., 9:30 p.m. 
Nov.18 — San Jose St., 2:30 p.m. Nov.25 UNLV, 3p.m. 


ee 


journalstar.com/apps 
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Boise State led the Mountain West in total yardage, but was sixth in scoring (33.8 ppg) in 2016. To 
improve, the Broncos will need to replace three offensive lineman and get consistent production 
from junior quarterback Brett Rypien. Colorado State looks to compete with Boise State for the 
Mountain Division crown. On the other side, San Diego State plays two Pac-12 opponents early. 
The Aztecs go to Arizona State on Sept. 9 before hosting Stanford on,Sept. 16, and have an easier 


conference schedule down the stretch. 


Colorado St. vs, Colorado 
Boise St. at Washington St. 
Army at Air Force 


NEW MEXICO 

Sept.2 Abilene Christian, 7 p.m. Sept. 2 
Sept.9 New Mexico St., 7 p.m. Sept. 9 
Sept.14 at Boise St., 7 p.m. Sept. 23 
Sept.23 at Tulsa, TBA Sept. 30 
Sept. 30 Air Force, 6 p.m. Oct.7 
Oct.14 at Fresno St., 9 p.m. Oct. 14 
Oct.20 Colorado St., 9:15 p.m. Oct. 21 
Oct.28 at Wyoming, TBA Oct. 28 
Nov.4 Utah St., 4:30 p.m. Nov. 4 
Nov.11 at Texas A&M, TBA Nov. 10 
Nov.17 UNLV, 8:30 p.m. Nov. 17 
Nov.24 at San DiegoSt., 2:30 p.m. Nov. 25 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
Sept.2 UC Davis, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 1 
Sept.9 at Arizona St., 10.p.m. Sept. 7 
Sept.16 Stanford, 9:30 p.m. Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 at Air Force, 7 p.m. Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 _N. Illinois, 9:30 p.m. Sept. 29 
Oct.7 at UNLV, TBA Oct.7 
Oct.14 Boise St.. 9:30 p.m. Oct. 14 
Oct.21 Fresno St., 9:30 p.m. Oct. 21 
Oct.28 at Hawaii, TBA Oct. 28 
Nov.4 at San Jose St., TBA Nov. 4 
Nov.18 + Nevada, 9:30 p.m. Nov. 18 
Nov.24 New Mexico, 2:30 p.m. Nov. 25 

SAM JOSE STATE 
Aug. 26 — South Florida, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 2 
Sept.2 Cal Poly, TBA Sept. 9 
Sept.9 at Texas, 2:30/p.m. Sept. 16 
Sept.16 at Utah, 9p.m. Sept, 23 
Sept.23 Utah St., TBA Sept. 30 
Sept. 30 at UNLV, TBA Oct. 14 
Oct.7 at Fresno St., TBA Oct. 21 
Oct.14 at Hawaii, 11 p.m. Oct. 28 
Oct.28 at BYU, TBA Nov. 4 
Nov.4 San Diego St., TBA Nov, Ii 
Nov.ll at Nevada, TBA + Nov.18 
Nov.18 at Colorado St., 2:30 p.m, Nov, 25 
Nov.25 Wyoming, TBA 


STACKING UP 
(Projected order of finish) 


Mountain: 1. Boise State, 
2. Colorado State, 3. Wyo- 
ming, 4. Air Force, 5. New 
Mexico, 6. Utah State. 
West: 1. San Diego State, 
2. Hawaii, 3. UNLV, 

4. Nevada, 5. Fresno State, 
6. San Jose State. 


Howard, 8 p.m. 

at idaho, 8 p.m. 

at Ohio St, TBA 
San Jose St., TBA 
San Diego St., TBA 
at Air Force, TBA 
Utah St., TBA 

at Fresno St, 9 p.m. 
Hawaii, TBA 

BYU, 9:30 p.m. 

at New Mexico., 8:30 p.m. 
at Nevada, 3 p.m. 


UTAH ST. 


at Wisconsin, 8 p.m. 
idaho St.. 7 p.m. 

at Wake Forest, 2 p.m, 
at San Jose St, TBA 
BYU, 7 p.m. 


- Colorado St. TBA 


Wyoming, TBA 

at UNLV, TBA 

Boise St., 9.p.m. 

at New Mexico, 4:30 p.m. 
Hawaii, TBA 

at Air Force, TBA 


at iowa, Il a.m, 
Gardner-Webb, TBA 
Oregon, 6 p.m. 
Hawaii, TBA 

Texas St., TBA 

at Utah St., TBA 

at Boise St., TBA 
New Mexico, TBA 
Colorado St., 6. p.m. 
at Air Force, TBA 
Fresno St., 1 p.m. 
at San Jose St., TBA 


DRAWING IT UP 


Appalachian State may have had the superior record at 10-3, but it split the conference title with 
Arkansas State, which got hot in league play. Both teams will be near the top again this year, with 
loads of talent returning. Appalachian State has a tough defense that could push the Mountain- 
eers over the top. Troy is a strong team as well, with an experienced QB and many pieces from an 
offense that scored 33.7 points per game last year. There is not much to say about the rest of the 
field, so contention will likely be up to the top three teams. 


3 PLAYERS BUILT TO 
LEAVE THEIR MARK 


Brandon Silvers, QB, Troy: 
He passed for 3,180 yards for 
the Trojans last season. 


Jalin Moore (right), RB, 
Appalachian State: Averaged 
5.9 yards per carry last year to 
go along with 10 touchdowns. 


Ja’Von Rolland-Jones, DE, 
Arkansas State: He's the 
best defensive player in the 


3 KEY GAMES 
§2: Appalachian St. at 
Georgia 
§30: Troy at LSU 

D2: Troy at Arkansas St. 


STACKING UP 


(Projected order of finish) 


1. Appalachian State, 

2. Troy, 3. Arkansas State, 
4. Idaho, 5. South Alabama, 
6. Georgia Southern, 


conference. 7. Louisiana-Lafayette, 
pba! 8. Louisiana-Monroe, 
ASSOCIATED PRESS Georgia State, 10. Coastal 
Carolina, 11. New Mexico 
State, 12. Texas State. 
APPALACHIAN STATE GEORGIA SOUTHERN ___ LOUISIANA-LAFAVETTE SOUTH ALABAMA 
Sept.2 at Georgia, 5:15 p.m. Sept.2 at Auburn, 6:30 p.m, Sept.2 SE Louisiana, 6 p.m. Sept.2. at Ole Miss, 6:30 p.m, 
Sept.9 Savannah St., 2:30 p.m. Sept.9 New Hampshire, 5 p.m. Sept.9 at Tulsa, 3 p.m. Sept.8 Oklahoma St.,7 p.m. 
Sept.16 at Texas St., 6 p.m. Sept. 23 at Indiana, TBA Sept. 16 at Texas A&M, noon Sept.16 Alabama A&M, 6 p.m. 
* Sept. 23 Wake Forest, TBA Oct.4 —Arkanisas St., 7 p,m. Sept.23 La.-Monroe, TBA Sept.23 Idaho, TBA 
Oct.7 New Mexico St., 1 p.m. Oct.14 New Mexico St., 5 p.m. Oct.7 —at Idaho, 4 p.m. Sept.30 at Louisiana Tech, 6 p.m. 
Oct.14 at Idaho, 5 p.m. Oct. 21 at UMass, 2:30 p.m. Oct.12 Texas St., 6:30 p.m. Oct.11 at Troy,7p.m. 
Oct.21 Coastal Carolina, TBA Oct.28 at Troy, TBA Oct.19 at Arkansas St.,6:30p.m. Oct.21_—La-Monroe, TBA 
Oct. 28 at UMass, 2:30 p.m. Nov.4 Georgia St.. 2 p.m, Nov.4 at South Alabama, TBA Oct. 26 at Georgia St. 7:30 p.m. 
Nov.4 at La,-Monroe, 2 p.m. Nov.9 at Appalachianst..6:30pm.  Nov.11. at Ole Miss, TBA Nov.4 — La.Lafayette, TBA 
Now.9  GeorgiaSouthern, 730p:m.  Now.18 South Alabama, 2 p,m. Nov.18 New Mexico St., TBA Nov'll Arkansas St., TBA 
Nov.25 at Georgia St., TBA Nov, 25 at La-Lafayette, TBA Nov.25 Georgia Southern, TBA Nov.18 at Ga. Southern, 2 p.m. 
Dec.2 _La.-Lafayette, TBA Dec.2 at Coastal Carolina, TBA Dec.2 at App. St., TBA Dec.2 at New Mexico St., TBA 
ARKANSASSTATE -«- _ GEORGIA STATE LOUISIANA-MONROE TEXAS STATE 
Sept.2 at Nebraska, 7 p.m. Aug. 31 Tennessee St., 6 p.m. Aug. 31 at Memphis, 8 p.m. Sept.2 Houston Baptist, 6 p.m. 
Sept.9 Miami, 2:30 p.m. Sept.J6 at Penn St., 6:30 p.m. Sept.9 at Florida St, 6 p.m. Sept.9 at Colorado, 1 p.m. 
Sept.16  Ark.-Pine Bluff, 6 p.m. Sept. 23 at Charlotte, 5 p.m. Sept. 16° Southern Miss, 6 p.m. Sept.16 Appalachian St., 6 p.m. 
Sept. 23 at SMU, 6 p.m. Sept.30 Memphis, TBA Sept. 23 at La.-Lafayette, TBA Sept.23 UTSA. TBA 
Oct.4 _atGeorgia Southern, 7 p.m. Oct.7 at Coastal Carolina, TBA Sept.30 Coastal Carolina, 6 p.m. Sept. 30 at Wyoming, 3 p.m. 
Oct.14 Coastal Carolina, TBA Oct.14 at La.“Monroe, 4 p.m, Oct.7 at Texas St, TBA Oct.7 La Monroe, TBA 
Oct.19 —_La.-Lafayette, 6:30 p.m. Oct.21 ‘Troy, TBA Oct.14 Georgia St., 4 p.m. Oct.12 at La.-Lafayette, 6:30 p.m. 
Oct.28 atNewMexicoSt.,7p.m. Oct-26 South Alabama,6:30 p.m.  Oct.21_—_at South Alabama, TBA Oct.28 at Coastal Carolina, TBA 
Nov.1 at South Alabama, TBA Nov.4 —_atGeorgia Southern, 2pm.  Oct.28 at Idaho, 4 p.m. Nov.4 New Mexico St., TBA 
Nov.18 Texas St., TBA Nov. 11 at Texas St., TBA Nov.4 Appalachian St., 2p.m. Nov. 1 Georgia St., TBA 
Nov.25 at La.-Monroe 2 p.m. Nov.25 Appalachian St., TBA Nov.18 _ at Auburn, TBA Nov.18 at Arkansas St., TBA 
Dec.2 Troy, TBA Dec.2 Idaho, TBA : Nov.25 ” Arkansas St., 2 p.m, Nov.4 at Troy, TBA 
COASTAL CAROLINA __ WDAHO NEW MEXICO STATE ae 
Sept.2 UMass 6 p.m. Aug.31 Sacramento St., 8 p.m. Aug.31 at Arizona St., 9:30 p.m. Sept.2 at Boise St., 2:45 p.m. 
Sept.16 at UAB, noon Sept.9 UNLV, 6 p.m. Sept.9 at New Mexico, 7pm. Sept.9 — Alabama St., 5 p.m. 
Sept. 23 W. Illinois, TBA Sept.16 at W. Michigan, 6 p.m. Sept.16 Foy, 7 p.m. Sept.16 at New Mexico St., 7 p.m. 
Sept.30 at La.-Monroe, 6 p.m. Sept.23 at South Alabama, TBA Sept.23 UTEP,7 p.m. Sept.23 Akron, TBA 
Oct.? Georgia St., TBA Oct.7 —_La.-Lafayette, 4 p.m. Sept.30 at Arkansas, TBA Sept.30 at LSU, TBA 
Oct. 14 at Arkansas St., TBA Oct.14 Appalachian St., 4 p.m, Oct.7 at App. St., noon Oct.11 South Alabama, 7 p.m. 
Oct.21 at Appalachian St., TBA Octe21 at Missouri, TBA Oct.14  atGeorgiaSouthern,Spm. —Oct.21. at Georgia St.. TBA 
Oct.28 Texas St., TBA Oct.28 — La.-Monroe, 4 p.m, Oct.28 Arkansas St., 7 p.m. Oct.28 Georgia Southern, TBA 
Nov.4 at Arkansas, TBA Nov.2 at Troy, 8:15 p.m, Nov.4 at Texas St., TBA Nov.2 Idaho, 8:15 p.m. 
Nov.1l Troy, TBA 18'Nov Coastal Carolina,4 p.m. Nov. 18 _ at La-Lafayette, TBA Nov. 11 at Coastal Carolina, TBA 
Nov.18 at idaho, 4 p.m. Nov. 25 at New Mexico St,, TBA Nov.25 — Idaho, TBA Nov.24 Texas St, TBA 
Dec.2 Georgia Southern, TBA Dec.2 at Georgia St., TBA Dec.2 South Alabama, TBA Dec.2 at Arkansas St., TBA 


NEXT STOP: 
SAVINGS! 


All aboard? Act now to save big on our pictorial history book! 


RELIVE LINCOLN HISTORY WITH OUR UPCOMING PICTORIAL BOOK! 


After the overwhelming popularity of Lincoln Memories Volumes | and II, the Lincoln Journal Star is proud to 
present this third volume in our Memories series: “Lincoln Memories Ill: Our City in Photos From the Early 
Years Through the 1970s’ This heirloom-quality coffee-table book will offer a unique glimpse of historic 
Lincoln from the early years to 1979 through stunning historic photos from the archives of the Lincoln 
Journal Star, University of Nebraska and Nebraska State Historical Society. In addition, for the first time, we 
are thrilled to invite you, our readers, to share your photographic memories of years gone by. Pre-order your 
commemorative book now and save $15.00 off the $44.95 retail price. 


PURCHASE ONLINE AT: 


JournalStar.com/LincoinMemories3 
AND SAVE WITH FLAT-RATE SHIPPING 


‘Pre-order by mail now (discount expires 1V/OVI7) Select an option; == a ads; 
, OO Ship my order to me 
+ $29.95 plus $2.68 tax and $6.95 shipping and handling per book, Order will be shipped to the address below after 
! 12/08/17. 
Quantity: __ «$39.58 =$ _total 


STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


i 

3 

s INCOLN: 
JOURNAL YSTAR 
: Send form and payment to: 
: Lincoln Journal Star 

; c/o Lincoln Memories til 

i 926 P Street 

’ Lincoln, NE 68508 

) 
’ 


Expiration 


Please note: photos that appear In this ad may not appear in final book. 
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TAILGATE 


AT THE JOURNAL STAR 


Your #1 place to tailgate this season” 


B+ GREAT LOCATION (10th & Q) 
B  ° PRIVATE LOT 
® + ONLY TWO BLOCKS FROM MEMORIAL STADIUM 


~¢ SECURITY 

° RESTROOMS “S&S 
i Call 402-473-7349 or visit 
g ©: journalstar.com/NIE 


JOURNAL °STAR 


BFGoodrich 
Long Trail T/A Tour 


$gp3 


P235/75RISXL 


Qutline White Letters 


Michel s standard passenger tire, offering 90,000 miles of 
confident driving with excellent safety, longevity and a quiet, 
comfortable ride. 


S Oo34 Jo/60TRto 


TOURING ALL SEASON RADIAL TRAILER TIRES 
Economical all season performance with enhanced Smooth and balanced towing characteristics with strength 
cornering and braking characteristics. and durability for any trailer use. 


§3g48 SA {34 SAAS | $4758 §§Q35 $9534 
175/65R14 195/60HRI5 185/70HRI4 STITS8ORI3 GPly 1 ST205/7ORI4 G Ply! ST205/75RI5 8 Ply 
$4gea | $5799 $7739 | $17433 
205/70HRI5 225/60HRIG $1225/75R15 10 Ply 57285/80RI6 10 Ply 


TIRE & AUTO RIED 


© 8300 Dawson Creek Bay (North Hard) / 460-0072 ee Sea a haa ) 
° 24th G0/ 4741025 So 27th & Pine Lake / 420-7888 eb hich 
e {/50 No Ath / 467-35hl =e 5900 So 56th / 470-6900 70 years later that philosophy remains the same. ) 


T.0. Haas opened his first store with a simple business 


. RAD West 0 / ABA-BARA ‘ No Ith id Folkways / 429 0077 Now with 25 stores in 3 states we're among oldest 


and most honored tire companies in the Midwest. 


CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP - RAM CLEARANCE 


Baxter | ...... __ 5 " giSUMMER 
gia i EVENT 


(402) 858-7751 
North 67th & I-80, Exit 403 baxterauto.com 


